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independent telecommunications pioneer association

Register Now for the 26th Annual Assembly in 
Memphis, Tennessee!

Mark your calendars and make 
plans to attend the ITPA Annual 
Assembly in Memphis, Tennessee, 
birthplace of Rock ‘n’ Roll, Home of 
the Blues and BBQ Pork Capital of the 
World. 

The assembly will be held at the 
Crown Plaza Memphis East Hotel on 
April 22-24, 2016. When
reserving your room, mention code: 
NAA for a special rate of $92.00 a 
night plus taxes.

The assembly team is planning a 
weekend filled with Pioneering, 
fun activities, entertainment and 
some free time for you to go on 
an excursion. We welcome all ITPA 
members to attend. We look forward 
to seeing you all in Memphis!

The Assembly Committee is in need 
of “goodies” to fill the goody bags 
that will be given out at the assembly. 
These items can be representative of 
your company or club. We anticipate 
filling 100 bags.

What: 26th ITPA Annual 
Assembly

When: April 22 - 24, 2016

Where: Memphis, TN

Accomodations: Crown Plaza 
Memphis East Hotel, 2625 
Thousand Oaks Blvd., Memphis, 
TN 38118

Closet Airport: Memphis 
International Airport (6.4 miles 
from hotel)

  Airport Shuttle is available 
 
—See registration form on 
page 4
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Greetings from 
Sunny Florida!
I hope everyone 
had a happy 
holiday season and 
are having a good 
start to the new 
year!

    
The National Board experienced a huge 
loss last November with the passing of 
Jim McCartney. Mr. Jim, as he was fondly 
known, had been involved with ITPA for 
many years and will be greatly missed. 
In November, I traveled to Hinesville, GA 
for the Fall board meeting. While there, 
I participated in the ground breaking 
ceremony for the Veteran’s Memorial, 
which will be built on the grounds of 
Bryant Commons. Several of the board 
members attended the ground breaking 
as this was held at the same time of our 
board meeting. I felt honored to participate 
in such a moving ceremony.
  I am pleased we continue to have 
good numbers in our membership 
drive thanks to the dedication of our 
membership committee, which is chaired 
by Lee Jacobs. I know this is a difficult 
time keeping the members you have, 
much less increasing membership and 
raising funds. Please share projects 
and ideas with other clubs throughout 
the organization and we will only 
continue to grow. One sure way to do 

this is by submitting your project(s) for 
a National Award. Only good things can 
come if we work together. Descriptions 
of all award entries are shared at the 
Awards Recognition Ceremony held at the 
Assembly. 
  I encourage people if they are ever in 
the vicinity of the Hinesville area that they 
visit the National ITPA museum and see 
how the grounds are being developed into 
a vibrant hub of community activity. If you 
would like a tour of the museum, please 
contact Alissa Moss and she will be glad to 
assist you.
  I continue to search for my mascot Ted. 
E. Bear. He has been sighted but I can’t 
seem to find him. It will surely be good to 
see him when the ransom comes due at 
the Assembly. Speaking of the assembly, 
I hope to see you all at the next one that 
will be held in Memphis, TN April 22-April 
24. More information can be found at the 
National ITPA website http://nationalitpa.
com/2016%20assembly.html.
Put a bear hug into Pioneering,
   —Becky Hollis
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President's Corner

Please remember when your Club/Chapter 
officers change to send that information along 
with physical addresses or email addresses to the 
National Office and your Region Vice President 
to ensure that our records are up to date and we 
know whom to contact.

Love to shop? Support the ITPA while doing what you love.

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support the ITPA every 
time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find 
the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as 
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the pur-
chase price to the ITPA Charitable Foundation. The next time you shop Amazon, 
consider logging into the ITPA page at http://smile.amazon.com/ch/52-1819313. 
5% of the amount you spend will be given to the ITPA.
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Hall of Fame

Two distinguished telecommunicators have been 
newly-elected to the Telephone Hall of Fame of the 

Independent Telecommunications Pioneer Association.  
Edwin L. Barnes of Rock Hill, SC and the late Robert E. 
Stoffels of St. Petersburg, FL will be inducted on April 24, 
2016 at the Association's annual assembly to be held in 
Memphis, TN.

The 95-year old association numbering some 7,000 dues-
paying members with headquarters in Hinesville, GA 
began in 1965 to recognize individuals who had made 
"outstanding contributions to the Independent (non-Bell) 
telecommunications industry." ITPA has now honored 98 as 
Hall of Famers, most recently Glenn E. Bryant in 2015.

Barnes becomes the 
fourth member of his 
extended family to be 
recognized for leadership 
in one of the outstanding 
"small" telecom 
companies in the U.S. 
Now Comporium, Inc., 
the former Rock Hill (SC) 
Telephone Company is 
synonymous with the 
Barnes Family where Ed's 
father Frank S. Barnes 
Sr., brother Frank S. 
Barnes Jr., and  brother 
John M. Barnes Sr. are 
also Hall of Famers.  

During the 69 years Ed Barnes has served in the telephone 
industry, the life member of ITPA at age 89 continues 
to keep office hours contributing to the operation of 
Comporium where he is vice chairman of the board and 
an officer on several subsidiary companies. The Georgia 
Institute of Technology graduate engineer began his telco 
career as Accounting Manager then Commercial Manager at 
Rock Hill Tel, rising to serve as a president and director of 
the South Carolina Telephone and Broadband Association. 
He was inducted into the South Carolina Telephone Hall of 
Fame in 2002. Earlier, he was on the OPASTCO Operator 
Services Committee during the AT&T "take back" era and 
on various committees of the United States Telephone 
Association. Barnes is a retired U.S. Navy officer veteran of 
WW2.

Robert Stoffels, who passed away May 3, 2015 at age 
85, made stand-out contributions in two distinct telecom 
careers. During 30 years at GTE Automatic Electric 

Laboratories (1949-79), 
the electrical engineer 
from Northwestern (IL) 
University was credited 
with nine patents, largely 
in switching systems. 
He was a director of 
Electronic Telephone 
Switching System for 
GTE's entry product, the 
No. 1 EAX and later in 
charging of initiating and overseeing the Lab's Management 
Development Program out of Northlake, IL. Earlier, as a 
member of the U.S. Army Signal Corps, he helped design 
an automatic TWX (teletypewriter exchange) which today is 
a feature of all fax machines.

But it was not until Stoffels, following early retirement 
from AE, became editor-in-chief (1979-1994) of Telephone 
Engineer & Management (later America's Network) that 
Bob became much in demand as a speaker globally on the 
state of the telephone industry. The author of 16 books 
and some 600 by-lined articles and editorials in TE&M 
and Outside Plant magazines enjoyed a reputation for 
clear-eyed judgment and impeccable integrity. In semi-
retirement, Stoffels was re-elected repeatedly as the 
longest-serving-ever at-large director to the prestigious 
National Exchange Carrier Association. Bob was a senior 
member of the IEEE, a member of BICSI, life Pioneer as 
well as a visiting professor of both George Washington 
University and the University of Wisconsin at Madison.

Edwin L. Barnes

Robert E. Stoffels
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Deadline: April 1, 2016
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2015 Carotel Convention

The Carotel Club held its annual convention at Atlantic 
Beach at the Clamdigger Inn, October 30-31, 2015.  

About 90 retirees and active employees and their guests 
attended.  
  Friday night featured a Halloween costume contest with 
some 20 characters participating.  Raggedy Ann and Andy 
(Lynda and Kenneth Honeycutt) took the top prize – a 
paid registration for the 2016 Carotel Convention. Lynda 
was also installed as the 2015-2016 Carotel President. 
Afterwards, everyone got busy 
enjoying the pig pickin’ and 
dancing.
  On Saturday, attendees 
played bingo for prizes and 
enjoyed an auction that 
raised money for college 
scholarships.  Throughout the 
weekend, money was also 
raised through half-and-half 
drawings (Friday and Saturday 
nights), a weekend get-away 
raffle to Myrtle Beach, and the My Ding-A-Ling competition. 
Altogether, the Club raised over $1500.00!
  Saturday night featured fabulous seafood and other heavy 
hors d’oeuvres as the attendees donned their best attire 
and once again danced to beach, country, and line dance 
music.  

The Carl Hill Galloway Pioneer Club has been 
supporting The Christian Sharing Center since the 1980s. 
On Tuesday, December 15, CHG Pioneer club delivered 
585 lbs. of food, $300 worth of grocery gift cards, $250 
in cash and 41 used Printer Ink cartridges. Wow, that was 
quite a delivery! The Christian Sharing Center focuses 
on preventing hunger and homelessness for families and 
individuals in crisis.  This donation was very timely and will 
be used to help families in Seminole County.

Florida's Big Bend Pioneers
Big Bend Pioneers have supported the Dress for Success 
program for several years through our donations of 
women's clothing that can be used during job interviews 
when clients have no means of purchasing appropriate 
outfits themselves. Members recently delivered a large 
supply of assorted suits, blouses, dresses and shoes along 
with cosmetics to the Boutique where clients arrive in 
need and depart in style with a gently worn ensemble. 
A nationwide program, one goal of Dress for Success is 
to provide women with the skill sets and professional 
image required to become employed and succeed in the 
workplace.

Club Corner
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North Star Chapter
The North Star Chapter in Minnesota met in November and 
held their annual meeting. Members gathered at a local 
restaurant for a meal, socializing and election of officers. 
Club members are already busy planning their next annual 
social outing for 2016 to celebrate their volunteer projects. 
Charities selected for the upcoming year are Veteran's 
Home, American Cancer Society, Children's Cancer 
Research Fund, Southwest Food Shelf and the Salvation 
Army. They will also continue to make donations to the 
National Projects of Alzheimer's and Wounded Warrior 
Project.

Greetings Pioneer Friends,

Well, 2015 was a year full of change. As you all know, our 
dear friend and fellow Pioneer, Mr. Jim McCartney, passed 
away after a short illness. We are now left with a void 
among our ranks that seems impossible to fill. Mr. Jim 
would certainly encourage us to move on and we are in the 
process of trying to do that. He was the heart and soul of 
many projects within Historical, Charitable and, of course, 
ITPA itself. We loved him and miss him, but our jobs are 
not done. We must move forward in our efforts to keep 
on serving in our communities. That has been our goal 
for many years. We still support Alzheimer’s Research and 
Wounded Warriors Projects so we continue to seek your 
support in these areas.

As we move forward in 2016, the need is still there and will 
never go away. So, as you pay your dues, please consider 
a contribution to Charitable Foundation. There are many 
depending on us for assistance.

Thank you for your generous donations. They have 
provided much for those in need.

 —Harold Hayes, President, Charitable Foundation

James E. McCartney
“Mr. Jim”
Immediate Past President of  National 
ITPA

In our hearts you will always be…

Your Love, your 
Passion and your Pioneering Spirit for 
ITPA will forever be imprinted in our 
minds. So loved, So Missed by your 
ITPA Family.

Buckeye Chapter
Six ITPA (Independent Telecommunications Pioneer 
Association) members braved the snow, cold and windy 
conditions this morning (Saturday, January 23rd) to attend 
the Buckeye Chapter (Ohioitpa Buckeyepioneers) quarterly 
board meeting in Ashland, Ohio. The group set this year's
scholarship amount at $500 (available only to ITPA 
members and their families in Ohio clubs), made a 
donation to the Ohio Christmas Tree Association for their 
"Support the Troops" project (http://ohiochristmastree.org) 
and made a donation to the Dayton V.A. Center Hospice 
program. One of the best ways members support projects 
is through a "Pennies for Pioneers" project. Members save 
pennies throughout the year. It's amazing how quickly 
pennies can accumulate! In the photo (from left): Harold 
Hayes (Newark), Ethel Mason (Wooster), Charlotte Baker 
(Mansfield), Darlene Roll (Bellefontaine), Sue Lehmkuhle 
(Newark) and Ron Gaumer (Mansfield).

Charitable Foundation
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Save with GEICO

  
  As a valued member of ITPA, you could get a special discount on car insurance with 

GEICO! Now, when you get a quote with GEICO, simply tell us you‘re an ITPA member, 
and you could be eligible for a special discount from GEICO. 

 To start a quote, call 1-800-368-2734 or visit our webpage www.geico.com/tech/itpa


