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PIONEER
independent telecommunications pioneer association

Register Now for the 2017 Annual Assembly!
What: 27th ITPA Annual Assembly
When: April 21–April 24, 2017
Where: Jacksonville, Florida
www.visitjacksonville.com
Accommodations: Crown
Plaza Hotel, 14670 Duval Road,
Jacksonville, FL
1-877-559-0015
www.cpJacksonvilleAirport.com
Mention Code ITP for a reduced rate
of $89.00 nightly
Deadline for making reservations:
March 21, 2017

N

OW, NOW, is the time
to register for the
27th Annual Assembly in
Jacksonville, Florida!
Please mark your calendars
and make your reservations
to attend the ITPA Annual
Assembly in Jacksonville,
Florida, home of beautiful
beaches and The Jacksonville
Jaguars.
This year, Assembly will be held
at the newly renovated Crown

Plaza Hotel on April 2124. When reserving your
room, please mention
Code ITP for a reduced
rate of $89.00 plus taxes
per night.
This year's Assembly
team has been working
really hard to plan a
weekend of fun, activities
and entertainment that
you will really enjoy.
There will be some
free time to see some
great attractions around
the city and the best
shopping in the world.
We welcome all ITPA
members and their
families to attend!
As always, the committee
is in need of "goodies" to
fill the goody bags that
will be given out at the
assembly. All items are
welcome.

President's Corner

R

ock

Hill,
SC—As

you all
now
know,
the ITPA
Family
has lost
a vital
member.
Lee Jacobs, ITPA Membership Committee
Chairperson is finally above sickness and
pain and is now feeling the Glory of God.
He was a Good man, a Good Husband to
Elfie and a good Father to his children.
His Leadership by Example should serve
as a lesson to the rest of our Family. Lee
worked hard for our organization but
harder for his Community and they will
notice his absence. I hope he has inspired
others to step up as he has me. Lee and
Elfie were a Staple in my National trips
when they were able to attend and there
was nothing more enjoyable than having
breakfast, lunch or dinner to accentuate
the wonderful conversations we shared.
Please keep Elfie and the rest of his
Family in your prayers!

Florida at the National Assembly. There
have been NO other LEADS, PICTURES
or anything else regarding an update on
the whereabouts of his Big Brother. SO,
Chump Change has taken matters into
his own hands. Those who attended the
National Assembly may remember that
there were 10 Cousins on the tables for
one meal and now they are being HELD
for RANSOM to raise money for Big MuhnKee’s SAFE RETURN. These cousins will be
traded for a $50.00 donation that will end
up supporting the New President’s Charity
of Choice. They will be caged and on
display in Jacksonville. Please help Chump
Change raise this DEMAND money! You
do not have to wait until April to FREE
your COUSIN. Just contact me, Leon
Yard by email at leon.yard@comporium.
com. Payment can be made prior to the
Assembly or During the Assembly.
In the meantime, Chump Change and I
will be traveling and spreading the word—
PIONEERS DON’T MONKEY AROUND!

Chump Change is worried. It appears that
not only was his Big Brother, Big Muhn
Kee, kidnapped but there is a desperate
act in the works. Part of the DEMAND for
Big Muhn-Kee’s SAFE Return is payment
of a RANSOM to be paid in Jacksonville,

Are you looking for ways to connect and
advance the mission of your club?
Give Facebook a try. Facebook is FREE and it creates an official presence for your
club. Facebook is a great strategy for driving club awareness. Members are able to
stay up to date on top news, upcoming events, and volunteer opportunities. It is
also an invaluable tool for recruiting new members as it allows you to easily connect
with former telecom employees and potential members. These potential members
can surf your site at any time to learn about the organization and its past events.
There’s nothing that members, supporters, and new recruits like more than seeing
exactly where and how their donations are being used. No need to worry about
security; you are able to assign administrators (club members) to monitor the page
and to approve content before it is posted. What’s super cool about Facebook is the
administrators are able to gauge the reach of each post published to the page (Ex:
376 people reached). Advertise upcoming events/volunteer opportunities on your
facebook page. Members can create an events page and invite members and friends
to the event. Facebook will send reminder alerts to those who express an interest in
attending an upcoming event or volunteer opportunity Pioneers, it’s time to secure
your club’s presence on the world's largest professional network and watch your
membership GROW!
—Happy Pioneering! Leadership Committee
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The Pioneer Magazine
The official publication of the
Independent Telecommunications
Pioneer Association
ITPA Officers
Leon Yard, President
2072 Dunlap Roddey Rd.
Rock Hill, SC 29730
Phone: (803) 448-8116
Leon.Yard@Comporium.com
James White, 1st Vice President
PMB 176, 12620-3 Beach Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32246
Phone: (904) 874-9991
Jlw650i@gmail.com
Jo Ann Esposito, 2nd Vice President
7 Silver Terrace
Ocala, FL 34472
Phone: 352-687-3782
joann.esposito@centurylink.com
Jo Myers, Secretary/Treasurer
438 W. Oglethorpe Hwy
Hinesville, GA 31313
Phone: (877) 320-ITPA
jdmye@yahoo.com
Becky Hollis, Immediate Past President
8446 Augustwood Lane
Tallahassee, FL 32311
Phone: (850) 656-9047
Labs4ne1@embarqmail.com
ITPA Staff Office
Alissa Moss, Executive Director
438 West Oglethorpe Hwy
Hinesville, GA 31313
Phone: (912) 408-4872
Toll free: (877) 320-4872
Fax: (912) 408-4874
itpa@telecom-pioneers.net
Please send stories about your club or
chapter to ITPA at the contact
information above.
The Pioneer Magazine is developed by
the ITPA Public Relations Committee
and is published three times a year by
the Independent Telecommunications
Pioneer Association.
Postmaster: Address corrections
requested. Mail to:
ITPA
438 West Oglethorpe Hwy.
Hinesville, GA 31313
www.nationalitpa.com
Please remember when your Club/Chapter
officers change to send that information along
with physical addresses or email addresses to the
National Office and your Region Vice President
to ensure that our records are up to date and we
know whom to contact.

Hall of Fame

A

nother of telecommunications' outstanding senior
executives has been elected to the Telephone Hall of
Fame of the Independent Telecommunications Pioneer
Association. Joe T. Ford of Little Rock, AR will be inducted
on April 23, 2017 at the Association's annual assembly to
be held in Jacksonville, FL.
The 96-year old association numbering some 7000 duespaying members with headquarters in Hinesville, GA
began in 1965 to recognize individuals who had made
"outstanding contribution to the Independent (non-Bell)
telecommunications industry." ITPA has now honored
100 as Hall of Famers, most recently Edwin L. Barnes and
Robert E. Stoffels in 2016.
Ford's retirement as chairman culminated 48 years of
distinguished service in telecommunications while building
Alltel Corporation's value in 2008 to $29 billion.
As is often the case with trailblazers, this journey began
modestly in 1959. Ford was seen by his future fatherin-law, the late Hugh Wilbourn Jr. (also an ITPA Hall of
Famer) as a man with true business acumen, a supremely
confident risktaker who saw opportunities everywhere to
build a business that could bring modem communications
to the lives of millions, not just thousands, of citizens,
as described by those who nominated Ford for the ITPA
recognition.
So Wilbourn, the president and co-owner of tiny holding
company Allied Telephone Company with only 65
employees operating a dozen rural Arkansas telcos at the
time, hired the promising 22-year old as a junior manager.
A year later the service provider turned a profit as Ford
was named a director and, by 1963, vice president and
treasurer. In 1974, Allied had 142,000 telephones as the
eleventh largest Independent in the country with stock
selling at an earnings multiple nearly twice that of AT&T.
Ford was elected president in 1977 as Allied became one of
the first phone companies in the U.S. to offer local digital
telephone service.
In subsequent decades, Joe lead Allied through more
than 250 mergers and acquisitions far beyond the state's
borders while expanding into wireless communications
and information technology. The 1983 merger with Mid
Continent Telephone Company of Ohio—four times Allied's
size—saw Ford become president of the new firm and
altered the Little Rock skyline with a treelined tier of office
buildings along the southern vista of the Arkansas River.
Following the government-ordered breakup of the Bell
System and deregulation of the communications market,
Ford was one of the first to see the potential of wireless
and entered bidding for cellular markets. From 70%
ownership of a system in Charlotte, NC in 1985, through
its first wireless retail store in 1993 the spectacular round

of growth continued
after 1996 when son,
Scott T. Ford, joined the
company as executive
vice president. Together
over ten years the two
acquired firms that ran
the company to annual
revenues to nearly $10
billion with EBITDA
of $3.3 billion when
Verizon Wireless bought
Alltel in June 2008.
Over the years, Ford
was unique in having
served as a public
servant not only in business but also as a state of Arkansas
state senator for 16 years under five governors. He helped
push through many of the reforms his father Archie--an
Arkansas commissioner of education--espoused: the first
funding of public kindergartens, free high school textbooks,
public school education for physically and mentally disabled
children and a host of other long-sought benefits.
A former director of the U.S. Telephone Association where
he chaired the Government Relations Committee and the
Legislative Committee, Ford was also a director of the
strategic National Exchange Carriers Association and a
past president of the Arkansas Telephone Association. He
served as president of the Greater Little Rock Chamber of
Commerce, the Baptist Medical System, The City Education
Trust, the Arkansas State Chamber of Commerce and as a
trustee of the development group Fifty for the Future. Joe's
been a director of some eleven companies, including Duke
Power Co., Textron, the Stephens Group, Eltek ASA, the
Dial Corporation, First Commercial Bank of Little Rock.
While too numerous to list totally, Ford's awards include
Distinguished Alumnus from the University of Arkansas
(1987), Little Rock Rotary Club's Business Leader of
the Year (1992), the William F. Rector Memorial Award
for Distinguished Civic Achievement from Fifty for the
Future for his contributions to the development of
Central Arkansas. And, in 2014, the Economics Arkansas
Leadership in Free Enterprise Award. He retired as a
captain in the Arkansas National Guard.
Today, approaching 80, Joe Ford with his son run a new
company they formed, Westrock Coffee Company (see
Google), with production facilities and trading operations
in Africa, Europe and the U.S. and retail presence in stores
across America.
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ITPA 27th Annual Assembly Registration Form
Jacksonville, FL

April 21-24, 2017

The Assembly Registration form is also available on the website for those who wish to print or use PayPal.

Member Name____________________________Name of Guest ___________________________
Daytime Phone Number ______________________E-Mail_________________________________
Chapter/Club Affiliation _____________________________________________________________
Dietary Restrictions________________________________________________________________
First-time Assembly attendee? Yes c

No c (Grant available by contacing national office)

Registration fee includes the following meals and activities:
l Friday — Meet and Greet dinner buffet
l Saturday — Breakfast buffet and lunch
l Saturday afternoon — (Dinner is on your own unless a dinner theater ticket from the Alhambra is
				
purchased)
l Sunday — Hall of Fame Luncheon/afternoon Awards ceremony
l Sunday — Banquet/installation/entertainment
Saturday afternoon/evening activities: (No refunds will be issued and you will not be able to sign up at assembly.)
c A
 lhambra Dinner Theatre- $60.00 per person -“Dream Girls” follows the development, conflicts and the eventual breakup of the
three-member female singing group that parallels to the story of “The Supremes.” The music is period, the characters are similar
and the conflicts are as real and powerful as the stories you have heard. You will laugh and cry at the price of fame and its effect
on all involved.
c Anheuser-Busch Beer Master Tour- $25.00 per person (1hr. 45 min walking tour). An in depth, behind the scenes look at the
brewing and packaging of Budweiser. This tour includes a sample directly from a finishing tank and sampling flight in the
taproom. Fully closed shoes are required.
c Anheuser-Busch Beer School- $10.00 per person (45 minutes in class room setting). Learn the 5 steps to a “Better Beer
Experience.” Class includes a gift and sample flight in taproom.
c I do not want to take a tour.

Registration fee: Payment for registration must accompany this form. Check the appropriate option below.
Make check payable to ITPA.
c ITPA Member		

$125

c Guest			

$125

c Hall of Fame Lunch Only
(Non Registered)		

$ 30

c Alhambra Dinner Theatre

$ 60 x Number of participants____________

c Beer Master Tour		

$ 25 x Number of participants____________

c Beer School			

$ 10 x Number of participants____________

Grand Total Enclosed:

$______________________________

Cancellation Policy: Cancellations received after April 1, 2017 are non-refundable.
Mail registrations and payments to: ITPA, 438 W. Oglethorpe Hwy, Hinesville, GA 31313
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Hotel Accommodations:
Crowne Plaza Hotel
14670 Duval Road
Jacksonville, FL
PH: 1-877-559-0015
www.cpJacksonvilleAirport.com

Deadline to make hotel
reservations: March 21,
2017. Mention code ITP for
a special rate of $89.00 per
night.

For more information,
please read letter from
1st Vice President
James White posted at
https://goo.gl/olqlMe
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Club Corner

T

he Granite State Pioneer Club
is dedicated to giving back to the
community in every way it can throughout
the year. But probably the most rewarding
event of the year is when the Pioneer
Club delivers a car load of Christmas gifts
to the residents of the Hillsborough House
Nursing Home just before the Christmas
holiday. Pioneer Club volunteers shop,
wrap, and deliver the presents to the
residents. Then on Christmas day, the
folks at the Hillsborough House get to
open all of the gifts.
Big Bend Pioneers in Tallahassee held
their annual meeting in October to elect
officers and plan activities for 2017. A
review of some of the 2016 Pioneer
projects included many donations of
toiletries to Brehon Family Services which
benefits local families by providing services to promote
healthy babies and prevent child abuse and neglect;
multiple donations of items that could be resold at the
thrift store for Lucky Duck Resale for Autism to support
local families with autistic children; several donations of
miscellaneous goods to the Lighthouse Children's Home
thrift store which uses the profits to house and provide
education to troubled youth; and partnering with other
Florida Pioneer Clubs and Florida Chapter to financially
support PET in Michigan; the Charity of Choice of former
National ITPA President Jim McCartney. Big Bend has
received community recognition and thank you letters for
supporting the different organizations.
Comporium Pioneers—Ringing the Salvation Army Bell is
a family affair. For the fourth year, the Comporium Pioneer
Club rang the Bell during the
Salvation Army’s Kettle Season.
The past 3 years the club
committed to four hours a week,
but this year the club members
decided to double their efforts
and commit to eight hours a
week. Pioneers and their family
members, in teams of two, rang
the Bell at the Rock Hill K-Mart
on Thursdays from 6pm-8pm
and on Saturdays from 10a-4pm.
Ringing the Bell has become a
family tradition among many of
our Pioneers who look forward to
spending a few hours together
“Doing the Most Good”
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The Otto Wettstein Jr. Pioneer
Club in Leesburg Florida held its 39th
Annual Retiree Christmas Luncheon at
the Community Building in Leesburg on
December13th. Retired club members,
other retirees, their spouses and guests
attended the annual event. The 125
attendees enjoyed a buffet lunch, catered
by Debbie Davis Catering, a long time
partner of the event. They also enjoyed the
fellowship and socialized with those they
hadn’t seen since the last event or since
they retired. Door prize drawings were
held after their meal. The guest speaker
for the event was Debbie DeSimone from
Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church
in Candler, FL. Debbie shared with the
group the purpose of their Food Bank and
how they help people in the community
from all walks of life. The club made a $100 donation to
the organization at the luncheon. The attendees of the
luncheon were asked to bring a non perishable food item
with them. A total of 501 pounds of food was collected
and donated to their Food Bank. This year’s event will take
place on December 12, 2017. Mark your calendars. We will
be celebrating the 40th anniversary of the event and plan
on some special surprises.
The club also hosted the 52nd Annual Florida State
Chapter Banquet held on Saturday, September 24th 2016
at the Jacksonville Country Club in Jacksonville Florida. 30
members and guests attended the event including ITPA
National Leon Yard and his family. Leon also installed
the 2016-2019 Officers and Directors of the Florida State
Chapter. Those officers and Directors are as follows: Jo Ann
Esposito President, James White
Vice President, Carolyn Kelly
Secretary, Jo Myers Treasurer,
Alton John President ex-officio,
Nancy Schnitzer Director-Florida
Big Bend Club, Yolanda Adams
Director-Carol Hill Galloway
Pioneer Club and Karen Marshall
Director-Otto Wettstein Jr.
Pioneer Club. Directors at Large
are Becky Hollis Florida Big
Bend Club, Sanja Hartfield and
Lorrie Andrew Carl Hill Galloway
Pioneer Club.

In Memoriam: Leland "Lee" Jacobs
Leland “Lee” Jacobs 1934-2017
ITPA National Board Member - Membership
Committee Chairman

L

ee was an active board member of the National ITPA and
Membership Committee Chairman and committed Pioneer to
the Carl Hill Galloway Pioneer Club. His leadership was five star
and he was loved by all. Mr. Lee was a dedicated and dependable
member, mentor and friend. Mr. Lee was the membership chair
for ITPA, he organized the speakers for our Carl Hill Galloway’s
Quarterly Luncheons, collected donations for the Sharing Center,
mailed newsletters to members without email and he project
managed the Annual Holiday Turkey Drive to name a few. Mr. Lee
always found a way to make us laugh. We are forever grateful for
his mentorship, leadership, genuine heart for others; a footprint in
Pioneering that will remain in our hearts forever.
—Sanja Hartfield, President, Carl Hill Galloway Pioneer Club

Charitable Foundation
My Dear Pioneering Friends,
I continue to be overwhelmed by your
continued generosity. Once again, you have
responded in such a wonderful way to the
needs of others. That is what Pioneering
is all about. As always, we are poised and
ready, when the need arises, to assist
where and when we are able. We pray that
no disasters occur, but if it happens we will
be available. This is because Pioneers care
about each other, and it shows.
Our heartfelt thanks go out to each and
every one of you. God bless you all.
—Harold Hayes. President
ITPA Charitable Foundation

Love to shop? Support the ITPA while doing what you love.
Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for you to support the ITPA every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at
smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the
added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to the ITPA Charitable Foundation.
The next time you shop Amazon, consider logging into the ITPA page at http://smile.amazon.com/ch/52-1819313.
5% of the amount you spend will be given to the ITPA.
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ITPA
438 West Oglethorpe Hwy
Hinesville, GA 31313
www.nationalitpa.com
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