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independent telecommunications pioneer association

Start Planning Now for the Annual Assembly in Portland, Maine

Mark your calendars and make plans to attend the 
Annual Assembly in Portland, Maine. The 30th Annual 

Assembly will be hosted in New England’s largest and 
northernmost state near the coastline of Portland. Maine 
is known for its diverse landscapes, lighthouses, and its 
delicious bounty from the land and sea.
 
We encourage all visitors to take advantage of:
l Day cruises to coastal lighthouses and islands
l Visit top Microbreweries within 15-20 min. drive of 
Portland
l Portland’s “Bon Appetite” Walking Tour or other foodie 
options
l A walk through time in Portland Maine – History and 
Stories of the area 

The DownEast Pioneer host team has selected Camp 
Sunshine to be this years’ primary charity. Camp Sunshine 
was established in 1984 as a retreat for families with 
children suffering from life-threatening illnesses. Utilizing 
the natural beauty and environment of the state of Maine, 
a 24-acre area of recreation and breathing space was 
designed to help families relax, support hope, and promote 
joy throughout all the stages of illness.

Camp Sunshine's program is offered year-round and has 
the distinction of having been designed 
to serve the entire family in a retreat 
model. The program is free of charge to 
families and includes on-site medical and 
psychosocial support. We look forward to 
sharing more of their stories during the 
annual assembly.

We will be hosting a silent auction to 
support Camp Sunshine during the annual 
meeting, if your club or group is interested 
in donating a gift basket or prize to utilize, 
please reach out to Angela Blackington, 
MOUNTAIN, LTD. 207-482-7026 or 
ablackington@mountainltd.com.

Thanks for considering this year 30th Annual Assembly, 
celebrating the 100th Anniversary of ITPA, and supporting 
Camp Sunshine.

The Assembly Committee is in need of “goodies” to 
fill the goody bags that will be given away at the 
Annual Assembly. These items can be representative 
of your company or club. We anticipate filling 100 bags. 
If you would like to make a donation, ship directly to: 
Angela Blackington, MOUNTAIN, LTD. 19 Yarmouth Drive, 
Suite 301, New Gloucester, ME 04260 / ablackington@
mountainltd.com or to Alissa Moss at the ITPA National 
Office, 438 W. Oglethorpe Hwy, Hinesville, GA 31313 itpa@
telecom-pioneers.net

What: 30th ITPA Annual Assembly
When: May 29-31, 2020
Where: Portland, ME
Accomoations: Portland Sheraton at Sable Oaks
200 Sable Oaks Dr.
South Portland, ME
www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/
pwmsi-portland-sheraton-at-sable-oaks
www.visitportland.com



SCORE! The Tar Heel Chapter 
kicked off the year—literally—with 

its annual Superbowl weekend meeting 
in February. The food was delicious 
as everyone pitched in to make their 
favorite snacks and bring finger foods, 
white chicken chili, shrimp and grits, 
sandwiches, chips and sweets! There's 
no tailgate like a Monterey Bay tailgate! 
Who cares about the game?! For 
those who must watch it, there are 
4 TVs at which 
to do so. Funny, 
no matter which 
one you watch, 
the outcome is 
still the outcome. 
Nonetheless, you 
can hear "Score!" 
And "How blind 
can a ref be?" 
echoing from room 
to room. And then 
there are some 
of us who just 
watch for the new 
commercials...

We had 22 present 
on Sunday night and on Monday 
morning, the directors and board 
members met to discuss the activities 
and business for 2019.

On May 17, the Chapter held its 
quarterly meeting at Heritage Oaks 
Tree Farm near Welcome. This location 
has become a favorite meeting place 
because of its beauty and charm.  Mark 
Goss, aka the Grill Master, prepared 
delicious burgers and dogs. Sherry, 
his chef mate, prepped everything 
else, including the sweet cabin on this 
property where we met. 

We had 12 to attend and held the 
quarterly meeting after lunch. After the 
meeting, we were invited to visit with 
Mark and Sherry at their new home on 
the tree farm. With an eye for beauty 
situated on a farm of hardwoods, we 
saw they had transformed trees to 
hardwood floors and cabinets. Their 
home is beautiful and inviting. With 

family treasures from both sides of 
their family, it is decorated with antique 
pieces throughout. Sherry also has an 
eye to envision what something can 
become, so antique doors and other 
pieces they've collected over the years 
have been gracefully repurposed, 
now extending their usefulness for 
generations to come.

In August, the Chapter returned to 
Aberdeen for the 
annual conference.  
Twenty-two 
attended and 
participated in this 
year's "At the Fair" 
theme. We enjoyed 
a barbecue on 
Friday night with 
tunes provided by 
Ronnie Cashwell.

On Saturday, we 
held the annual 
bingo and auction 
event where over 
$500 was raised. 
Saturday evening, 

we had a buffet dinner, held the 
business meeting, gave 5 scholarships 
for $1900 each, and "went" to the fair.  
We played ring toss, corn hole, roll the 
dice, dime in the cup (this was hard—
we had to pitch a dime into a medicine 
bottle!), and pyramid buster (involving 
cups and soft balls). Janet and Nat 
Goss provided cotton candy and 
popcorn machines, so we not only saw 
the fair, we smelled it and ate it too!  
Molly Goss, our Chapter's adopted and 
accomplished photographer snapped 
our pictures at the photo booth and 
took action shots of our prowess at the 
games. As usual we had a great time!

Lest you think the THC (No! Not THAT 
THC) is all play and no work, rest 
assured we plan and execute projects 
along with fund raising. We just figure 
we might as well have a good time 
doing it! If you're looking for a good 
time, call us up and join in! 
   
   —Club Corner cont'd on pg. 4
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The official publication of the
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ITPA Officers
  
Hannah Lancaster, President
P.O. Box 301
Chesnee, SC 29323
hannahl@chesnet.net

Gregg Klatsky, 1st Vice President
19 Yarmouth Dr.
New Gloucester, ME 04105
gklatsky@mountainltd.com 
 
Daniel Barnhardt, 2nd Vice President
2210 New Gray Rock Rd.
Fort Mill, SC 29708
Phone: (803)322-1401
daniel.barnhardt@comporium.com

Jo Myers, Secretary/Treasurer
438 W. Oglethorpe Hwy
Hinesville, GA 31313
Phone: (877) 320-ITPA 
jdmye@yahoo.com 
 
Becky Hollis, Assistant Secretary
8446 Augustwood Ln
Tallahassee, FL 32311
Phone: (850) 274-8048
labs4ne1@embarqmail.com
 
James White, Assistant Treasurer
PMB 176, 12620-3 Beach Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32246-7130
Phone: (904) 386-4556
Jlw650i@gmail.com
 
Jo Ann Esposito, Immediate Past 
President
7 Silver Terrace
Ocala, FL 34472
Phone: 352-687-3782 
joann.esposito@centurylink.com

 
 

 
ITPA Staff Office 
Alissa Moss, Executive Director
438 West Oglethorpe Hwy 
Hinesville, GA 31313
Phone: (912) 408-4872 
Toll free: (877) 320-4872 
Fax: (912) 408-4874
itpa@telecom-pioneers.net 

Please send stories about your club or 
chapter to ITPA at the contact 
information above. 

The Pioneer Magazine is developed by 
the ITPA Public Relations Committee 
and is published three times a year by 
the Independent Telecommunications 
Pioneer Association.
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Membership Report

Hi, Gang. 

The hot summer is ending and fall is approaching with its crisp air and bright colors. Sorry to say fall means something 
different for ITPA.
     

    
Failure to

                                                              Act
                                                              Leaving ITPA a
                                                              Loser
When we fail to recruit new members, our organization loses and sad to say—that is what is happening. Here are a few 
statistics on the number of new members over the past few years:
       2017 – 95 new members       2018 – 121 new members    so far 2019 – 30 new members

As you can see, we really have our work cut out for us. Some real team effort is needed to grow our organization to 
ensure its success and survival.   

Please make it a point to talk with a co-worker, retiree, anyone in the industry and encourage them to join or reinstate 
former members. Membership forms can be downloaded from our website www.nationalitpa.com. Dues are $25 and 
checks must be made payable to ITPA and mailed to Alissa Moss, ITPA Executive Director, at 438 W. Oglethorpe Highway, 
Hinesville, GA 31313.

We offer incentives for your hard work.

   Incentive categories are:
    1 - 4        new members        ITPA Certificate of Appreciation
    5 - 9        new members        $10 check
    10 - 14    new members        $50 check
    15 - 19    new members        $75 check
    20 +        new members       $100 check
 

—Vickie Jolly, Membership Chairperson
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Club Corner
Carotel Club Member Spotlight—Meet Ronnie 
Cashwell

What did the farmer say when he became a DJ? Lettuce 
turnip the beet!

 
Meet Carotel’s very own D.J.—Ronnie Cashwell—who never 
drops his beets! Ronnie has DJ’d for our annual convention 
for decades! It’s no easy task to haul and set up the 
equipment every year that helps ensure the success of our 
convention. Ronnie stays busy throughout the year supporting 
our local club as well as the state and national pioneer 
organizations. We take this opportunity to thank Ronnie for 
his many contributions. 
 
How it all began: After a 3-year Army tour, Ronnie joined 
Carolina Telephone in 1972 as a Central Office Repairman in 
Fayetteville and relocated to Clinton in the same role.Ronnie 
later moved to Tarboro as an A/V specialist in the corporate 
communications department. He also worked in Raleigh 
as video sales engineer. He met the love of his life, Janet, 
along the way and they were married in 1995. Janet is also a 
dedicated Carotel member.
 
Ronnie joined Carotel in 1985. He served as club president 
in 1998 and has served with tireless dedication as a director 
on the club’s board since the early ‘90’s. He has served the 
state Tarheel chapter continuously since 1994 in various 
roles, including entertainment committee, chairman and 
president. He has held several positions with the national club 
(ITPA)— awards committee, national president (2013-2014) 
and nominating chair (2015-2016) and has served as the 
national by-laws chairperson since 2016. He also served on 
the historical committee board and the charitable foundation 
board. Ronnie was elected this year as president of the 
Historical Foundation that provides financial support for the 
ITPA museum (see “Did you know…?” article.  
 
Ronnie contributes to the museum’s success, along with ITPA 
Exec. Director, Alissa Moss. He enjoys trying to make the old 
equipment work (see photo left) and seeing kids and adults 
react to demonstrations of old AE step switches or turning the 
dials on old rotary phones.
 
Ronnie also spends time helping others through 
philanthropical efforts. He initiated and coordinated a 
fundraiser in memory of former Carotel member Travis Butler, 
raising more than $13,000 for the Shriners (known for their 
children’s’ hospitals). When asked about his favorite Carotel 
project, Ronnie said, “The Carotel Club starting the Libba 
Bland Scholarship Fund was the most rewarding thing, just to 
honor a great Carotel member as well as a great friend to us 
all.“ Ronnie couldn’t pinpoint a favorite convention, saying,” 
“Each one holds great memories of good times. We cherish 
the members who are no longer with us, as they are the ones 
who provided the pioneering path for those who are involved 
with our club today, of which I am proud to be a part of.” 
 

Ronnie retired in 2004 with 32 years 
in telephony. He and Janet live in 
Raleigh and he works for NC’s 911 
Board as a User Support Specialist, 
responsible for A/V, streaming and 
logistics for meetings throughout 
the state. The 911 Board supports 
119 PSAPs (public service answering 
points) that receive 911 calls in NC. 
This is a busy group; they received 
about 7.3 million calls in 2018 alone. 
Want to hear a little-known fact 
about Ronnie? He was in the delivery 
suite for the birth of his 3rd 
grandchild, C.J., born in Aug. 
2014. Proud grandpa!    

Ronnie rocks the DJ gig 
while he and Janet enjoy 
Carotel Convention costume 
contest. 
 
2nd Annual Elizabeth 
Bland Memorial 
Scholarship 
Applications for the 2nd annual Elizabeth Bland Scholarship 
will be awarded in September. Our scholarship committee 
is accepting applications now. You can help  ensure this 
year’s scholarship is awarded to a deserving individual. An 
application and instructions are attached to the newsletter.   
 
The Elizabeth Bland Scholarship was established in memory 
of Elizabeth (Libba) Bland. A long time Carotel member, Libba 
began and ended her telephony career at CT&T in Tarboro. 
She was deeply committed to the Carotel club. For years, 
she dedicated precious hours to help ensure the success of 
our annual convention. It is our privilege to honor her legacy 
through the Elizabeth Bland Scholarship. The scholarship is 
a one-time $1,000 grant that will be issued directly to the 
college or university in which the recipient is enrolled.  
 
Carotel Pioneer Club members and families of club members 
are eligible to apply. Pioneer members (regular, associate, 
auxiliary, or life member) must be current on their annual 
membership dues to apply or to sponsor an applicant. The 
recipient must be enrolled in a graduate or undergraduate 
program in any field at an accredited college or university 
and must have maintained a 3.0 GPA for the most recent 
completed year (high school or college).
 
All applicants must complete an application and provide all 
additional information (letters of recommendation, transcripts, 
etc.) to the Chairman of the club’s scholarship committee with 
a postmark date no later than August 1, 2019. Incomplete 
applications will not be considered. The scholarship 
committee will evaluate all eligible applications and decisions 
of the committee are final. Request an application at 
crh5487@embarqmail.com
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Florida State Chapter ITPA 
On Saturday evening, September 21st, 2019, the Otto 
Wettstein Jr. Pioneer Club hosted the 55th annual 
meeting and banquet of the Florida State Chapter ITPA 
in Jacksonville held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. Those 
attending enjoyed a fun filled evening of fellowship and 
great food. The Chapter officers who were elected at the 
meeting  were: James White President Florida’s Big Bend 
Pioneer Club, Jo Ann Esposito Vice President Otto Wettstein 
Jr Pioneer Club, Carolyn Kelly Secretary .Carl Hill Galloway 
Pioneer Club and Jo Myers Treasurer Otto Wettstein Jr. 
Pioneer Club. Also elected were Nancy Schnitzer, Becky 
Hollis and Alton Johnson as Pioneer Club Directors. The 
chapter thanked Jo and Jo Ann for coordinating the event 
and securing the venue for us and all of the other Pioneers 
who also attended.

Otto Wettstein Jr. Club
The Otto Wettstein Jr. Pioneer Club in Leesburg Florida 
will be holding the 42nd Annual Retiree Christmas at our 
new location, the Salvation Army Fellowship Hall located 
at 2605 South Street in Leesburg on Tuesday December 
10th 2019 starting at 11am. Retired club members, other 
retirees, their spouses and guests are invited to the event. 
The traditional holiday buffet lunch will still be catered by 
Debbie Davis Catering, a longtime partner of the event. 
The attendees of the luncheon are asked to bring a non-
perishable food item with them. Last year 99 attendees 
donated several hundreds of pounds of food that was 
donated to the Salvation Army. Mark your calendars with 
the date and look for more information coming soon in 
your email. Looking forward to seeing you at our new 
location.  

Contact Jo Ann Esposito at espogirl56@yahoo.com or Jo 
Myers at jdmye@yahoo.com with questions or directions.   
RSVP’s are due back by November 27th 2019.

The Midsouth Chapter attended the Telecommunications 
Association of the Southeast’s (TELSE) Summer Symposium 
in June and awarded over $20,000 to 15 students through 

the Billy D. Young 
Telephone Pioneer 
Memorial Scholarship. 
After serving in the U.S. 
Air Force, Mr. Young 
dedicated his career to 
telecommunications, 
working with several 
companies in Mississippi 
and Alabama. The 
scholarship was 
established in his 

memory to support current high school seniors and 
undergraduate college students who are dependent 
children or grandchildren of an employee of a TELSE 
member company or the ITPA Mid-South Chapter.
Selection of scholars is based on a number of factors 
with special emphasis on each individual’s character, 
personal merit, and background. Merit is demonstrated 
in a variety of ways: leadership in school, civic, and other 
extracurricular activities; academic achievement; and 
motivation to serve and succeed in all endeavors. 
Pictured is Mid-South Chapter President, Mark West, 
presenting Abby Kendall with her scholarship certificate 
at the symposium. The scholarship will open for 2020 
submissions later this year. 

Nearea Telecom Pioneer Club donated thirteen (13) 
hand crocheted lap robes and twelve (12) hand crocheted 
shawls to the Meadows Nursing & Rehabilitation facility, 
Dallas, PA, on February 5, 2019. 
 
Pictured are: seated-residents Sandra Brown and Sophi 
Gadomski; standing- Cynthia Sickler, Activity Director at 
the Meadows, and Nearea members, John and Dolores 
Stubeda, Ray Wandel, and Tanya Christ.

Club Corner
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The Plight of the Moscowvites
by C. M. Mitchell
Eq. Installation Foreman, Everett, WA

In the fall nineteen sixty-six, the people of Moscow were 
in a terrible fix.

 
Ah, yes, it was the twenty-fifth of September, A date the 
Moscowvites long will remember. 
For on that quiet Sunday morning the equipment caught 
fire without much warning. 
The sirens screamed, the water flew, the whole mess was 
boiling in plastic goo. 
Then down the stair steps came a thundering herd, For the 
operators all had been given the word. 
There wasn't much left save ashes and dirt, ten startled 
operators, but none of them hurt. 
Oh, what a scene so pathetic and shocking, soon came 
policemen the street they were blocking. 
My what a sight as the workmen moved in, To clean up the 
mess and start over again. 
Equipment was mustered from near and far, Sacramento 
and Portland and Madagascar.

 

Up in the air with a new installation, Cable and parts from 
all over the nation. 
In ten short weeks from the time of beginning, Full service 
restored the switches are spinning. 
A tribute to loyalty, team work galore, A record unmatched 
from west to east shore. 
Men worked through the night without complaint, with 
vigor and skill determined and bent.  
Now this is my chance to stand up and holler, For the 
courage and skill of the equipment installer.

Historical Foundation

Article Source: West Coast Crosstalk, 
March-April, 1952, pg.16

Crosstalk was a publication of the 
employees of the West Coast Telephone 
Company, General Offices, Everett, 
Washington.

From the Archives
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Charitable Foundation

Dear ITPA Members: 

“Thank you” for your continued support of charitable activities. On the national 
side, that support normally comes through donations to the ITPA Charitable 
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) organization. Those donations allow us to fund projects 
related to Alzheimer’s Association research, military projects (each year we seem 
to find projects from Wounded Warriors to Honor Flight to support for Families 
of Special Operations military personnel and beyond), community activities 
in Hinesville, Georgia, our national office and museum location, and also to 
support the National President’s “Charity of Choice.” We fund Emergency Disaster 
Relief Grants (guidelines in the process of being updated but grants can still be 
submitted).  

Locally, chapters and clubs across the United States support some of the projects 
listed above and what is probably “hundreds” of other local projects. Some of 

those are recognized at the Spring Assembly Award ceremony.  In 
every case, when a charitable activity is supported, Pioneers are 
helping others see brighter futures. “THANK YOU” for your support!
 
—Darlene Roll, President, ITPA National Charitable Foundation

Going Green!
Would you prefer to receive the Pioneer Magazine 
digitally? ITPA offers e-mail delivery of the Pioneer 
to anyone who elects to receive it. The Magazine 
will be delivered in PDF (Adobe) format three times 
annually. To take advantage of this option, e-mail 
itpa@telecom-pioneers.net with the subject line 
"Digital Pioneer Magazine Opt in."

The ITPA has partnered with flowerpetal.com to provide you a state-of-the-art shopping experience 
and unparalleled service for purchasing flowers and gifts online. 12% of your purchases support our 
organization. How does it work? Flowerpetal.com, a Las Vegas based e-commerce provider servicing the gift 
and flower industry, handles order processing, fulfillment and customer service, all backed by their 100% 
Satisfaction Guarantee. Support ITPA – buy flowers from flowerpetal.com.

ITPA Flower Petal Link: http://itpa.flowerpetal.com

Independent Telecommunications 
Pioneer Association National Office



ITPA
438 West Oglethorpe Hwy
Hinesville, GA 31313

www.nationalitpa.com 

Support ITPA with Amazon Smile

Getting Ready for
The Holidays?
 
Support ITPA every time you shop on Amazon by 
linking your Amazon account with the ITPA Amazon 
Smile account. You shop, ITPA gets a donation!!! 
It’s just that easy. 

Amazon has created a shopping experience through 
Amazon Smile that allows them to be able to give back 
to many amazing chairtites like the ITPA. Amazon Smile 
is a simple, NO COST TO YOU, way of supporting the 
ITPA. When you shop at smile.amazon.com you will find 
the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient 
shopping experience as if you were shopping amazon.com 
with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion 
of the purchase price to the ITPA. Amazon Prime members 
can also use Amazon Smile. 

 
Shop at smile.amazon.com/ch/52-1819313 and 
Amazon will make a donation to the ITPA on your 
behalf. 
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