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PIONEER
independent telecommunications pioneer association

23rd Annual Assembly Scheduled for New Bern,
North Carolina!

R

onnie Cashwell, the
Carotel Club and Tar
Heel Chapter invite you to
attend the 23rd Annual
ITPA Assembly in beautiful
historic New Bern, North
Carolina at the Doubletree
by Hilton-Riverfront!

Please make
plans
now to attend
May 17-19,
2013.

Room rates are $109.00
for basic Double/Queen/
King rooms. Last day to
make reservations at the
convention rate is April
17th. Room rates are good
May 16-May 20.
For room reservations
contact:
The Doubletree by HiltonRiverfront
100 Middle Street, New
Bern, North Carolina,
28560
Phone: 252-638 3585
Hotel website:
http://tinyurl.com/
banolxz

Book online with this
Reservation URL: http://
tinyurl.com/bat9xxg
The closest airport is
Coastal Carolina Regional
Airport and is served by
Delta and US air. Airport
code is EWN.

The President's Corner
Greetings From the South

M

aybe I
should

have
started this
letter with
Greetings
from the cold
south.

Last week,
we had some
really cold
weather
down in the 20s, but today it is sunny
and bright and with that comes sunny
greetings.
Once again, I’d like to thank my former
company, Comporium Communications,
for representing me in my activities
and travels during my Pioneer year.
Since we had our assembly in May,
I have been able to travel to some
delightful places. I stayed at hotel
Myers and (yes, that means Jo Myers'
house) and attended a dinner and
installed officers for the Florida group.
It was great getting to see my adopted
family from Florida. I also attended
the Tar Heel convention In Southern
Pines, North Carolina where I feel right
at home, and then went to Moorhead
City for the Carotel Convention. This
was the first time I was able to attend
a Carotel Convention, and we all had
a great time despite the storm that
brought in stormy and rainy weather.
Then Cindy Downing and I were
invited to attend the Buckeye State
convention held in Ohio. Thanks to
Harold and Sandi Hayes, we were
shown all over the Amish area. And
yes, I did contribute greatly to the
economic development within the
Amish Country. Cheese, dips, knives,
shoes, sweaters—just a few of my
purchases. Thank goodness Harold
and Sandi were coming to South
Carolina and could bring our items
home—otherwise I would have had to
purchase another suitcase to bring my
goodies home.
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Next came some bad news, but with
it came good news. Our old office
administrator Kelly is no longer with us,
but in her place we have an absolutely
fantastic office administrator, Alissa
Moss. Alissa is a local person from the
Hinesville area and is married to Chris
Moss, a firefighter for the Hinesville
fire department. Not only did we get a
competent office manager, but we got
her husband as well. I’ve already been
the recipient of their turnip greens and
boy they were good.
We have had several more donations
of historical artifacts for the museum
and things are looking good in the
museum. Alissa had her first scheduled
tour of the museum and is on several
committees with the city. She’s learning
different contacts and how to promote
our museum within the community and
surrounding areas.
A new club was started in North
Carolina and we want to welcome
them into our group whenever we
can. It was a pleasure to install the
Comporium Pisgah Pioneer Club. I’m
still very concerned about my dear
mascot “Honey Bear.” She is roaming
somewhere in the United States,
hopefully spreading the Pioneering
Spirit of helping others. I have not
personally seen or heard from her
since the assembly when she was
kidnapped. I have heard she is ok, but
might be hanging out with some tough
characters. So, if any of you see or
hear from her, please tell her to find a
fellow Pioneer and stay safe.
With that in mind, pioneers keep
spreading Pioneer news and keep
doing all those good works that you all
do so well. I am fortunate to be a part
of such a loving group of people. You
are the best!!!!
Much love to all,
—Ann Beck
National ITPA President
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Please remember when your Club/Chapter
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addresses to the National Office and your
Region Vice President to ensure that our
records are up to date and we know who
to contact.

Hall of Fame Inductee
Independent Telecommunications Pioneer
Association (ITPA) Announce 2013 Hall of Fame
Inductee—Ray H. Smith

T

he ITPA Telephone Hall of Fame inductee for 2013 is
Ray H. Smith. Ray has an extraordinary 41 years of
Service to the Independent Telco Industry.

19th, 2013, in New Bern, North Carolina. For assembly
information, contact ITPA at itpa@telecom-pioneers.net, or
phone Alissa Moss at (912) 408-4872.
The Telephone Hall of Fame was founded in 1965 to
recognize individuals who have contributed to the growth
of the Independent Telecommunications Industry.

He was Editorial Director & Publisher of TE&M for over
30 years. After his retirement in 1994 from full-time
Publishing, he served an additional 10 years in active
telecom media consulting. Ray’s work at both the
Independent Telecommunications Pioneer Association and
TE&M have been visionary.
Ray H. Smith will be inducted into the ITPA Telephone
Hall of Fame Honors Court at the ITPA Assembly on May

From the Archives
Norwesco Telephone Museum is Now Part of the Marysville, WA Historical Society

W

e are proud to announce that the Norwesco Telephone Museum has joined the Marysville Historical Society and
their exhibits will be part of the new Museum. You can also see some of the Norwesco displays at our temporary Third
Street location in Maryseville, Washington.
On August 25, 2012, we had a Ground Breaking Ceremony at the New Museum location. Members of the Marysville
Historical Society and Norwesco Pioneer Club did the ground breaking. Construction is to start in October with completion
in some time in 2013.
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Club Corner
Iverson A. Lumpkin Pioneer Club

T

he Iverson A. Lumpkin Pioneers in Mattoon, Illinois,
held the annual Fall Auction in October and netted
proceeds of just over $5,800 for the Scholarship
Fund. Scholarships are typically awarded in May or June
each year. Additionally, the Club distributed charitable
donations amounting to $2,500 to twelve recipients: Camp
New Hope, Mattoon Community Food Center, Shelbyville
Food Pantry, Charleston Food Pantry, Litchfield Food Pantry,
Nokomis Food Pantry, Catholic Charities Food Pantry,
Compassionate Friends, St. Vincent DePaul, PADS, Camp
Care-a-lot and Coles Co. Mental Health-SASS. Plans are
underway for upcoming 2013 projects.
Our 2012 Scholarship winners from left to right are:
Kayla Myers (Granddaughter of retiree Al Walters), Austin
Saunders (Great Grandson of Lu Saunders) and Brooke
O'Hara (Daughter of Mary Beth O'Hara).

The North Star Chapter, Chaska, Minnesota
The North Star Chapter made their annual donation to
the Minnesota/North Dakota Chapter of Alzheimer’s. The
donation was made in November, National Alzheimer’s
month, and included: a 5-drawer file,
Keurig coffee machine, wireless
microphone and Bluetooth, pictures,
23” monitor and 3 Meridian phones
and display rack for the St. Cloud
office, totaling $2,443.27.
Since 1991, the Pioneer clubs of
Minnesota have donated $45,074.75
worth of office equipment to
Alzheimer’s. Picture includes the
Alzheimer’s staff and North Star
Chapter president, Fred Fischer (5th
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from right back row) and Karol Nielsen, secretary/treasurer
(6th from right back row).

Granite State Pioneers Bring Cheer to
Hillsboro House Residents
Every year the Granite State Pioneers brings Christmas
cheer to the residents of the Hillsboro House nursing home
in Hillsboro, NH. The residents are asked for a few ideas
of what they would each like to see under the tree, and
it's the Pioneers who make it happen for them—from the
purchasing, holding a 'wrapping' party, to bringing all the
gifts to the house and placing them under the tree.

Club Corner
Florida's Big Bend Pioneer Club
Big Bend Pioneers in Tallahassee celebrated the holiday
spirit by surprising two less fortunate families with
donations of gifts and food. A needy family of four was
identified through a local food share program and members
donated the ingredients for a holiday meal to help make
the season a little brighter for them. In addition, club
members decided to share extra food so that the family
would have plenty of groceries for other meals during the
holidays. Members also learned of a needy family that
wouldn't be able to provide gifts for their two children; a
seven-year-old girl and a special needs fifteen-year-old boy.
Members purchased items on the children's wish list and
donated wrapped presents to help make their dreams come
true during the holidays. Also, Pioneers and guests met for
a luncheon at the home of a club member in December to
socialize and plan projects for the coming year.

Otto Wettstein Jr. Pioneer Club
The Otto Wettstein Jr. Pioneer Club in Leesburg, Florida
held its 36th Annual Retiree Christmas Luncheon at the
Community Building in Leesburg on December 11th. Retired
club members, other retirees, their spouses and guests
attended the annual event.
The 144 attendees enjoyed a buffet lunch, catered by
Debbie Davis Catering, a long-time partner of the event.
They also enjoyed the fellowship, and socialized with those
they hadn’t seen since the last event or since they retired.
A door prize drawing was held after their meal. There were
54 door prizes bought and donated including 10 envelopes
with cash.
This year the guest speaker was Dr. Floyd Cogley from
the Lake County Shriner’s Club. Dr Cogley shared with
the group how transportation is provided to the Tampa
Shriner’s hospital and they also stay while the person has
their surgery. If someone cannot afford the surgery they
will take care of the bill. The Shriner’s are busy doing
many helpful things for our community. The club made
a $100.00 donation to the organization at the luncheon.
The attendees of the luncheon were asked to bring a non
perishable food item with them. This year, 263 pounds
of food was collected and donated to the local Leesburg
Food Bank to be distributed to those in need in the local
community. Next year’s event will take place on December
11, 2013. Mark your calendars.

to 96 3rd graders at Emerald Shores Elementary School
in Silver Springs Shores this year by club Secretary JoAnn
Esposito.
The club has amended the $1,000 Scholarship Grant
Guidelines to include grandchildren as well as dependents
of a member in good standing of the club. If you would
like to have the requirements or an application sent to you,
please contact Karen Marshall at kiki47@embarqmail.com.
The club will also be hosting the Florida State Chapter
Annual Banquet to be held on Saturday, September 21st,
2013. The time and place will be announced at a later date.
Save the date to come join fellow Pioneers for a night of
good food and lots of fun.

Tenneva Pioneer Club
On December 3, 2012 a group of pioneers and guest
enjoyed the “Spirit of Christmas.” This has been a
Christmas tradition for many years for the First Baptist
Church located in Blountville, Tenn. A delicious meal
consisting of turkey, dressing, green beans, potatoes,
cranberry salad, homemade rolls and hot fudge cake was
enjoyed by all. To highlight the afternoon, playing of the
hand bells and a live play were presented. Pioneers and
guest left feeling they all knew the real REASON for the
SEASON.

Comporium Pioneer Club Rings the Bell!
This past Christmas season, the Comporium Pioneers
decided to be a part of the annual Kettle drive for the
Salvation Army. Thirteen Pioneers, some of which were
our young Auxiliary members, volunteered to man the
kettle for a total of eight days in two-hour increments. Two
were even featured in a story broadcast on the local news
channel CN2 about the Kettle drive. “What a humbling
experience it is to stand in front of a store and ring the bell
for donations,” said one of our volunteers. It is a project we
hope to continue every
Christmas season.

The club will also be participating in The Dictionary Project
in 2013. Spanish/English dictionaries will be distributed
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ITPA 23rd Annual Assembly Registration Form
New Bern, NC

May 17-19, 2013

The Assembly Registration form is also available on the website for those who wish to print or use PayPal.

Member Name_____________________________________Nickname_______________________
Name of Guest (if applicable) ________________________________________________________
Daytime Phone Number ______________________E-Mail_________________________________
Chapter/Club Affiliation _____________________________________________________________
Company Affiliation _____________________Region ____________________________________
Are you a first-time Assembly attendee? _______________________________________________
Special Needs (Dietary or other)____________________________________________________
Registration fee includes:
		l
		l
		l
		l

Friday night Meet & Greet
Saturday afternoon Lunch
Sunday afternoon Awards Luncheon
Sunday Night Banquet

Cancellation Policy: We cannot issue a refund for cancellations received after April 18, 2013.
Registration fee must accompany this form. Make check payable to ITPA.

ITPA Member
		
Guest (non ITPA Member)

$125
$100

Grand Total Enclosed: $ ________

Please mail to: ITPA
P.O. Box 465
		
Hinesville, GA 31310
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Meet Alissa Moss
New Office Manager at ITPA

I

was born and raised in Hinesville, GA. I am married to Chris Moss who is a Captain and Fire
Investigator at the Hinesville Fire Department. We have four beautiful children: Karoline–age
11, Cole–age 9, Kassie–age 7, and Addison–age 5. As a family, we enjoy the great outdoors…
hunting, fishing, camping and gardening are our favorites. I am very excited about the
opportunity to work with the ITPA. Since I started in December, I have had the pleasure of
working with many of you. Thank you all for your support and encouragement. Chris and I look forward to meeting all of
you in New Bern, North Carolina at the 2013 Annual Assembly.

National Telephone
Museum Tour

Historical Foundation

G

ary Goff, a Century Link Pioneer and Business Sales
Consultant with Century Link in Hinesville, GA, gave a
tour of the National Telephone Museum to a group of 16
girl scouts and 3 leaders from Girl Scout Troop #30378.
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Charitable Foundation
Dear Pioneer Friends,
The New Year (2013) has come and we are looking forward to a time of sharing. We continue to strive for a year
of success in respect to helping others in many different ways. The ITPA Board and the Charitable Foundation
has come up with new ideas that will ultimately assist more folks. We will continue to support Alzheimers, as we
have in the past. At this time, we also want to take on a new project. I’m sure many of you have heard of the
“Wounded Warriors.” This project assists many of our disabled veterans and their families as they strive to return
to a “normal life” after serving our country bravely. To make this endeavor a success, we need your continued
support. Pioneers always come through when needed and we know this will not change.
Again, thank you for all your support. Keep up the good work.
God bless you all!
Harold Hayes
President
Charitable Foundation

