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independent telecommunications pioneer association

This Year's Assembly is Headed to Asheville, NC!

It's Assembly time!
Doubletree by Hilton Asheville-Biltmore

115 Hendersonville Road, Asheville NC

The 29th Annual Assembly will be held in beautiful 
Asheville, NC April 12-14, 2019. 
  
Room rates are $109.00 per night and will be good 3 days 
before and after Assembly. The hotel is located in Biltmore 
Village and is close to the beautiful Biltmore House. The 
last day to make reservations at the $109.00 price is March 
29th.   

To make reservations, call 828-274-1800 option 1 and use 
code ITPA, or go online: 
https://bit.ly/2UzEdzO

We have secured rates to tour Biltmore House at $45.00 
each which is a tremendous savings for our members. If 
you have never been to Biltmore, it is surely a don’t miss. 
If you are not into touring beautiful old American Castles, 
Asheville offers plenty to do from great restaurants to 
brewery tours. Truly a town with something for everyone!  
Be sure to clear your calendar and join us for an amazing 
weekend of fun and fellowship in the North Carolina 
mountains.

29th Annual ITPA Assembly 
Asheville, NC
April 12-14, 2019
Double Tree by Hilton 
Asheville-Biltmore  



Dear 
Fellow 
Pioneers,

As we start 
a new year, 
let me 
say I wish 
everyone a 
very Happy 

and Healthy New Year! We had several 
members with health issues in 2018, 
so hopefully 2019 will keep them and 
everyone else healthy.

I can’t believe how fast the year went 
by. So many clubs had very good 
projects in 2018, so I hope they send in 
a write up for the awards committee to 

read. This is one way that we hear what 
clubs are doing and recognize the clubs' 
good works through awards. Good luck 
to all who send them in. 

We have less than 100 days before 
Assembly. Hopefully everyone will be 
coming to Ashville, NC. I know Hannah 
and her committee have been working 
hard planning for an exciting time in 
Ashville. I’ve never been to Ashville, so 
I’m excited to see the area.

Stay warm the rest of the winter. Spring 
is just around the corner.

Yours in Pioneering,

—JoAnn Esposito
ITPA National President

The Pioneer Magazine
The official publication of the
Independent Telecommunications  
Pioneer Association

ITPA Officers
  
Jo Ann Esposito, President
7 Silver Terrace
Ocala, FL 34472
Phone: 352-687-3782 
joann.esposito@centurylink.com

Hannah Lancaster, 1st Vice President
P.O. Box 301
Chesnee, SC 29323
hannahl@chesnet.net

Gregg Klatsky, 2nd Vice President
19 Yarmouth Dr.
New Gloucester, ME 04105
gklatsky@mountainltd.com

Jo Myers, Secretary/Treasurer
438 W. Oglethorpe Hwy
Hinesville, GA 31313
Phone: (877) 320-ITPA 
jdmye@yahoo.com
 
James White, Immediate  
Past-President
PMB 176, 12620-3 Beach Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32246-7130
Phone: (904) 874-9991
Jlw650i@gmail.com

ITPA Staff Office 
Alissa Moss, Executive Director
438 West Oglethorpe Hwy 
Hinesville, GA 31313
Phone: (912) 408-4872 
Toll free: (877) 320-4872 
Fax: (912) 408-4874
itpa@telecom-pioneers.net 

Please send stories about your club or 
chapter to ITPA at the contact 
information above. 

The Pioneer Magazine is developed by 
the ITPA Public Relations Committee 
and is published three times a year by 
the Independent Telecommunications 
Pioneer Association.

Postmaster: Address corrections
requested. Mail to: 

ITPA
438 West Oglethorpe Hwy. 
Hinesville, GA 31313
www.nationalitpa.com  
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President's Corner

Please remember when your Club/Chapter 
officers change to send that information along 
with physical addresses or email addresses to the 
National Office and your Region Vice President 
to ensure that our records are up to date and we 
know whom to contact.

Amazon Smile
Will you be our Valentine? Shop at smile.amazon.com/
ch/52-1819313 and AmazonSmile donates 0.5% of the 
price of eligible purchase to the Independent Telephone 
Pioneer Association Foundation Inc. Amazon Smile 
is a simple and automatic way for you to support the 
ITPA every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you 
shop at smile.amazon.com, you will find the exact same 
low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping as 
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will 
donate a portion of the purchase price to the ITPA. For 
more information on using Amazon Smile, email the ITPA 
National Office at itpa@telecom-pioneers.net.
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Telephone Hall of Fame: Jim McCartney

Though he wasn’t—and never claimed to be—a traditional 
“telephone man,” James E. McCartney of Lansing, MI devoted 

the last 54 years of his career and life actively serving the 
Independent Telephone Industry. He has been elected to the 
Telephone Hall of Fame of the Independent Telecommunications 
Pioneer Association. 

McCartney will be posthumously inducted as the 102nd member 
of the Hall of Fame in April 2019 at the annual meeting of the 
ITPA in Ashville, NC.  

The 96-year old association numbering some 7,000 dues-paying 
members with headquarters in Hinesville, GA began in 1965 to 
recognize individuals who had made “outstanding contributions 
to the Independent (non-Bell) telecommunications industry.” ITPA 
most recently honored Dean C. Swanson of Cornelia, GA in 2018. 

Affectionately known to his Michigan CPA clients as “Mr.  Jim,” 
McCartney joined the Larry Reynolds Chapter of ITPA in his 
first year of eligibility, 1976, and four years later was elected to 
represent the chapter to the National board. He served ITPA as 
one of its volunteer financial professionals and concurrently on 
committees until his passing in November 29, 2015 at age 88.  

McCartney’s introduction to the telephone industry came in 
1961 when, as an accountant employee of Collins, Buri and 
McConkey, he bought its branch office in Lansing, MI specializing 
in telephone company bookkeeping. He spent his first full year 
traveling the back roads of Michigan learning the needs of his 
scattered 16 Independent telco clients. Not satisfied simply to 
conduct audits, Jim innovated case tracing to reconcile bank 
accounts and tracking total receipts to income. He devised 
customized forms which his firm, Richardson and McCartney, sold 
to all telcos. Broadening his services, McCartney filed quarterly 
depreciation calculations with the Public Service Commission, 
helped prepare rate case applications to the MPSC and loan 
applications with the Telephone Division of the Rural Electrification 
Administration. With his warm personal touch, Jim fought for and 
supported, especially, the smaller telephone companies to move 
smoothly through the myriad changes in regulation, mergers, and 
technologies in telecommunications.  

And as “Mr. Jim’s” reputation for 
both expertise and integrity grew, 
he was called to testify in over 150 
rate cases in his home state as 
well as Ohio, Wisconsin, Indiana 
and West Virginia. He testified 
on behalf of and for both the 
Telephone Association of Michigan 
and Ohio Telephone Association. 
In 1980, the firm name changed 
to McCartney and McIntyre P.C. 
and finally in 1987 to McCartney & 
Company, P.C.

McCartney’s passion for Pioneering 
saw him as president of the Reynolds Chapter (1980), ITPA 
national treasurer for 10 years when he created its Charitable 
Foundation, ITPA director and then president 2014-15. He 
remained as treasurer of the Historical and Charitable Foundations 
in culminating 44 years with ITPA. 

The graduate of Ohio State University (1952) with degrees in 
industrial engineering and business administration was active in 
many professional organizations as a member of the American 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants, senior member of 
American Institute of Industrial Engineers and member of the 
steering committee of the Telephone Association of Michigan 
among others. He held an agent card of the U.S. Treasury 
Department. 

McCartney and his wife Mary (Holden Browder) were noted 
in Michigan circles through their philanthropic foundations, 
charitable outreach from their Asbury United Methodist Church, 
leadership in Kiwanis club, the Boy Scouts of America and other 
non-profits. They endowed scholarships in the College of Business 
(accounting) and the College of Nursing (overseas programs) at 
Michigan State University, the alma mater of “Miss Mary.”

“Mr. Jim embodied the Telephone Industry’s long cherished motto: 
‘The Spirit of Service,’” said Ray Smith, chairman of the ITPA’s Hall 
of Fame Honors Court. “He is already being missed.”  

The ITPA has partnered with flowerpetal.com to provide you a state-of-the-art shopping experience 
and unparalleled service for purchasing flowers and gifts online. 12% of your purchases support our 
organization. How does it work? Flowerpetal.com, a Las Vegas based e-commerce provider servicing the gift 
and flower industry, handles order processing, fulfillment and customer service, all backed by their 100% 
Satisfaction Guarantee. Support ITPA – buy flowers from flowerpetal.com.

ITPA Flower Petal Link: http://itpa.flowerpetal.com
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ITPA 29th Annual Assembly Registration Form
Asheville, NC                  April 12-14, 2019 

The Assembly Registration form is also available on the website for those who wish to print or use PayPal.

Member Name____________________________Name of Guest ___________________________

Daytime Phone Number ______________________E-Mail_________________________________

Chapter/Club Affiliation _____________________________________________________________

First-time Assembly attendee?   Yes  c    No  c  (Grant Application available by contacing national office)

   Registration fee includes the following meals and activities: 

  
 l Friday — Meet and Greet dinner 
 l Saturday — Lunch 
 l Saturday afternoon — (Dinner is on your own)  
 l Sunday — Hall of Fame Luncheon/afternoon Awards ceremony
 l Sunday — Banquet/installation/entertainment

   Saturday afternoon/evening activities: (No refunds will be issued and you will not be able to sign up at assembly.)

 c  Biltmore House: George Vanderbilt's historic country estate in Asheville, NC; Biltmore includes Biltmore House--America's largest 
home--plus gardens, winery, Antler Hill Village, historic farm, 4-star Inn on Biltmore Estate, shops, restaurants, branded products, 
and outdoor adventures. This National Historic Landmark is an amazing destination offering a wide range of activities for all ages. 

 c I do not want to take the tour. 

 Registration fee: Payment for registration must accompany this form. Check the appropriate options below. 
 Make check payable to ITPA. 
 
 c   ITPA Member  $130
 c   Guest   $130
 c   Hall of Fame Lunch Only  
 (Non Registered)  $ 30 
 c   Biltmore House  $ 45 x Number of participants____________
           
 Grand Total Enclosed: $______________________________

 Mail registration and payment to: ITPA, 438 W. Oglethorpe Hwy, Hinesville, GA 31313 

 Cancellation Policy: Cancellations received after April 1, 2019 are non-refundable.

Hotel Accommodations: 
Double Tree by Hilton 
Asheville–Biltmore    
115 Hendersonville Road, 
Asheville, NC 28803
1-828-274-1800 (For 
reservations press “1,” ask for 
the ITPA Group Rate)
                        
Deadline to make hotel 
reservations:  
March 29, 2019. Mention 
code ITPA for a special rate of 
$109.00 per night.



5

Annual Assembly April 12-14, 2019
Asheville, NC

Hannah Lancaster, 1st VP

 
 

Independent Telecommunications Pioneer Association 29th Annual Assembly

2019
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Annual Buckeye State Chapter Convention
Our annual Buckeye State Chapter Convention was held 

once again at the Cobblestone Hotel and Suites in Orville, 
Ohio the last weekend of October. We welcomed first vice 
president Hannah Lancaster and her husband Curt to the 
convention once again. We always look forward to their visits. 
We had a surprise visit from Ronnie and Janet Cashwell. It 
was so nice to see both couples as we consider them part of 
our pioneer family. Dinner on Friday evening was everyone 
on their own but a lot of us headed to the same restaurant 
to eat dinner together and catch up. Our business meeting 
was on Saturday morning at the hotel 
followed by free time for lunch and to 
explore the area. We all met up again 
on Saturday evening and enjoyed 
great fellowship while dining at 
Dravenstott’s Restaurant just a short 
distance away. Following our dinner, 
a $500 scholarship was awarded 
to Alexis Reynolds, 
granddaughter of 
members Renny and 
Renee’ Hout. Our 
charity of choice 
was Pilot Dogs of 
Columbus, OH. 
Members contributed 
nice white towels, 
hand towels, and wash cloths. We also collected dog treats 
and made a monetary donation. One of our members 
delivered the items to their location in Columbus. We look 
forward to another convention in Amish country next year. We 
have tentative plans for the weekend of October 18-19, 2019 
at the Berlin Grande Hotel.

The Otto Wettstein Jr. Pioneer Club in Leesburg, Florida 
held their 41st Annual Retiree Christmas Luncheon. It was 
held at a new venue this year, the Salvation Army Community 
Room in Leesburg on December 6th, 2018. Retired club 
members, other retirees, their spouses and guests attended 
the annual event. The 100 attendees enjoyed a buffet lunch, 
catered by Debbie Davis Catering, 
a longtime partner of the event. 
They also enjoyed the fellowship 
and socialized with those they 
hadn’t seen since the last event 
or since they retired. Door prize 
drawings were held after the 
meal. Each winner went home 
with a gift card or a Poinsettia 
plant. Guest speaker for the event 
was a representative from the 
American Diabetes Association in 
Maitland, FL, Alice Drumgoole. ADA 
was the charity of choice of ITPA 
President and OWPC President 

Jo Ann Esposito, at the 2018 National ITPA Assembly held in 
Tampa, FL. The club presented Alice with a $150 donation to 
ADA for taking time to come and further educate everyone 
about diabetes. The attendees of the luncheon were asked 
to bring a nonperishable food item. Several hundred items of 
nonperishable food were collected. These were donated to 
the Salvation Army to be distributed to families in need in the 
Leesburg area. The next event is planned for December 10th, 
2019 and will be held again at the Salvation Army building. 

On September 27, 2018, the Midsouth 
Chapter of the ITPA held its annual 
two-man scramble golf tournament 
at Dogwoods Golf Course in Grenada, 
MS. The tournament, as well as the 
silent auction and putting contest, 
raised nearly $4,000. Additionally, 
prizes were awarded for 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd places, the longest drive, 
and closest to the pin. In October, 
the Midsouth ITPA held its auction at 
the Telecommunications Association 
of the Southeast (TELSE) annual 
convention in Point Clear, Alabama. 
Money raised will benefit the 
Midsouth ITPA’s general scholarship 
fund. Additionally, the Midsouth 
ITPA presented the Semper Fi 
Fund with $10,000. The Semper 
Fi Fund seeks to assist veterans 
with anything from therapy to 
education and healthcare (www.
semperfifund.org). 
 

Members of the Frank Woods Chapter in Lincoln, Nebraska 
met for lunch at a local restaurant with Region 4 Vice President 
Nancy Schnitzer and husband Bill in July. Congratulations were 
in order recognizing their National award wins for their Human 
Services category Breakfast in the Park project and their 
National Project category entry Election Speakers. Nostalgic 
sentiments were the order of the day due to the recent closing 

of the Frank H. Wood Telephone Pioneer Museum 
in downtown Lincoln. Many of the Pioneers donated 
countless volunteer hours over the years keeping the 
museum in top notch condition and educating many 
visitors about the 
history of telephony. 
Chapter members 
are busy planning 
for their various 
upcoming community 
projects.

Club Corner
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Club Corner
GTE/Verizon/GTEDS/Frontier Retiree Luncheon
The 10th annual GTE/Verizon/GTEDS/Frontier Retiree Luncheon was held on Tuesday, December 4, 2018 at the Bahama Breeze 
Restaurant located at 3045 N Rocky Point Drive in Tampa, Florida. Guests arrived at 11:00 A.M. for a social hour. Close to 
50 retirees and their spouses and friends were in attendance. A good time was enjoyed reconnecting with old friends not seen in 
a while. Just prior to the dinner hour, Emmett Clary gave the invocation followed by the pledge of allegiance. Doug Atwood, the 
party's organizer, passed around a cup to collect donations ($1 max) to cover the cost of name tags and name/place tents for 
the tables which he had made for each of the guests. The restaurant's wait staff began taking food orders at 12:00 noon. Party 
guests ordered from the restaurant's menu and paid their own separate checks. The food was good and the choices many.
Everyone had a wonderful time and the luncheon was a huge success. A special thanks to Doug and Sandy Atwood for the hard 
work in finding a suitable place, and for scheduling and organizing the luncheon. Photos were taken by Jim Brownlee of some of 
the luncheon attendees.

Larry 
and Jane 
Withers

Jim 
Brownlee

THANK YOU! Dear Pioneers: Thank you for your support of the 
ITPA Charitable Foundation. With your support, the Foundation is 
able to help others see a brighter future. We may not always hear 
from those we help but rest assured, the support has provided 
blessings to many individuals and groups and should make every 
ITPA member proud. Your support comes in a variety of ways 
and we cannot thank you enough. Support may be in the form of 
individual or chapter and club donations, memorial contributions, 
working with groups/communities to get back on their feet after 
receiving a grant or just telling others about the Foundation and 
its activities. It means a lot!

The following is a list of activities and financial grants that the 
Foundation has supported for the past three (3) years:
• ITPA National Project – Alzheimer’s - $7,500.00
• ITPA National Project – Veterans - $7,925.00 
     >  Wounded Warriors, HDDA - Veteran’s Memorial Fund, K9 

Battle Buddies, Special Operations Warrior Foundation and 
Wreaths for Warriors

• ITPA Assembly Charity Project - $8,425.00
     >  Hunters Helping Kids, Wolfson Children’s Hospital and 

American Diabetes Association
• ITPA National Project – Disaster Relief - $3,000.00
     > American Red Cross and Salvation Army
•  ITPA Awards Program Matching Grants to Charitable Programs - 

$2,035.00
• ITPA Website Support - $1,000.00
• Memorials - $200.00

That is a total of $30,085.00 that has provided support 
to others from 2016 through 2018. Please note: grants 
cannot be provided to individuals but must go through 
another charitable or 501(c)(3) organization.

Pictured at right are some photos and links to the history 

behind National Wreaths Across America for the Wreaths for 
Warriors project in Hinesville (thanks to ITPA’s Executive Director, 
Alissa Moss). The ITPA Charitable Foundation made a donation 
of $150.00 but through another business in the Hinesville area, 
our donation was matched. Since Hinesville, Georgia is where our 
national office and ITPA Historical Museum are located, we on the 
Foundation board made a decision that when funds are available 
to support a project in that area, we will do that. Fort Stewart is 
also located at Hinesville.

Again, thank you for your support! If you have questions, please 
contact the national office in Hinesville.

—Darlene Roll, ITPA Charitable Foundation, Vice-President

Links
https://coastalcourier.com/videos/video-look-wreaths-warriors-walk-
2018/?fbclid=IwAR1bDkQm1LnL-UjY0i7iLlRSASDRdQabLLREgEIz55j3g4kU
jWwpaipd5wQ
 
http://www.wtoc.com/2018/12/16/warrior-walk-fort-stewart-honors-fallen-
soldiers/
 
https://www.army.mil/article/215224/wreaths_across_america_how_one_
tribute_started_a_movement

ITPA Charitable Foundation

Harry Pfister Betty Duque 
and Emmett 
Clary



ITPA
438 West Oglethorpe Hwy
Hinesville, GA 31313

www.nationalitpa.com 

ITPA Membership Dues Reminder

Membership Dues Invoices have been mailed out. 
We were informed that the dues amount was 

inadvertently left off of the invoice. Please be advised 
that 2019 membership dues are $25.00 per regular 
member. We have also added an option to make a 
donation to the ITPA Hall of Fame Telephone Museum 
located at our National Office in Hinesville, GA.

As a convenience to our members, we now accept 
major credit cards! Eliminate the burden of mailing 
dues payments or donations with our PayPal options. 
Please visit our website at http://www.nationalitpa.
com/pay-dues if you are interested in paying online. A 
convenience fee of $2.00 is charged for this service to 
offset some of the cost associated with providing this 
service to our members.

Presorted Standard
U.S. Postage
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Going Green!
Would you prefer to receive the Pioneer Magazine 
digitally? ITPA offers e-mail delivery of the Pioneer 
to anyone who elects to receive it. The Magazine 
will be delivered in PDF (Adobe) format three times 
annually. To take advantage of this option, e-mail 
itpa@telecom-pioneers.net with the subject line 
"Digital Pioneer Magazine Opt in."


