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independent telecommunications pioneer association

Welcome to "Vacationland," Home of the 30th Assembly

A s we prepare to celebrate 100 years, the 
Independent Telecommunications Pioneer 

Association (ITPA) continues to strive to expand its 
programs and offerings to the community. We hope 
that you will be able to take part in one or more of 
the many exciting events that we are offering this 
year and experience firsthand the pride we take in 
supporting each of our causes & chapters. 

The 30th General Assembly will be hosted in New 
England and the northernmost state near the 
coastline of Portland. Maine is known for its diverse 
landscapes, lighthouses, and its delicious bounty 
from the land and sea. We look forward to offering 
participants a schedule that will allow them to take 
advantage of many of the sights and activities.
 
Register Online: 
http://www.nationalitpa.com/annual-assembly
Hotel Accommodations: 800-752-8810, Group 
Code “ITPA” – Cut off is Friday, May 1, 2020
 
We will be hosting a silent auction to support Camp 
Sunshine during the annual meeting. If your club or 

group is interested in donating a gift basket or prize 
to utilize, please reach out to Angela Blackington, 
MOUNTAIN, LTD. 207-482-7026 or ablackington@
mountainltd.com. Remember that every donation 
makes a difference, regardless of size. Thanks 
for considering this year's 30th Annual Assembly, 
celebrating the 100th Anniversary of ITPA, and 
supporting Camp Sunshine.



Happy New 
Year to 

everyone!! We 
sang “Auld Lang 
Syne” and bid 
2019 farewell 
and welcomed 
2020. There is 
plenty to work on 
in this year.

 
It seems like a long time since we saw 
each other at the Assembly in April. We 
had such a good time! The food was good, 
the entertainment was awesome. And 
the games and silent auction were great. 
It took me a few weeks to gather my 
thoughts as to what would come next.
 
I began my travels in August by attending 
the annual meeting of the Tar Heel Club in 
Aberdeen, NC. The theme for the meeting 
was “Circus.” The entertainment committee 
did a great job. There were games with 
prizes, cotton candy, popcorn and peanuts. 
We were really at the circus and everyone 
had a great time. 
 

October is a perfect time to take a road 
trip to Ohio. Curt and I traveled to Berlin 
Ohio for the Buckeye annual meeting. We 
enjoyed the beautiful mountains that were 
changing to colors of red, orange, yellow 
and green. We were greeted by Darlene 
and Sally, who told us of the meet and 
greet after everyone returned from dinner.  
 
The Buckeye Chapter had their annual 
meeting on Saturday morning. Different 
clubs have been busy with projects this 
year. They also have a lot planned for next 
year. After the business meeting, we went 
shopping and sightseeing. The banquet was 
at the Homestead Restaurant. A delicious 
Amish meal was enjoyed by all. 
 
The Palmetto Chapter held their meeting in 
Columbia with the SCTBA fall conference. 
It is a breakfast meeting and the attendees 
are telephone employees and vendors. 
Daniel told about the 2020 assembly in 
Portland, Maine. We would like some of the 
employees to join the Pioneer clubs. After 
the meeting, we went through the vendor 
showcase adult “trick-treating” for goodies 
for the assembly gift bags. For me, it was a 
good time to see friends who were vendors 
and called on me when I worked. 
 
The next trip was to Hinesville for the board 
meeting. It was a good meeting and a lot of 
business decisions discussed and decided. 
Always a good time to see everyone and 
catch-up.
 
That’s all for 2019! Super Bowl weekend I’ll 

be at Myrtle Beach for the Tar Heel meeting 
and Super Bowl party. I look forward to 
enjoying Ronnie’s Shrimp and Grits.   
 
Hoot-dini has not appeared. This time of 
year, he sometimes makes an appearance 
to let me know he is still around—just busy.
  —Hannah, ITPA President
     

Beth Gaskins of Strides of Strength receiving a 
donation from the Buckeye State Chapter and 
a club member. Hannah Lancaster, National 
President is making the presentation. Mrs. 
Hannah chose Strides of Strength Therapeutic 
Horse Riding as her Charity of Choice. Strides 
of Strength helps people with special needs, 
disabilities, youth at-risk, seniors, veterans, first 
responders and those who have experienced 
trauma with equine assisted activities.

Beth Gaskins is shown with some of the therapy 
horses in the arena of Strides of Strength.

Fifty-four 
children at 
the Head 
Start School 
in Chesnee, 
SC received 
a Christmas 
bag from 
the Tar Heel 
Chapter. 

Hannah Lancaster, National President and 
member of the Tar Heel Club, is shown delivering 
the bags to Sylvia Doggett.

Buckeye State Chapter Fall Convention in Berlin, 
Ohio.

The Pioneer Magazine
The official publication of the
Independent Telecommunications  
Pioneer Association

ITPA Officers
  
Hannah Lancaster, President
P.O. Box 301
Chesnee, SC 29323
hannahl@chesnet.net

Gregg Klatsky, 1st Vice President
19 Yarmouth Dr.
New Gloucester, ME 04105
gklatsky@mountainltd.com 
 
Daniel Barnhardt, 2nd Vice President
2210 New Gray Rock Rd.
Fort Mill, SC 29708
Phone: (803)322-1401
daniel.barnhardt@comporium.com

Jo Myers, Secretary/Treasurer
438 W. Oglethorpe Hwy
Hinesville, GA 31313
Phone: (877) 320-ITPA 
jdmye@yahoo.com 
 
Becky Hollis, Assistant Secretary
8446 Augustwood Ln
Tallahassee, FL 32311
Phone: (850) 274-8048
labs4ne1@embarqmail.com
 
James White, Assistant Treasurer
PMB 176, 12620-3 Beach Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32246-7130
Phone: (904) 386-4556
Jlw650i@gmail.com
 
Jo Ann Esposito, Immediate Past 
President
7 Silver Terrace
Ocala, FL 34472
Phone: 352-687-3782 
joann.esposito@centurylink.com

 
 

 
ITPA Staff Office 
Alissa Moss, Executive Director
438 West Oglethorpe Hwy 
Hinesville, GA 31313
Phone: (912) 408-4872 
Toll free: (877) 320-4872 
Fax: (912) 408-4874
itpa@telecom-pioneers.net 

Please send stories about your club or 
chapter to ITPA at the contact 
information above. 

The Pioneer Magazine is developed by 
the ITPA Public Relations Committee 
and is published three times a year by 
the Independent Telecommunications 
Pioneer Association.
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Hall of Fame

Haskin—First woman president 
of a national telephone 

association—elected 103rd 
member of ITPA’s Telephone Hall 
of Fame  

Eleanor Geraldine Haskin of Waitsfield, VT 
not only grew and modernized her family’s 
small telephone company, but also contributed 
impressively to independent telephony on the 
regional and national stage. The second woman 
elected to the Independent Telecom Pioneer 
Association’s Telephone Hall of Fame will 
become its 103rd member. Fittingly, the May 31, 
2020 induction will be held in South Portland, 
ME during the ITPA’s annual assembly.  

The soon-to-be 100-year-old association, 
with members in all states, and headquarters 
in Hinesville, GA recognizes individuals who 
had made “outstanding contributions to the 
Independent [non-AT&T] telecommunications 
industry.” The most recent inductee was James 
E. McCartney in 2019, while the only other 
woman member of the Hall of Fame, Mayme 
Workman (1892-1961), was inducted in the first 
class of 1965. 

Eleanor Haskin always said getting into the 
phone business “was easy.” She was “born 
into it.” When Alton Farr died in 1940, the sole 
ownership of Waitsfield-Fayston Telephone 
Company—founded in 1904 and acquired by 
Farr in 1911—passed to Eleanor’s mother, 
Eunice. Daughter Eleanor began learning the 
business from childhood until moving away 
from the Mad River Valley upon marriage in 
1952 to Dana Haskin. It was upon her mom’s 
declining health that she and Dana returned 
seven years later to manage the company, 
located in Vermont some 140 miles north of the 
Massachusetts line. Upon Eunice’s death, Dana 
became president, Eleanor vice president. 

Even as Eleanor was hands-on from the get-go 
in the operation of the telco, industry peers 
soon discovered her decision-making ability and 
incisive mind within a true telephone person’s 
spirit of service. Recalls a long-time fellow board 
member: “Eleanor’s warm personality made her 
leadership style that much more effective. She 
was a delight to work with.” 

The breath of Haskin’s industry involvement 
spanning the next 46 years until retirement 
in 2005 begs imagination. It was logical for 
Waitsfield-Fayston—today Waitsfield and 
Champlain Valley Telecom—to early join 
OPASTCO (Organization for the Preservation 
and Advancement of Small Telephone 
Companies) based in Arkansas (and later 
moved to Washington, DC). Instantly active on 
committees, Eleanor by 1974 was a member 
of the board of directors and in 1980 elected 
its president, becoming the first woman to 
lead a national telephone association. She was 
later honored with the OPASTCO President’s 
Award for her years of service to the telephone 
industry. 

On the home front she was recruited as a 
director of the Vermont Telephone Association, 
moving up from secretary-treasurer to 
president. The prestigious regional Telephone 
Association of New England (TANE) brought 
her on board as a director and through the 
chairs to VP and president, its first ever woman 
president. In 1995, she was inducted into the 
TANE Hall of Fame. 

Demonstrating her versatility, Eleanor was 
motivated upon the centennial of the invention 
of the telephone in 1976 to research, write and 
publish “History of Independent Telephony in 
New England.” It is a historical compilation of 
every telephone company that existed in the 
region. Later, in 2004, she participated with 
two employees to produce “Connecting Family, 
Friends & Neighbors,” a history of WCVT upon 
its 100th anniversary.

In 1986, Haskin was chosen to join a high-level 
U.S. telephone industry delegation invited by the 
Ministry of Telecommunications of the People’s 
Republic of China to present workshops in seven 
mainland China cities to benefit its telephone 
professionals. Haskin’s lectures on how to take 
advantage of emerging technologies caught the 
eye of America’s Telecom (formerly Telephone 
Engineer & Management) magazine whose 
feature article in February 1993 highlighted how 
the telco had kept pace with industry trends. 
Such as: 

Witnessing the development of ski areas, the 
Haskins took advantage of REA funding and 
expertise to upgrade their entire system to 
dial in 1961. Another government loan allowed 
conversion of the network to single-party 
service in 1967. Admitting she was “a computer 
person,” Eleanor drove the company toward 
“total integration” of record keeping and data, 
finally computerizing all plant records by 1981. 
In 1982 construction began to offer cable TV. 
The company also found new ways to use its 
telephone directory as a marketing tool. Not 
surprising that Haskin was big on cross-training: 
“We want everyone in a department to know 
one another’s job.” In 1997 the company began 
Green Mountain Access offering internet service. 

Several years earlier, on the eve of a major 
territorial expansion, 99% of its 4,568 

subscribers in 1993 rated overall service “good” 
or “excellent.” 

In 1993, Dana and Eleanor began working with 
several other New England companies to acquire 
the New England GTE properties. The group 
reached a definitive agreement on November 
12, 1993. On August 1, 1994 Waitsfield-Fayston 
Tel of Vermont, Lincolnshire Tel of Maine and 
Merimack County Tel of NH met to sign the 
papers officially transferring ownership of the 
GTE properties of New England.

With the acquisition of GTE Champlain Valley 
of Vermont service territory, it quadrupled 
the customer and the size of her company 
over night. The new service area, which was 
contiguous to their existing customer base, 
spread out over 551 square miles over the 
Appalachian Gap into Vermont’s Champlain 
Valley and extended to Lake Champlain and the 
New York state line. This transaction doubled 
their work force, adding 37 new employees. 

Still in Eleanor’s watch, although her children 
and added executives were now very active, 
the expanded company in 1998 and 1999 was 
recognized by the Vermont Council For Quality 
with its annual achievement award. A year 
later, Eleanor and the company won the Deane 
C. Davis Outstanding Vermont Business of the 
Year Award, the same year it was presented 
the U.S. Senate Award for Outstanding 
Achievement of Economic Productivity. She was 
singled out in 1997 as Rotary Person of the 
Year, receiving a Paul Harris Fellowship from 
the Mad River Valley Rotary Club of Waitsfield, 
VT. A year later, she was chosen a member 
of the Vermont Business Roundtable. Haskin 
was listed twice in Who’s Who of American 
Women, in the 1981 International Register 
of Profiles and International Who’s Who of 
Intellectuals 1981. And who would have thought 
that in 1986 Eleanor would be chosen as an 
International Delegate to the World Congress of 
Martial Arts? Nor did the graduate of Eastman 
School of Music, University of Rochester 
(1957) overlook her community as a member 
of Waitsfield Federated Church, the Ladies 
Auxiliary of the Waitsfield Fire Department, as 
an Active Member Order Of The Eastern Star 
and a Scoutmaster of Waitsfield Girl Scouts of 
America. 

In May 2005, Eleanor retired to her home in 
East Warren and turned the reigns over to her 
sons Eric and Gregg Haskin (Gregg passed away 
unexpectedly in 2018). Eleanor herself passed 
away in 2015 at age 86 and today the Company 
is in its third generation of family ownership 
with Eric Haskin serving as president/CEO. 

Now, with her induction into the ITPA Hall 
of Fame, the legacy of Eleanor Haskin in the 
Independent Telephone industry may be 
considered complete. 
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ITPA 30th Annual Assembly Registration Form

Portland, ME                  May 29-June 1, 2020 
The Assembly Registration form is also available on the website for those who wish to print or use PayPal.

Member Name____________________________Name of Guest ___________________________

Daytime Phone Number ______________________E-Mail_________________________________

Chapter/Club Affiliation _____________________________________________________________

First-time Assembly attendee?   Yes  c    No  c  (Grant Application available by contacing national office)

   Registration fee includes the following meals and activities: 

  
 l Friday — Meet and Greet dinner 
 l Saturday — Lunch 
 l Saturday afternoon — (Dinner is on your own)  
 l Sunday — Hall of Fame Luncheon/afternoon Awards ceremony
 l Sunday — Banquet/installation/entertainment

   Saturday afternoon/evening activities: (No refunds will be issued and you will not be able to sign up at assembly.)

 c  Land & Sea: Portland City and Lighthouse Tour (34 Spots Available) - $54.00.  
Land & Sea: Portland City & Harbor Lights & Sights Cruise: 3.5 hours. See everything the City of Portland and Casco Bay has to 
offer. Onboard one of the whimsical trolleys you will enjoy a fully narrated tour of Portland’s diverse history and hidden gems 
including a 30 minute stop at Portland Head Light, Maine’s oldest and most photographed lighthouse! After returning to Long 
Wharf you will hop aboard the Harbor Lights & Sights Cruise for an extensive tour of Casco Bay.

 c  Portland Brew, Wine & Distillery Tour (14 Spots Available): $78.00 
Find out how Maine’s breweries, wineries and distilleries are turning out amazing products on this private tour. Tours are led by 
knowledgeable guides showcasing the best Maine has to offer. Tour features a local snack, trivia, behind the scenes experiences 
and of course delicious beer, wine and spirits all included in a door to door experience.

 

 c I do not want to take a tour. 

 
Registration fee: Payment for registration must accompany this form. 
Check the appropriate options below. Make check payable to ITPA. 
 
 c   ITPA Member  $130
 c   Guest   $130
 c   Hall of Fame Lunch Only  
 (Non Registered)  $ 30 
 c   Land & Sea Tour  $ 54 x Number of participants____________ 
 c   Brew Tour   $ 78 x Number of participants____________
           
 Grand Total Enclosed: $______________________________

 Mail registration and payment to: ITPA, 438 W. Oglethorpe Hwy, Hinesville, GA 31313

  Hotel Reservations must be made by Friday, May 1, 2020 to be eligible for the group discount. When making your 
reservation, you will need to let them know you are with the ITPA group to qualify for the room rate of $139 per 
night.

Hotel Accommodations: 
Sheraton at Sable Oaks
200 Sable Oaks Dr.
South Portland, ME 04106 
 
For Reservations Call: 
1-800-752-8810

Cancellations received 
after April 1, 2020 are 
non-refundable.
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Tarheel Chapter Helps Sudan Shriners 

Nat and Janet Goss, old friends of Carotel, represented 
the Tarheel chapter at this year’s convention. Janet is 

the Tarheel Chapter Secretary/Treasurer and Nat is a past 
president. Janet retired from Lexcom just 3 months shy of 
having worked there for 50 years. During the convention, 
Nat and Janet presented a donation to representatives 
of the Sudan Shriners on behalf of the Tarheel chapter. 
Tarheel members sold raffle tickets for a gold watch earlier 
this year and raised $600 that was earmarked for the 
Shriners Hospitals for Children transportation fund. Shriners 
Hospitals for Children is a network of 22 pediatric specialty 
hospitals. Present to accept the donation on behalf of 
the Sudan Shriners was Lousie (Lou) Smith and his wife 
Patricia of Wilmington, and Jeff Taylor of Roseboro. Lou is 
Oriental Guide, in line to be Potente in 2023. Jeff is Marshal 
for the Sudan Shriners and is part of the 10-year line-up 
towards the office of Potente. Shriners are distinguished 
by an enjoyment of life and a commitment to philanthropy. 
The hospitals they support serve children up to 18 years 
old and are known world-wide. To become a Shriner, a 

man must first be a 
Mason. The fraternity 
of Freemasonry is the 
oldest, largest and most 
widely known fraternity 
in the world. 

Pictured left to right: Nat and Janet Goss. Jean and Mike Outlaw, 
Carol Harrell, Lou Smith, Jeff Taylor and Ronnie Cashwell.

Florida's Big Bend Pioneer Club
Big Bend Pioneers in Tallahassee collected, purchased 
and delivered donations of "Wish List" items to the 
Lighthouse Children's Home in support of their dorm 
facilities. In addition, members donated to their thrift 
stores; making several trips to drop off various items 
over the past few months. The thrift store is one of the 
sources of income that help to support the programs 
offered by the Lighthouse. The local nonprofit organization 
provides services such as housing, counseling, education, 
religious upbringing, music training and community service 
involvement to young girls experiencing troubled or difficult 
upbringings. Our Pioneers received a heartfelt thank you 
letter from the group letting us know how much they 
appreciated our deliveries. 

The Otto Wettstein Jr. Pioneer Club in Leesburg, 
Florida held their 42nd Annual Retiree Christmas at the 
Salvation Army Fellowship Hall in Leesburg on Tuesday 
December 10th 2019. Retired club members, other 
retirees, their spouses and guests attended the event. 
The traditional holiday buffet lunch was catered by Debbie 

Davis Catering, a longtime partner of the event. Our 
Speaker this year was Salvation Army Major Marie Harris 
who spoke to the group about the Salvation Army programs 
and ministry/outreach opportunities. The attendees of 
the luncheon were asked to bring non-perishable food 
items with them. This year, 90 attendees donated several 
hundreds of pounds of food that were donated to the 
Salvation Army. After the event, the Florida State Chapter 
ITPA board of directors held their 2019 quarterly meeting. 
Mark your calendars for the 2020 event which will be held 
on December 7, 2020. The event will be going back to 
Venetian Gardens in Leesburg, in the newly built Venetian 
Center in the Chain of Lakes Room. Contact Jo Ann 
Esposito at espogirl56@yahoo.com or Jo Myers at jdmye@
yahoo.com with questions or for directions. 

Diane Jochum 
and Jackie 
Dupruis

Fabulous Fall Run
Our Buckeye State Chapter and Ohio ITPA club 
members headed to Amish country once again for our 
annual Fall Convention. This year we stayed at the Berlin 
Grande Hotel which we have enjoyed visiting in the 
past. The hotel is on a hillside with a great view of the 
surrounding area. We voted in a previous meeting not to 
award a scholarship for the year because no one knew 
of any applicants that would be submitting. We plan 
to resume the scholarship in 2020. Friday dinner was 
everyone on their own but many members made plans 
to eat together in fellowship. We returned to the hotel 
to gather and enjoy all our friends that evening. Our 
meeting was held Saturday morning in a meeting room at 
the hotel, followed by free time in the afternoon. We had 
beautiful weather for a day out shopping for local crafts 
and food items. We went next door Saturday evening for 
a delicious dinner at the Farmstead Restaurant. Our meal 
was our choice from the many items at the buffet followed 
by a piece of homemade pie. We were somewhat amused 
that we could bypass the long line waiting to get into the 
restaurant to go straight to our banquet room. It pays to 
go as a group. We were excited once again to welcome 
Hannah and Curt Lancaster to our convention. Our 
president, Jim Hoskinson, presented Mrs. Hannah with a 
check for $250 for her national charity Strides for Strength 
at our morning meeting. Through Pennies for Pioneers, 
50/50 raffles, and a silent auction we were also able to 
donate to Honor Flight of Ohio, Alzheimer’s Association 
Research, and Roar for the Troops.

Club Corner
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Darlene Roll and Sally Stone purchased items with the 
money allotted and donated and helped pack boxes for 
Roar for the Troops right after returning home from the 
spring assembly. Next year we plan to meet once again at 
the Berlin Grande Hotel the weekend of October 2-4, 2020. 
We hope to see some of you there. It is always a fun time!

The Pinellas/Pasco Counties Telephone Pioneer 
Retiree Club held its Christmas Luncheon on Friday, 
December 13, 2019 at Perkins Restaurant located at 2626 
Gulf to Bay Blvd, Clearwater, Florida 33759. The day was 
cloudy, but mild with an occasional light misty rain; the 
temperature was around the mid 70º F mark. Al Corcoran, 
the party’s organizer, had reserved a back private party 
room at the restaurant for this gathering. Guests were 
asked to bring an unwrapped toy for the U.S. Marines 
Toys For Tots program and non-perishable food items 
for donation to a local food bank. Retirees, their spouses 
and guests began arriving at 11:00 A.M. There were 23 
attendees in all. This was close because the restaurant 
has a 20 person minimum limit to qualify for free use 
of the party room. Al Corcoran sold 50/50 tickets to 
arriving guests. The attendees had an opportunity to 
mingle, socialize, and reconnect with long-time friends 
before being asked to take their seats at the noon hour 
so the restaurant’s wait staff could begin taking meal 
orders. Guests ordered directly from the restaurant’s menu 
and were responsible for their own checks. Emmett Clary 
gave a prayer of thanks just prior to everyone eating. As 
the meal was ending, the 50/50 drawing was held and 
Clare Book had the winning ticket. The food was good and 
everyone had a good time. As the luncheon was ending, 
around 1:30 P.M., attendees sang Christmas carols from a 

printed handout provided by 
Al Corcoran. Photos, taken 
by Jim Brownlee, show 
those in attendance enjoying 
themselves. We wish you all 
a safe, healthy, prosperous, 
and Happy New Year. 

The MidSouth Chapter is happy to 
award Deanna Wooten from Bruce 
Telephone Company (Bruce, MS) 
the Pioneer Spirit Award. Each year, 
the MidSouth Chapter acknowledges 
an individual who expresses the 
excitement and embodies the spirit of 
the Pioneer Club and what it stands for. 
This person is always eager to assist. 
Deanna’s dedication to the annual 
golf tournament in Grenada, MS does 
not go unnoticed, and the MidSouth Chapter thanks her 
tremendously for her hard work and dedication to the 
association!

The MidSouth Chapter - Mrs. Hilda's Afghans
It’s never guaranteed how much an auction item will bring 
in, but one thing is for sure – the MidSouth 
Chapter of the Independent Telephone 
Pioneer Association (ITPA) can count 
on Mrs. Hilda’s afghans to bring in the 
big bucks. This year, her exquisitely 
crocheted afghan brought in nearly $1,000 
at our charity silent auction! It was then 
generously donated back to the auction, 
where bids brought in an additional 
$300. Hilda Webb retired as CFO from 
Bruce Telephone Company (BTC) in Bruce, MS in 2010 
after over four decades of service, but her support for the 
MidSouth ITPA has continued. Of the 20 or so afghans she 
crochets each year, there is always one crafted especially 
for the MidSouth Chapter’s annual auction. The biggest 
beneficiaries of the auction are the members’ families 
themselves. The MidSouth Chapter awards over $20,000 
in scholarships every year to dependent children of its 
member employees who wish to further their education 
after high school. The scholarship, in memory of former 
BTC manager and Pioneer, Billy D. Young, is Mrs. Hilda’s 
favorite thing about the ITPA. In addition to the annual 
live and silent auctions, the MidSouth Chapter hosts a 
successful golf tournament each September in Grenada 
(formerly in Bruce), where you’ll find Mrs. Hilda helping with 
registration. Mrs. Hilda was born and raised in Bruce and 
has been married to Jim Webb for 59 years. They have 2 
children, 4 grandchildren, and 4 great-grandchildren. Mrs. 
Hilda served as the secretary for the MidSouth ITPA before 
retiring in 2008. 
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Membership Report

A new year has started and just like 
we welcome the first baby born in 

the New Year, we wish to spotlight and 
welcome the first new member to ITPA 
for 2020. Stephen Donald is the first new 
ITPA member of 2020. He is married to 
Mandi Johnson Donald whose father, Bill 
Johnson, is a retiree in Purchasing at 
Comporium. Stephen and family moved 
to the Corporium area in 2003 and he began his employment 
with Comporium in March of 2004. They have two sons Addison 
(15) and Eli (14). When asked why he decided to join ITPA, 
Stephen responded that they were looking for ways to get 
more involved and volunteer in the community. Getting his kids 
involved is a big factor in his decision. He wants to show his 
sons that volunteering can be fun and rewarding. It can instill a 
sense of pride in community. He wants his sons to realize there 
are people outside their immediate network of friends and family 
who need assistance and how good it can make you feel to 
know you helped them. Stephen’s ultimate desire is for his sons 
to develop into adults who want to help others and is hoping 
they continue to volunteer once they leave for college and the 
rest of their lives. Welcome Stephen Donald and family into the 
ITPA family! Let’s all share Stephen’s story with others and try to 
find more Stephens out there who will want to become part of 
our family as well.

Thanks to Cindy Downing for her assistance in getting this information.
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Wreaths Across America/
Warrior Walk – Hinesville, GA
The Charitable Foundation 
committee is pleased to announce 
that a donation of $150.00 was 
made for Wreaths Across America. 
As the ITPA Charitable Foundation 
committee did last year, we 
are partnering in 2020 with the 
National Remembrance Ceremony 
along the Warrior Walk at Fort 
Stewart, near our national office in 
Hinesville, Georgia. The donation 
will provide 10 wreaths along the 
Warrior Walk. Thank you to all ITPA 
members who make donations to the Charitable Foundation so 
that we can continue to support activities such as Alzheimer’s 
Research and military/veteran projects nationally as well as locally 
in the Hinesville/Fort Stewart area.
  

Charitable Foundation

Shop at smile.amazon.com/ch/52-1819313 and 
Amazon will make a donation to the ITPA 
on your behalf. 


