
CAROTEL CLUB/TAR HEEL CHAPTER
NEWSLETTER

SANTA RIDES AGAIN!

December 2025Independent Telecommunications Pioneer Association

Page 1www.nationalitpa.com/news

CT&T retiree Bill Harris captured this special moment as Carotel’s very own Bill Joiner
(a.k.a. Santa Claus) made a much anticipated appearance in this year’s Trent Woods
Christmas Parade.



Glad you asked! And yes, the 12 days of Christmas are real. This period, known as
Christmastide, was designated to celebrate the nativity. Some people these days mistakenly
believe the first of the 12 days begins 12 days before December 25 , but Christmas Day is
actually the first of the 12-day period, that lasts from December 25  to January 5 .  During
this period, the “Octave,” or the 8  day, is New Year’s Day and the Feast of the Circumcision,
the day Jesus was circumcised in accordance with the Jewish faith.  The evening of the 12
day is Epiphany Eve, and the next morning is “Epiphany. Sometimes called “Old Christmas,”,
the Epiphany commemorates the visit of the Magi, the baptism of Jesus and the wedding at
Cana.  In some traditions, the 12 days are recognized to be December 26 to January 6, thusly
including Epiphany.   The 12 days of Christmas have been recognized since 567 A.D., when a
council proclaimed the period as a sacred and festive season. This proclamation had the
effect of helping Roman Empire coordinate its solar Julian calendar with the lunar calendars
recognized by its eastern provinces. 
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ARE THERE REALLY 12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS???
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So what’s the song really about?  No one
could have ever wanted that many fowl, or
the other assorted characters doing
preposterous things. “The Twelve Days of
Christmas" is actually much more than the
circus it seems to imply. The song dates
back to the late 18  century, with the
earliest known publication was in 1780. The
repetitiveness, with each verse building on
the previous one, was designed to make the
song memorable and engaging for children.  

th

It was written when Roman Catholics in England were prohibited from openly practicing their
faith. In addition to the silly surface meaning, the song had a hidden meaning known only to
members of the Church. Each gift in the song symbolizes a tenet of the Catholic faith. Each
element in the carol has a code word for a religious reality which the children could
remember. The partridge in a pear tree symbolizes Jesus Christ.  A partridge will sacrifice its
life if necessary to protect its young, by feigning injury to draw away predators.  Similarly,
Jesus sacrificed himself for humanity. Two turtle doves represent the Old and New
Testaments. Three French hens stand for faith, hope and love. 

The four calling birds represent the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Five golden
rings represent the first five books of the Old Testament, which describe man's fall into sin
and the great love of God in sending a Savior. The six geese a-laying symbolize the six days of
creation. Seven swans a-swimming represent the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit-----
Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy.

The eight maids a-milking represent the eight beatitudes. Nine ladies dancing signify the nine
fruits of the Holy Spirit-----Charity, Joy, Peace, Patience [Forbearance], Goodness [Kindness],
Mildness, Fidelity, Modesty, Continency [Chastity]. The ten lords a-leaping were the Ten
Commandments.  The eleven pipers piping represent the eleven faithful Apostles, and the
twelve drummers symbolize the twelve points of belief in The Apostles' Creed.
Sources: 
The History of 'The Twelve Days of Christmas'
Twelve Days of Christmas - Wikipedia

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/resource/55904/the-history-of-the-twelve-days-of-christmas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_Days_of_Christmas


If you haven’t already reserved your room at the Monterey Bay Suites in Myrtle Beach,
SC for the annual Tar Heel Chapter Winter Gathering and Super Bowl Party, you still have
time, but act now!

Call or reserve online now to ensure you receive the great group rate. Be sure to mention
“Tar Heel ITPA-2026” when you call to get the room rates shown below.  Reservations
should be made by the first week in January to ensure these great rates remain available
to you.

 TAR HEEL CHAPTER MID-WINTER GATHERING AND
SUPERBOWL LX PARTY
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All Carotel Pioneer Club members and their guests are invited to attend this traditional
gathering.   The weekend agenda is informal, and includes free time to explore the area,
or just enjoy the views at the lovely ocean-front resort.

To reserve your room, call 855 861 9550 and ask for the Tar Heel ITPA-2026 group rate.  
Or, you can book online by visiting:

https://www.montereybaysuites.com/reservations/?
checkin=02/05/2026&checkout=02/09/2026&group=TARHEEL

A brief board meeting will precede the Super Bowl Party on Sunday afternoon, after
which we’ll enjoy our own version of a tail-gate party.  Bring your favorite Super Bowl
snack food to share with the group!   

Super Bowl LX will be held at Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara, California. 

https://www.montereybaysuites.com/reservations/?checkin=02/05/2026&checkout=02/09/2026&group=TARHEEL
https://www.montereybaysuites.com/reservations/?checkin=02/05/2026&checkout=02/09/2026&group=TARHEEL
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August is Par-TEE Time in Aberdeen

You are invited to attend the Tar Heel
Chapter’s 2026 Tee-rific Golf-Themed
annual assembly on August 14-15, 2026.!

All Carotel Pioneer Club members, spouses
and guests  are welcome.  The Tar Heel
Chapter Pioneers meet every August in  
North Carolina’s historic Sandhills region at
the Hampton Inn & Suites located at 200
Columbus Drive, Aberdeen, NC 28315. 

With nearly 40 golf courses within a 15-mile
radius, including the host sites of the 2024
U.S. Open and 2022 U.S. Women’s Open, the
Aberdeen/Pinehurst/Southern Pines area is
celebrated as the Home of American Golf.
Adding to that legacy, the USGA chose
Pinehurst for its second headquarters,
complete with an equipment-testing
facility, innovation hub, museum and visitor
center, and new offices. 

Pinehurst No. 2 will proudly host five U.S.
Open Championships by 2047, further
cementing the region’s place in golf history.

It’s only fitting that the theme for our 2026
assembly will celebrate the rich golfing
history of the area. Join us for an
unforgettable weekend of fun, laughter, and
all things golf—without ever swinging a
club! Whether you're a golf enthusiast or
just in it for the good times, this event is
the perfect way to celebrate the game in a
unique and exciting way.

We’re planning a weekend filled with
whimsical golf-inspired decor, delicious
food and drinks, and plenty of
entertainment—all without the need for
clubs or tees. This event promises to be a
hole-in-one. Dress in your best golf attire
and prepare for a weekend of laughs and
memories. We can't wait to see you there!

Golf Quiz:

Q:  When is it too wet to play golf?
A:   When your golf cart capsizes.

Q:  Why did the golfer bring two pair of
pants?
A:  In case he got a hole in one!

Q: What’s the difference between a golfer
and a fisherman?
A: When a golfer lies, he doesn’t have to
bring anything home to prove it.
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DON’T MISS THE CAROTEL SOCK HOP!
2026 CAROTEL CONVENTION - OCT. 9 & 10

Mark your calendars now for Carotel’s  
annual fall convention as we celebrate with
a spectacular Sock Hop on October 9th and
10th. 

This fun filled weekend will be held at the
Crystal Coast Oceanfront Resort in Pine
Knoll Shores, NC.  A special group rate of
$131.00 (plus tax) is available to
convention attendees with no parking or
resort fees. 

Dust off your poodle skirts and leather
jackets, and get ready to twist and shout
the night away. This nostalgic event
promises a delightful blend of classic rock
'n' roll tunes, lively dance contests, and
vintage soda shop treats that will transport
you to an era of fun and innocence.
Whether you're a seasoned jiver or a
curious newcomer, there's something for
everyone. It's a fantastic opportunity to
reconnect with old friends, relive the
golden days, or simply enjoy a unique
outing with fellow Pioneers.   So put on
your best dance shoes and , bring your
energy, and let's rock around the clock in
true 50's fashion!

Our 2026 entertainment chairman Ronnie
Cashwell is busy negotiating great deals
and delicious meals for the weekend.  

Our 2026 photography committee (Darlene
Mills, Edie Willis, Brenda Smith and Barbara
Smithson) will capture our kodak moments.   

There may be a few surprises in store.  
Make plans now to join the fun and stay
tuned for more details later this summer.  

The term “sock hop” came about because in
the 1950's when social dances were held in
the school gymnasiums.  The dancers danced
in their socks because street shoes were
forbidden on the gymnasium floors.  Even
tennis shoes were not allowed at the dances
because someone invariably would sneak in
wearing conventional shoes and scratch the
hardwood floor. Chaperones were often the
worst culprits of all, so even they were
required to wear socks unless they observed
from the bleachers.

Did you know....
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SAVE THE DATES

Last Tuesday of each Month
Wake Forest Retiree Breakfast
Briggs Restaurant, Wake Forest, NC

December 25, 2025
Merry Christmas Pioneers

January 1, 2026
Happy New Year!

February 5-8, 2026
Tar Heel Chapter Mid Winter Gathering and
Super Bowl LX Party
Myrtle Beach, SC

May 2, 2026
CT&T Fayetteville Area Retiree Luncheon
Hope Mills Parks and Recreation Area
Noon-3PM
Contact Doug Sibbett at 910-818-9346
to register

August 14-15, 2026
Tar Heel Chapter Annual Assembly
Aberdeen, NC

September 12, 2026
CT&T Fayetteville Area Retiree Luncheon
Paradise Acres of Grays Creek
Hope Mills, NC

October 9-10, 2026
Carotel Convention
Crystal Coast Ocean Front Hotel
Pine Knoll Shores, NC

October 16 - 18, 2026
Buckeye State Chapter Get-Together
Dutch Host Inn, Sugarcreek, OH
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HELP FUND OUR SCHOLARSHIP FUND!
Ties collected from Pioneers friends of Pioneers friends were used to create this
beautiful quilt that is being raffled by Carotel Pioneer Club.  100% of the proceeds
from ticket sales will fund the Elizabeth Bland Scholarship Fund,” which is awarded
annually. 

Raffle tickets are $20 each and are available through October 10, 2026.  The
drawing for the quilt will be held at the 2026 Carotel Convention.  

You do not have to be present to win.   To purchase a raffle ticket or to obtain raffle
tickets to sell in support of this fund-raiser, please contact Janet Cashwell by email
at jrhc1313@gmail.com.
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About Us
National ITPA

2025-2026
Officers/Directors

President:  Leon Yard

1st Vice President:  Vacant

2nd Vice President: Kyle Anderson

Immediate Past President:
   JoAnn Esposito

Secretary: Cindy Downing

Treasurer:   Daniel Barnhardt

Asst. Treasurer: James White

Executive Director: Andrea Wick
   
Directors:  Hannah Lancaster,
Nancy Hyatt, Jo Myers

Region 1 VP: Gregg Klatsky

Region 2 VP: Darlene Roll

Region 3 VP: Nancy Schnitzer

Committee Chairs

Awards:
Ann Beck

ByLaws:
Ronnie Cashwell

Nominating:
JoAnn Esposito

Investments:
James White 
 
Hall of Fame:
Morrie Sachsenmaier 
 
Leadership Development:
Nancy Schnitzer

Membership and Sponsor Companies:
Vacant

Public Relations:
Darlene Terry
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About Us

ITPA Regions 

Region 1:

Keystone-Garden State 
Chapter (PA)
   Ben M. Witmer Club (PA)
   Bunova Club (PA) Inactive
   NEAREA Club (PA)
   Tri-County Tel. Club (PA)

New England Chapter
    Down East Club (ME)
   Granite State Club (NH)

Empire State Chapter (NY)
 

   
 

 

 

Region 2:

Tar Heel Chapter (NC)
   Carotel Club (NC)
   Independent Members        
          (Lexington Tel) 

Buckeye State Chapter (OH)
   Mid-Ohio Club

Palmetto Chapter (SC)
   Comporium Pioneer Club (SC)

National Capital Chapter 
(VA, D.C. Area)

CenturyLink 
Pioneers of Georgia
(no Chapter Affiliation)
 
 

 

 

   

Region 3:

Florida St. Chapter (FL)
   Carl Hill Galloway Club (FL)
   Otto Wettstein Jr. Club (FL)
   Florida’s Big Bend Club (FL)

Tom Griffith Chapter (IA)

North Star Chapter (MN)

Mid-South Chapter  (MS)
   Wade H. Creekmore Club (MS)

CCCITPA (no Chapter Affiliation)
(CC Communications-NV)

Sooner Chapter (OK)
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2025-2026  
Officers/Directors

President:  Brenda Smith
Vice President:  Curty Lancaster
Immediate Past President:
   Darlene Terry
Treasurer: 
   Janet Holliday-Cashwell

Auditor:  Bill Twyman

Directors:  
Janet Holliday-Cashwell, 
Danny Dennis, 
Jim Jolly, Vicky Jolly,
Hannah Lancaster, 
Alissa Moss, Jean Outlaw

Director Emeritus: Vacant

Committees:

Scholarships:
Vacant, Chair

Entertainment:
Ronnie Cashwell, Chair

Nominating:
Darlene Terry, Chair

Historical:
Carolyn Thompson

Publicity:
Darlene Terry

About Us

Tar Heel Chapter 
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2025-2026 Carotel
Officers/Directors

President:  Darlene Terry
Vice President:  Brenda Smith
Immediate Past President:
   Larry Newsome
Treasurer:  Ronnie Cashwell
Secretary:  Mary McLamb

Directors:  Ray Brock, Andy Davis,
Wendy Davis, Chester Harrell,
Darlene House, Judy Satterwhite,
Doug Sibbett, Barbara Smithson, 
Edie Willis

Directors Emeritus:  Ronnie Cashwell

Committees:

Scholarships:
Vacant, Chair

By-Laws:
Ronnie Cashwell, Chair
Ray Brock, Carol Harrell, 
Mike Outlaw, Doug Sibbett

Entertainment:
Ronnie Cashwell, Chair

Public Relations:
Darlene Terry, Chair

Nominating:
Larry Newsome, Chair

About Us
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