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independent telecommunications pioneer association

Happy 100th Anniversary, ITPA! 1920-2020

D   ear ITPA members,

The Independent Telecommunications Pioneer Association 
(ITPA) continues into the next 100 years as a volunteer 
organization thanks to all of you!  ITPA has been serving 
the public, dedicated to community service on behalf of the 
independent telecommunications industry, since 1920.

This letter is being sent to chapters and clubs. It is our hope 
that you will share the information with your members.

Just before this was written, the decision was made to 
postpone the “100th Anniversary Celebration” in Hinesville, 
Georgia, in early November 2020. The board will review 
COVID-19 status in January 2021 to determine when a 
celebration can be held. Plans include having a celebration 
party; planting a tree near the ITPA museum and national 
office in the Bryant Commons park area; “making memories” 
by taking a photo of attendees similar to the kind that 
was taken when ITPA was formed in 1920 at Winona 
Lake, Indiana, and again in 1995, when there was a 75th 
anniversary celebration at Winona Lake; dedicating a plaque/
marker honoring ITPA’s 100 years; and opening the museum 
for tours for celebration attendees.  

While we do know that these plans will not happen in 2020, 
the 100th Celebration committee decided that there are some 
things that can happen this year—even if Pioneers cannot 
gather in person. We are asking chapters, clubs, and members 
for your support.

The Celebration committee will offer one (1) ITPA 
commemorative token for each $15 donation to the ITPA 

Historical Foundation. This donation includes the token and 
shipping costs, with all remaining funds to be used to help 
fund upgrades for our museum.
 
Note: If a donation is made by a chapter or club, one 
suggestion is to draw a member name and present the token 
to that Pioneer.
 
The committee is also offering a different “ITPA” token for 
each $12 donation, including shipping. This token will also be 
sold at the museum for purchase by museum visitors.

These tokens are metal and come in a protective pouch.

We hope that you will support these plans and sometime visit 
the ITPA Museum and National Office in Hinesville. We can 
all be proud of the facilities and the Bryant Commons park 
area surrounding our national home. We can be even prouder 
that over 100 years ago, independent telecommunications 
companies recognized the need for community service and 
today, we are still serving our communities.

Thank you for “Catching the Pioneering Spirit” everyday!

We look forward to hearing from you!

—The 100th Celebration Committee
Darlene Roll, Alissa Moss, Jo Myers, Ronnie Cashwell, and 
Morrie Sachsenmaier

To place an order, please use the order form on page 8.

Commemorative Token - $15.00 Each Donation

Actual Size – 2”x1.4”

ITPA Token - $12.00 Each Donation

Actual Size – 2”
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H                                                             appy Fall 
YA’LL!

October is the 
beginning of 
fall and many 
activities. Due 
to the Covid 
lots of activities 
will be limited 

with lots of regulations. Some of the 
festivals are doing drive by participation 
while others will let limited crowds 
come in. Everyone is to wear a mask 
and be social distancing. I hope you 
will be able to go to an apple orchard 
and pumpkin patch to purchase some 
to enjoy. Locally a farm is offering 
hayrides, a corn maze, petting zoo and 
other activities. From what I am told, 
there has been a lot of participation.
 
This is suppose to be a busy month 
for ITPA is getting ready for our 
annual Board meeting and the 100th 
celebration. Due to the news reports, 
we hear the Covid -19 numbers are 
increasing. At the conference call with 
the Executive Board and the RVP’s after 
much discussion, it was decided to 
postpone our Board meeting and 100th 

celebration until Spring 2021. The first 
of the year it will be looked at. 
 
I have not been traveling due to 
the restrictions that are in place. I 
really miss the trips and not seeing 
everyone and catching up on what 
the clubs have been doing. I did help 
getting items for some homeless. We 
gathered some shoes, socks, blankets, 
sweaters, caps and other items. Paige 
and I furnished snacks for kindergarten 
last month. Due to the way school is 
operating, it is hard to find out what 
is needed. To celebrate my birthday, 
Paige did a drive-by party. I was 
thrilled to get to spend time with Ann 
and Daniel when they came to help 
celebrate. It had been almost a year 
since we had been together and we 
had a lot of catching up to do .
 
Happy Halloween and be on the watch 
for an Owl screeching by! 

                                                                  —Hannah Lancaster, President

The Pioneer Magazine
The official publication of the
Independent Telecommunications  
Pioneer Association

ITPA Officers
  
Hannah Lancaster, President
P.O. Box 301
Chesnee, SC 29323
hannahl@chesnet.net

Gregg Klatsky, 1st Vice President
19 Yarmouth Dr.
New Gloucester, ME 04105
gklatsky@mountainltd.com 
 
Daniel Barnhardt, 2nd Vice President
2210 New Gray Rock Rd.
Fort Mill, SC 29708
Phone: (803)322-1401
daniel.barnhardt@comporium.com

Jo Myers, Secretary/Treasurer
438 W. Oglethorpe Hwy
Hinesville, GA 31313
Phone: (877) 320-ITPA 
jdmye@yahoo.com 
 
Becky Hollis, Assistant Secretary
8446 Augustwood Ln
Tallahassee, FL 32311
Phone: (850) 274-8048
labs4ne1@embarqmail.com
 
James White, Assistant Treasurer
PMB 176, 12620-3 Beach Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32246-7130
Phone: (904) 386-4556
Jlw650i@gmail.com
 
Jo Ann Esposito, Immediate Past 
President
7 Silver Terrace
Ocala, FL 34472
Phone: 352-687-3782 
joann.esposito@centurylink.com

 
 

 
ITPA Staff Office 
Alissa Moss, Executive Director
438 West Oglethorpe Hwy 
Hinesville, GA 31313
Phone: (912) 408-4872 
Toll free: (877) 320-4872 
Fax: (912) 408-4874
itpa@telecom-pioneers.net 

Please send stories about your club or 
chapter to ITPA at the contact 
information above. 

The Pioneer Magazine is developed by 
the ITPA Public Relations Committee 
and is published three times a year by 
the Independent Telecommunications 
Pioneer Association.

2  

President's Corner

Experience feel-good 
shopping

Support ITPA every time 
you shop on Amazon 
by linking your Amazon 
account with the ITPA 
Amazon Smile account. 
You shop, ITPA gets a 
donation!!! It’s just that 
easy. 

Amazon has created a shopping experience through Amazon Smile that 
allows them to be able to give back to many amazing chairtites like the 
ITPA. Amazon Smile is a simple, NO COST TO YOU, way of supporting 
the ITPA. When you shop at smile.amazon.com you will find the exact 
same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as 
if you were shopping amazon.com with the added bonus that Amazon 
will donate a portion of the purchase price to the ITPA. Amazon Prime 
members can also use Amazon Smile.
 
Shop at smile.amazon.com/ch/52-1819313 and Amazon will make a 
donation to the ITPA on your behalf.
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Helping Others

Helping Others – Get Out of the House, Be Active 
and Support Organizations!

Hello Pioneers!

In the August Connection newsletter, I talked about ways 
that Pioneers could support one of our national projects, 
Alzheimer’s Research. This month, I want to share some 
stories about ways that Pioneers are continuing to serve 
during these COVID-19-impacted times.

I suggested in that August article that perhaps some 
Pioneers would consider walking in the Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s in September. I know that Glenn Jacobs, a 
Pioneer in Illinois and former ITPA national president, 
walks every year as part of a team in honor of his late 
wife. He has a lot of Pioneers who support his walk and 
even though the walk was not as a large group this year, 
I am sure that Glenn again walked with his family and 
helped raise funds for Alzheimer’s. In Ohio, two Buckeye 
State Chapter (BSC) members (Sue Lehmkuhle and Jim 
Hoskinson) and one Mid-Ohio Club member (Darlene Roll) 
walked. The two BSC members walked together in the 
Newark, Ohio area and Darlene walked the Southview Park 
walking path in Bellefontaine, Ohio. Several other BSC and 
Mid-Ohio Club members made donations as part of this 
activity. It is easy to be involved—even if you are getting 
out of the house by yourself, walking in your driveway, in 
support of an organization that needs our help.

Several Pioneers are also helping with projects—from home 
or close to their homes, individually and with small groups.  
Ohio Pioneers are collecting socks that will be donated to 
an organization that assists homeless individuals. Others 
are providing much-needed non-perishable food items 
to food pantries in the areas where they live. Several are 
picking up trash along roads and streets or in parks. Some 
are holding fundraising events like drive-thru chicken BBQs. 
Collecting school supplies has been a popular way to help 
in communities this year. I have heard that there are some 
who are making no-sew blankets to donate to homeless 
shelters (ask if the shelter is taking those items currently). 
Others are making masks for those who still need 
additional masks. Some call people who may not have a 
lot of others to check on them. The list could go on and on 
and on……! Some clubs are holding meetings in parks or 
having conference calls (there are free conference bridges 
available) and even online Zoom meetings.

I walk frequently on local walking paths. I recently made 
myself a goal that one day each month, I will walk and 
designate that day to support an organization, perhaps 
financially, perhaps in other ways. In September, it was 
Alzheimer’s Research (I walked and donated). In October, 
it will be a walk for Pediatric Cancer Research. I have 
already thought about the organizations that I will support 
through the end of 2020.  

My point is that even though we may not be able to meet 
in large groups, there are many ways in which we can 
continue to serve. It may take some “thinking outside the 
box” to figure out how to provide a service or to meet 
with your group, but Pioneers are creative individuals. 
I believe we all joined because we wanted to serve our 
communities, just like those who founded ITPA 100 years 
ago wanted. So “Catch that Pioneering Spirit” and help 
serve your community today! Looking forward to hearing 
about how you serve!

—Darlene Roll
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Comporium Pioneers

The Comporium Pioneers were honored to be asked 
to provide lunch for the Soldiers of our local National 

Guard on Family Day, the day prior to their domestic 
deployment. Hamburgers, corn on the cob, chips, cookies, 
drinks and all the fixins were prepared for 250 soldiers, 
family members and military guests. Pioneers made plates 
on an assembly line to make feeding the large group as 
fast and contactless as possible. This was the 2nd lunch 
the Pioneers prepared for this unit in the last several 
months. Social distancing and mask wearing protocols 
were observed as much as possible. Leftover meals and 
drinks were placed in 
the refrigerator so that 
the soldiers had snacks 
that evening as they 
were being locked in for 
the night to be ready for 
their long trip. Our club 
is privileged to have the 
equipment and volunteers 
to be able to pull off a 
meal of this size. Please 
say a prayer for our 
soldiers as they spend 13 
months away from family 
to answer the call of 
service to our Nation. 

Florida State Chapter ITPA 
The chapter as well as almost all of the other ITPA clubs 
and chapters have not been able to hold face to face 
meetings since March. Meetings have been conducted 
via conference calls. The September Chapter meeting is 
when a banquet is held and hosted by one of the clubs in 
the Chapter. Our new officers and directors are installed.  
Unfortunately, the banquet could not be held but we were 
able to elect and install them virtually. The officers for the 
Florida Chapter are as follows.
President - Jo Ann Esposito - Otto Wettstein Jr Pioneer Club
Vice President - James White - Florida Big Bend Pioneer 
Club
Secretary - Carolyn Kelly - Carl Hill Galloway Pioneer Club
Treasurer – Jo Myers - Otto Wettstein Jr Pioneer Club
Club Directors – Sanja Hartfield - Carl Hill Galloway Pioneer 
Club and Nancy Schnitzer – Florida Big Bend Pioneer Club
Directors at Large – Becky Hollis and Al Johnson-Florida Big 
Bend Pioneer Club.

Congratulations to all. Have a wonderful 2021!

Mask up with ITPA. The Florida State Chapter ITPA 
is launching a fundraiser to equip all ITPA members, 
family and friends with a logo’d ITPA mask. What a great 
opportunity to purchase these masks for your board 
members, new members or as a gift for membership 
recruiting efforts. Bulk or individual orders are 
welcomed. The branded masks are available for a low cost 
of $10 each. If interested, please send an email to 
FLChapterITPA@gmail.com for ordering details. Let’s 
mask up and represent our beloved ITPA Pioneering!

Otto Wettstein Jr. Pioneer Club - Annual Retiree 
Christmas Luncheon
Jo Ann and I had several discussions over the past 6 
months regarding our retiree luncheon. It started with 
let’s wait and see how the numbers go. Now 6 going on 
7 months later, the numbers are still not where we are 
comfortable with them. We regretably have decided to 
cancel the luncheon for the first time in 40 plus years. 
Our decision was based on the welfare of our guests 
attending. We would be devastated if any of you contracted 
COVID-19. We would much rather have an event where 
were could greet you with hugs rather than staying 6 feet 
away from you and wearing a mask.
 
There is also some good news to this note. We will return 
to the new Leesburg Venetian Center on 12/13/2021. The 
city has rebuilt a beautiful venue and we will be “back 
home “again. Please mark your 2021 calendars and be on 
the lookout for more information later in 2021.
Be safe and stay well. See you in 2021. 

—JoAnn Esposito and Jo Myers

Club Corner
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When the first Bell Telephone patents expired in 1894, 
independent telephone companies quickly sprang 

up in the growing communities of the South. In Rock Hill, 
John Gary Anderson bought two magneto instruments and 
ran a single telephone wire between the Holler-Anderson 
Buggy Company and the train depot so that he could more 
efficiently check on shipments for the buggy company.  
Community interest in this first line led to the birth of the 
Rock Hill Telephone Company, chartered by the State of 
South Carolina on December 10, 1894.  

With the promise of eight new subscribers, 
Mr. Anderson ordered a 25-line 
switchboard. As the demand for telephone 
service grew, Mr. Anderson brought in two 
partners, James Milton Cherry and Andrew 
Rhett "Andy" Smith.  

In March of 1912, Mr. E. L. Barnes and 
Mrs. Mary Sanders Barnes acquired the 
Rock Hill Telephone Company from then-
owner Paul Workman for a purchase 
price of $33,000. Mr. Barnes said that his 
primary “purpose would be to render the 
best service possible to the patrons of the 
company and every effort would be made 
to give prompt service.”

In the past century and a quarter, Rock 
Hill Telephone Company has seen a great 
amount of change, including forming 
subsidiaries and affiliates, acquiring 
existing companies, and a name change 
to Comporium in March of 2001. The 
company has grown from just a handful 
of people to an enterprise of more than 
1,000. The customer base has expanded 
from serving a small part of York County 
to now serving communities in 13 counties 
across two states.

Amid this growth, one thing that has 
remained constant is our commitment to 
the community and our desire to deliver a 
quality product to which customers might 
otherwise not have access.  

A year-long celebration of our 125th 
anniversary was planned for 2020, 
beginning with an enterprise-wide 
party for all employees and retirees on 
March 21. A week before that celebration, everything 
changed with the first closures of schools and businesses 
due to COVID-19.  The celebration was postponed 
indefinitely. Instead, Comporium did what it does best and 
adapted quickly to the circumstances. More than half of 

Comporium’s employee base immediately began working 
from home. The remaining employees adapted to new 
procedures including safety protocols to protect employees 
and customers. Comporium installed more than 1,700 
internet accounts at no charge for families who previously 
did not have internet service but found themselves with 
children suddenly required to do their schoolwork from 
home.  

Needless to say, 2020 is a year Comporium won’t soon 
forget, but not for the reason we thought.  

Comporium Turns 125
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October 1, 1962- FCC’s Office of Satellite Communications went into operation. The new 
office was responsible for regulatory functions imposed on the FCC by the new satellite 
communications law. 

October 2, 1967- The New Jersey Bell Telephone Company celebrated their 40th Anniversary 
and installed their 40 millionth telephone.

October 4, 1955- First Trial of the Bell System’s Solar Battery. Service began of carrier system 
at Americus, Georgia.

October 5, 1946- Two-link microwave radio used for Cornell- Army football pickup between 
West Point and New York City and transmitted over coaxial to Washington.

October 7, 1897- Western Minnesota Telephone Co. was given permission to erect telephone 
poles in Glencoe. The City was to have free use of the wires for city business.

October 8, 1957- The U.S. Mainland and Hawaii Submarine Telephone Cable System opened to 
public service.

October 10, 1923- The first broadcast of the World Series Baseball Games took place via AT & 
T’s WEAF radio station from New York’s Yankee Stadium- Game 1- Giants at Yankees. 

October 15, 1984- The first pay telephones on airborne commercial jets went into service. 
American, Delta, Northwest, Republic, TWA, and United Airline passengers flying across North 
America were able to call anywhere in the United States. Cost was $7.50 for the first three 
minutes, $1.25 for each additional minute, limited to 45 minutes. Telephone equipment was 
supplied by Airfone Inc., of Oak Brook, IL.

October 17, 1949- East and West Coast Toll Dialing Began- The two networks were joined for 
coast to coast dialing of long-distance calls by operators dialing on the demonstration call. The 
ringing signal of the originating calling telephone in New York began 30 seconds after the toll 
operator in Oakland, California, received the call. Operator toll dialing was a calling method of 
the Bell System in the USA and Canada to automate the switching and billing of long distance 
calls in the public switched telephone network. Operator toll dialing was replaced with direct 
distance dialing where the customer dialed the area code and the telephone number.

October 18, 1892- New York-Chicago Long Distance Telephone Line opened using 950 miles 
of copper wire. Alexander Graham Bell took part in the opening ceremony in New York at the 
Main ATT Office at 18 Cortlandt St.

October 27, 1874- Alexander Graham Bell took out first papers for citizenship in the United 
States. He was admitted to citizenship after submitting second papers on November 10, 1882

October 28, 1940- First Sale at Boston of new stamp issue honoring Alexander Graham Bell.

October 30, 1938- “War of the Worlds” broadcast caused nationwide telephone traffic jam. 
Orson Welles’ invasion from Mars Radio Program caused telephone traffic peaks in nearly all 
cities and long lines listeners missed the repeated statement that this was an imaginative 
rendering of H.G. wells’ “War of the Worlds.”

This Month in Telephone History
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I am The Operator 
 

I will be there when you dial 0 
I know every single area code. 
I am there when you dial 411 

Language is not a problem for me, I speak every one 
I know the name of the new eatery on the corner. 

I can tell you why a ringing number doesn’t answer 
I will find the name of the new store at the mall next to Sears 

Even find the number for the army buddy you haven’t seen in 30 years 
I am the person you want to talk to at 2am when the party’s over 

I can tell you what beats what in poker 
I know which stores are open all night  

I can settle any argument or fight 
I magically make a busy number ring 

I can decipher almost anything 
I know the name of the new neighbor down the street 
I am able to get the hotel maid to bring clean sheets 

By repeating your request 12 times more, 
I can now do what I couldn’t do before. 

I can forecast the weather from a room with no window 
Tell you the schools are closed, before they even know 

I know how to spell every name you come up with   
Except for ‘Bill’, ‘Tom’, ‘Jones’ and ‘Smith’ 

I am someone your 2 year-old can talk to while you sleep 
I know what it means when you say, “it went beep, beep” 

I will listen when others would be burdened 
Consider all requests, no matter how absurd
I know what time it is all around the globe 

And, my psychic hat will tell me the nearest pizza place to your abode 
All you have to do is pick up the phone, if you care, 

and I am always, faithfully there. 
I am the operator 

For, once you become an operator, you are forever THE OPERATOR. 
 

 
(I wrote this when they closed the Directory part of Operator Services)

Vickie Laffredo 
Operator ‘One Six’ 
Comporium 
1986 - Present 

I am The Operator
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