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independent telecommunications pioneer association

Online Reality Show Makes Stop at ITPA National 
Office and Hall of Fame Telephone Museum

The much-anticipated “Fireball Run” 
online reality show came to the 

ITPA National Office and Telephone 
museum on October 1, 2015. The show, 
which was filming its upcoming ninth 
season called “Fireball Run—Space 
Run” featured 40 teams, which included 
celebrities and four international 
astronauts, who raced from Hartford, 
Connecticut to Space Coast, Florida. 

 
 
 
Each team raced to the ITPA 
headquarters and were split into two 
separate challenges. Half of them took a 
trip back in time, and snapped a picture 
with one of the oldest telephones in 
the museum. In order to complete this 
mission, teams had to deliver the first 
message ever exchanged as a telephone 
call by Mr. Bell (Mr. Watson, come here! 
I want to see you). As for the rest of the 
teams, they were tasked with playing 
a song on a touch tone phone. Teams 
were provided with a touch tone song 
book and asked to select a song to play. 
Once they correctly played the song all 
the way through and took their picture 
with the judge, the task was complete. 

Each team was assigned a missing child 
and throughout the eight-day race, 
participants passed out fliers and 
team trading cards, as well as talked 
with the public in hopes of helping 
to find the child. Since the shows 
inception, nine years ago, more than 
43 children have been found. 
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Greetings from 
sunny Florida, 
where we have 
had an extremely 
hot and humid 
summer. I am 
looking forward 
to some cool 
fall weather and 

the possibility of seeing some changing 
colors of the leaves on one of my visits 
across the country. 

As you read in your last Pioneer 
magazine, we had a great Assembly in 
Gatlinburg, TN full of fun, entertainment, 
learning and sharing pioneer stories. 
It was wonderful seeing so many old 
friends again.   

As usual, my mascot, Ted E. Bear, 
disappeared into the hands of some 
kidnapping scoundrel on the first day of 
our business meeting. I have been told 
that I hold the record for hanging onto 
my mascot for the longest time before 
kidnapping. Not to say I was suspicious, 
just cautious, of losing him. I am proud 
to announce that I was able to donate 
$5100 to the North American Bear 
Center thanks to the fundraising efforts 
of all Pioneers and friends. I encourage 
every pioneer to attend a national 
assembly, simply because it is a great 
experience. What better time to "save 
the date" for the upcoming gathering in 
Memphis, TN next April.

I am happy to report that our 
Membership Committee has shared 
some good results of increased new 
members across the country. We must 
all be vigilant in our efforts to sign up 
new members to keep our organization 
strong. 

Since the assembly in Gatlinburg, I have 
had the pleasure of traveling to different 
clubs and chapters and meeting some 
new friends, renewing old friendships 
and learning about the various volunteer 
projects going on across the country.

My first trip was to Aberdeen, NC to 
attend the Tar Heel Chapter annual 
gathering, where their theme for the 
weekend was the Roaring 20s. This was 
my first opportunity learning to dance 
the Charleston. The costumes were 
fantastic, food was delicious and their 
board meeting very informative.

Then onto the Florida State Chapter 
annual banquet held at the Arnold 
Palmer Legends golf resort located 
in The Villages, FL. What a beautiful 
lakeside setting for the patio social hour 
where Pioneers gathered for fellowship. 
Following a brief board meeting, the 
group enjoyed a delicious meal and 
some very special singing entertainment 
provided by our own National 2nd 
VP James White. I installed incoming 
officers and gave an update on National 
Pioneer activities.

The trip to the Buckeye State Chapter 
banquet held in Bellefontaine, OH led 
us to Amish country, where we enjoyed 
authentic Amish hospitality and a home 
cooked Amish meal. I attended their 
productive business meeting and heard 
about the volunteer projects they have 
planned for the upcoming months.  

Every place I travel to I see the hard 
work and generosity of Pioneers across 
the country. Keep up with the good work 
and remember to “Put A Bear Hug Into 
Pioneering.”
   —Becky Hollis

  ITPA National President
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President's Corner

Please remember when your Club/Chapter 
officers change to send that information along 
with physical addresses or email addresses to the 
National Office and your Region Vice President 
to ensure that our records are up to date and we 
know whom to contact.

(left to right): Judy Thon, 
Director of Education, NABC;
Becky Hollis, National President, 
ITPA; Lynn Rogers, Founder/Chair-
Board of Directors, NABC/Senior 
Biologist, AKA "The Bearman"; Scott 
Edgett, Senior Director of 
Operations, NABC



3

Membership Report & Incentive Program

Guess who? It's the Membership Committee and we're 
back with some updates and reminders. We cannot and 

must not rest on our laurels! As a reminder, ITPA is in its 
95th year, with interested and dedicated telephone pioneers 
meeting in Indiana in 1920 to declare their independence 
from the Bell System. Needless to say, the rest is history!
 
To keep our organization alive, well and vibrant, it is up 
to each one of us to constantly be on the lookout for new 
members who will likewise dedicate some of their efforts to 
the recruitment of potential candidates for membership and 
support.
 
We have had an interesting year and can report on the 
following new member results so far in 2015:
 
Regular members added........................87               
Family members added..........................94
Recruiters.............................................51                            
Clubs/Chapters represented...................16
 
As a reminder, we have an ongoing recruitment incentive 
program (until 12/31/15) which recognizes you, the 
recruiter, in accordance with the following schedule:

1-4 New Regular Members...........Certificate of Appreciation
5-9 New Regular Members.............................$10.00 check
10-14 New Members..........................................$50 check
15-19 New Members..........................................$75 check
20+ New Members...........................................$100 check 

Can you imagine what we'd be like if every member signed 
up just one (1) new member? It would be awesome!
Membership Applications may be found on the ITPA 
website at www.nationalitpa.com. So proper credit can be 
given to you, the recruiter, your name must be entered on 
the Sponsors' line and sent with the $25 dues to Alissa at 
the national office.
 
The $25 check must be made out to ITPA and mailed to 
our Administrator, Alissa Moss at 438 W. Oglethorpe Hwy, 
Hinesville, GA 31313.
 
As a final reminder, a portion of the $25 willl be returned to 
your club. How easy can that be?  
 
GO FOR IT FELLOW MEMBERS! YOU'LL FEEL GOOD ABOUT 
YOUR EFFORTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS. SUPPORT YOUR 
CLUB OR CHAPTER AND NATIONAL ORGANIZATION.

    —Lee Jacobs, Chair

Assembly News—ITPA is Heading to the East Side of Memphis April 
22, 23,24!

Final Hotel Landing will be announced as soon as a contract is signed.
We will be Centrally located in the United States for this event and want 
a huge amount of participation.

Rates are currently being negotiated and will without a doubt be 
cheaper per night than you have seen in a while!

There are tons of things to do in Memphis and rates will be negotiated 
for three days prior to the Assembly and three days after to allow for 
Cultural Adventures. To name a few: Beale Street, Beale Street Landing 
(Riverboats on the Mississippi), Graceland and the Elvis Automobile 
Museum, The Fed Ex Forum, Gibson Guitar Company, The Memphis 
Fire Museum and The Rendezvous Restaurant all make the short list 
but it can go on for quite some time.

 I challenge everyone to invite 4 Pioneers to this event. Let’s do it 
right—In true Elvis form—TCB—TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS!
 
Leon Yard, 1st VP National ITPA
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Club Corner

Buckey State Chapter

The 36th annual Buckeye State Chapter Convention was 
held September 26, 2015 at the Comfort Inn, Bellefontaine, 
Ohio. President Charoltte Baker presided. Pioneers 
attended from Ohio, Florida and South Carolina. ITPA 
National President Becky Hollis shared news from the 
National office and updated attendees on the progress 
made by her charity, the North American Bear Association. 
Becky touched on her visits with Chapters across the U.S.A. 
She encouraged all pioneers to submit articles to national 
for publication and to submit their projects for National 
Award consideration. Becky thanked all pioneers for the 
good works they provide in their communities and she 
looks forward to seeing everyone at Spring Assembly in 
Memphis, Tennessee.

Attendees to the Buckeye State Chapter event in 
Bellefontaine carpooled to the highest point in Ohio 
(1549 feet), Campbell Hill, located on the Ohio Hi-Point 
Career Center campus. Many pictures were taken to 
commemorate the event. While Bellefontaine is home to 
the shortest street and the first concrete street in America, 
other activities beckoned the group. The caravan traveled 
to nearby West Liberty where the best ice-cream EVER 
was sampled. Of course, we couldn’t leave West Liberty 
without a visit to Marie’s Candies. Purchases of handmade 
chocolates of every flavor and texture and lots of other 
candy goodies definitely put a dent in some budgets. 
Mmm! So good!!

Group photo taken by Verba Miller 
at Campbell Hill (highest point in 
Ohio) and 2nd photo featuring 
Sue Lehmkuhe (Buckeye State 
Chapter) and Chris Bailey (father 
of the Buckeye State Chapter 
scholarship winner) accepting the 
Scholarship award for his daughter 
Bridget Bailey. She is a student at 
Ohio State University.

The day was made complete when we were joined by 
Kim and Chris Bailey, the parents of the Buckeye State 
Scholarship winner, Bridget Bailey, granddaughter of 
Pioneer Lyle Bailey of the Warren/John Zampedro Pioneer 
club. Buckeye Chapter Pioneers raise funds for the

Tar Heel Chapter Convention

From left to right: ITPA National 
President, Becky Hollis, 1920’s 

flapper girl, aka Big Mama, pictured 
here with former ITPA National 
Presidents Nancy Schnitzer aka 
Bouncer Bill’s Doll (2008-2009), Jim 
Jolly aka Jollyman (2009-2010), 
Ronnie Cashwell aka Musicman 
(2013-2014); Current President, 
Becky Hollis, Harold Hayes aka Lips 
(2007-2008), and James McCartney 
aka Moneyman (2014-2015).
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scholarship through donations and the highly popular 
“Pennies for Pioneers” project.

We met at the Amish home of Jonas Hershberger for a melt 
in your mouth home cooked meal of pan fried fall off the 
bone chicken, homemade ham loaf, mashed potatoes with 
gravy, chicken noodles and  green beans. Add a broccoli 
cauliflower salad and homemade lemonade or ice tea. 
Wow! And there is more; Homemade, light as a feather 
biscuits and apple butter. Top that off with homemade 
banana cream or peanut butter pie. Mouth watering yet?

Pioneers coming together to break bread, share community 
service ideas and relate their part of telephony history. Do 
you recall when the first dial appeared on a telephone? Jim 
Hoskinson shared a story about dial tone. A young man 
asked, “What is dial tone?” You see, cell phones don’t have 
dial tone and the young man evidently had never had a 
land line.

CarlHill Galloway: Backpack Buddies
For the 2nd consecutive year, the CHG Pioneer club 
assisted in organizing CenturyLink’s Backpack Buddies 
Program held during the first two weeks of June in Apopka.  
We would like to thank all for providing non-perishable 
food and/or cash donations. Your support resulted in the 
following donations which were 
given to local charities in Central 
Florida:

l  Sharing Center (Seminole 
County): 163lbs of food and 
$1167 cash (CTL match + 
employee donations)

l  Total Restoration (Orange 
County): 163lbs of food and 
$568 cash (CTL match + 
employee donations)

l  Second Harvest (Orange 
County): $1962 cash

Big Bend Pioneers in 
Tallahassee, Florida have collected 
and delivered donations of books, 
magazines, clothing, household 
and miscellaneous items over the 
past several months to the Lucky Duck Resale for Autism 
thrift store. Donations are resold and the earnings are used 
to support local families struggling with autism. Families 
are helped with therapy, therapy equipment, groceries, gas 
for trips to research hospitals, clothing and transportation 
among other things. Earlier this year, Big Bend members 
decided to further support the organization by selecting 
Lucky Duck as our charity of choice to receive our National 
ITPA 1st Place Award winnings of $90 received for our 
Lighthouse Children's Home project award entry.  

Florida State Chapter ITPA
The Florida State Chapter held its Annual Banquet on 
Saturday, September 19, 2015 at the Palmer Legends 
Country Club, The Villages, Florida. The gathering was 

hosted by the Big Bend Club of Tallahassee and included 
patio social hour, dinner, singing entertainment by Big 
Bend Club President James White, door prizes and a 
50/50 drawing benefiting The North American Bear Center. 
National ITPA President Becky Hollis performed the 
installation of officers and provided an update of National 
ITPA activities. Next year, the Annual Banquet will be 
hosted by the Otto Wettstein Pioneer Club of Leesburg, 
Florida.

The Otto Wettstein Jr. Pioneer Club will host their 
38th Annual Christmas Luncheon on Tuesday, December 
8, 2015. The event is held for retired club members 
and their spouses as well as other retirees that worked 
in the club’s serving area. The event will be held at the 
Leesburg Community Building located at 109 Dixie Avenue 
in Leesburg, FL. Admission is a $5.00 donation which will 
be given to a local charity and help with the cost of the 
luncheon. The program begins at 11am with lunch being 
served at the conclusion of the program. Attendees are 
asked to bring a non perishable food item to be donated 
to a local charity. Last year over 400 pounds of food was 
donated to the Beyond the Walls ministry of Heritage 
Community Church in Fruitland Park. For more information 
regarding the event contact Jo Ann Esposito at espogirl56@

yahoo.com or Jo Myers at jdmye@yahoo.
com no later than November 24th, 2015.

Sooner Chapter of ITPA
What a great year the Sooner Chapter has 
had in Oklahoma with ITPA. Our annual 
meeting was conducted in Rockwall, 
Texas, at the Hilton Lakefront Resort in 
conjunction with Oklahoma Telephone 
Association. Our large project for this 
year was to conduct a membership drive. 
The chapter was able to increase its 
membership by 25 percent, proving that a 
new group of workers are interested and 
willing to become involved. Not stopping 
there, our plans are to move forward to 
reach out and touch all the companies in 
Oklahoma to continue this success into 
2016.

From our meeting, the chapter has set goals to continue to 
provide a positive impact in the communities that members 
serve. The Sooner chapter will continue to raise funds to 
provide scholarships for students in rural Oklahoma. This 
last year the chapter gave funds to support two scholarship 
through the Oklahoma Telephone Foundation.  The chapter 
is looking for ways to direct the scholarships towards those 
entering the fields of communication. 

Next year our goal is to host an auction to obtain additional 
funds for this needed cause and to continue to increase 
membership.  

Club Corner
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Awards

Dear Chapter and Club Presidents:

It is time again to share with others the pioneering stories 
of the past year. We hope that each of you are busy 
collecting data on your community service projects and 
plan to submit at least one entry for our awards program. 
Chapters and Clubs who have submitted their Annual 
Report Forms are eligible for the Awards Program.

Please be sure to read the award packet completely and 
only use forms from the packet that was mailed to you, as 
items and requirements have changed.

Chapters and Clubs may again elect to receive a certificate 
and check for the charity of their choice in lieu of a plaque 
for a winning first, second or third place entry. Checks 
and certificates along with awards will be presented at the 
ITPA Annual Spring Assembly.

Please be aware of the following deadlines:

February 8th—Chapter/Club Presidents must 
submit all entries to their respective Region 
Vice President. If you are close to meeting 
the deadline for submissions, then overnight 
the submission via FedEx, UPS, or US Postal 
Mail. Entries postmarked after February 8th 
will have points deducted from their entries.

February 22nd—Region Vice Presidents must 
submit all eligible entries to the National 
Office.

I look forward to reading about your 
accomplishments this year. 

 —Janet Goss, Awards Chairman

The Pinellas/Pasco Telephone 
Pioneers Club Fall Picnic was held 

from 11:00 a.m. A.M. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, 
October 17, 2015, in shelter #1 at Eagle 
Lake County Park on Keene Road, located 
between Rosary and Belaire Roads in Largo. 
The picnic was organized by Al Corcoran and 
his wife. The menu included fried chicken 
assortment, baked beans, salads including 
homemade potato salad, dinner rolls, an assortment of 
delicious desserts, and iced tea or bottled water. After the 
lunch, there was a 50/50 drawing for those who wanted to 
participate, and a drawing for door prizes for everyone. The 
picnic offered an opportunity to reconnect with old friends. 
A good time was had by all who attended. 

The Comporium Pioneers took on a project to build, fill 
and place Free Little Libraries in depressed neighborhoods 
within our service area. The first was placed in the Paradise 
neighborhood of Fort Mill SC on Sept 24th. A dedication 
is being planned for October 25th. The next two are 
scheduled for neighborhoods in Lancaster SC and Rock Hill 
SC respectively. Pioneers collected books and will give them 
to the churches in the area where the libraries are placed. 
The Libraries were constructed using old telephone booths.

Club Corner
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The ITPA Charitable Foundation co-hosted a Wounded 
Warrior Battalion Staff Appreciation Luncheon. The 

Battalion located at Fort Stewart, Georgia, whose front 
gate is in Hinesville, GA, home of the ITPA National 
Office and Hall of Fame Telephone Museum. More than 
100 staff members and battalion staff attended the 
luncheon. Members of United Military Care Inc., VFW, 
and the Hinesville Military Affairs Committee adorned the 
site with patriotic décor. The highlight of the event was a 
live demonstration of precision freefall executed by Fort 
Stewart’s exhibition parachute team. The jumpers exited 
a C-182 Aircraft from an altitude of 5, 000 feet over the 
National Office and landed in a field between to ponds on 
the 154 acre site. The jumpers traveled in excess of 120 
mph! 

Your donation to the ITPA Charitable Foundation was used 
to fund this event. In the very near future, we hope to also 
host the Wounded Warriors through tours to the museum, 
luncheons and leisure activities at Bryant Commons. There 
is also a need to provide maintenance on items such 
as exercise bikes, archery equipment and wheel chairs. 
When you’re paying your dues in January, please consider 
making a donation to the ITPA Charitable Foundation, 
so that we can continue support our Wounded Warriors. 
The ITPA Charitable Foundation also provides support to 
the Alzheimer’s Association….Together we can make a 
difference.

Charitable Foundation
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