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independent telecommunications pioneer association

Register Now for the 28th ITPA Annual Assembly!

A fter a cold winter, this year the assembly will 
be held during the weekend of April 27th - 30th, 
2018 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in sunny Tampa 
Florida. We have a room rate of $109.00 per 
night and that includes breakfast for each night 
you stay at the hotel. If you come early or stay 
a few days after the assembly, you will receive 
the same nightly rate. For those of you that are 
flying down, a shuttle will pick you up at the 
Tampa Airport and bring you back to the airport 
at the end of the assembly. 

When reserving your room, please mention you 
are with ITPA. The number for the hotel is 
877-834-3613. We will have a Saturday 
afternoon adventure so check the registration 
form. 

The Assembly Committee is looking for 
companies that would like to provide “goodies” 
for our attendee bags. This is a great 
opportunity to have your company represented. 

Wish all a Happy New Year and can’t wait 
to see you in Florida!

—JoAnn Esposito, Vice President



H ello Pioneers,    
 

 
Would someone please tell me where has 
the time gone? It seems to me that we 
were just at the Crown Plaza attending 
our convention and were all laughing at 
Nancy Hyatt telling us about the guy at 
the pool. They say that time really goes 
fast after you turn 50 and that's been 
nineteen years ago for me, so I guess 
that would be a true statement.
    I can't put into words the excitement 
and pleasure I have received being your 
National President. Even my wife Cynthia 
has noticed a change in my behavior, and 
that enthusiasm even got her involved 
for the first time in years. I think it was 
the ladies that got her dancing at the 
convention which was something I haven't 
seen in years.
    While I enjoyed the trips to North 
Carolina and South Florida, I do wish 
that I could have gotten to more clubs 
and attended more chapters meeting. 
I still believe that we at the National 
level must find ways to engage the 
local chapters and highlight the 
wonderful community work that 
they are doing and to a greater 
extent get more involved in their 
efforts. With much help from our 
Executive Director, Alissa Moss and 
Jo Myers our Treasurer, I do feel 
confident that we are very close 
in resolving our problem with the 
Internal Revue Service. While this 
has been a time consuming and 
expensive effort, these ladies have 
worked extremely hard to minimize 
the cost to ITPA and they should be 
commended. This was a problem 

that went back to when we moved our 
headquarters to Hinesville and it affected 
many of our clubs and something that we 
had to get fixed.
    When I look back over the past year, 
there are a few things that stick out 
in my mind and one is that there is 
no organization that can be successful 
without good, dedicated people. 
I experienced that from my convention 
in how things came together when we all 
work together. Secondly, we have some 
good hardworking, caring people in our 
organization who know how to put our 
differences aside and put pioneering first. 
For almost a year, I've seen this personally 
for myself, and I could not be more proud 
to be a part of this organization. I am 
honored that you have allowed me to 
serve as your president this past year, 
and I will continue to work to help our 
organization grow and prosper in the 
coming years.

—James White, National President

The Pioneer Magazine
The official publication of the
Independent Telecommunications  
Pioneer Association

ITPA Officers
  
James White, President
PMB 176, 12620-3 Beach Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32246-7130
Phone: (904) 874-9991
Jlw650i@gmail.com

Jo Ann Esposito, Vice President
7 Silver Terrace
Ocala, FL 34472
Phone: 352-687-3782 
joann.esposito@centurylink.com

Jo Myers, Secretary/Treasurer
438 W. Oglethorpe Hwy
Hinesville, GA 31313
Phone: (877) 320-ITPA 
jdmye@yahoo.com
 
Leon Yard, Immediate Past-President
2072 Dunlap Roddey Rd.
Rock Hill, SC 29730
Phone: (803) 448-8116
Leon.Yard@Comporium.com

ITPA Staff Office 
Alissa Moss, Executive Director
438 West Oglethorpe Hwy 
Hinesville, GA 31313
Phone: (912) 408-4872 
Toll free: (877) 320-4872 
Fax: (912) 408-4874
itpa@telecom-pioneers.net 

Please send stories about your club or 
chapter to ITPA at the contact 
information above. 

The Pioneer Magazine is developed by 
the ITPA Public Relations Committee 
and is published three times a year by 
the Independent Telecommunications 
Pioneer Association.

Postmaster: Address corrections
requested. Mail to: 

ITPA
438 West Oglethorpe Hwy. 
Hinesville, GA 31313
www.nationalitpa.com  
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President's Corner

Please remember when your Club/Chapter 
officers change to send that information along 
with physical addresses or email addresses to the 
National Office and your Region Vice President 
to ensure that our records are up to date and we 
know whom to contact.

James White, National President with wife, Cynthia 
White

Amazon Smile Love to shop? Support the ITPA while doing what you 
love. Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for you to support the ITPA 
every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, 
you'll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping 
experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a 
portion of the purchsae price to the ITPA Charitale Foundation. 

>>The next time you shop Amazon, consider logging into the ITPA page at 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/52-1819313.  
 
5% of the amount you spend will be given to the ITPA.



3

Hall of Fame

The new (101st) member of the Telephone Hall of Fame of the Independent 
Telecommunications Pioneer Association is one of a dwindling band of distinguished 

senior executives who helped the independent telephone industry prepare for the 
telecommunication challenges of the 21th century. Dean Charles Swanson of Cornelia, 
GA, will be inducted on April 29, 2018 at the Association’s annual assembly to be held in 
Tampa, FL.

The 97-year old association numbering some 7000 dues-paying members with 
headquarters in Hinesville, GA began in 1965 to recognize individuals who had made 
“outstanding contributions to the Independent [non-Bell] telecommunications industry.” The 
most recent inductee was Joe T. Ford in 2017. 

With 35 years in the industry, Swanson parlayed his local experience at Standard (GA) 
Telephone Company into leadership at both the state and national levels. As one colleague 
observed: “Dean was among those who, in growing their company, had to navigate new 
regulations, mergers, digital technology, relaxed interexchange environment to face a 
marketplace of less regulation, more competition, new service deployments and technology 
innovation. All this in a world of converging local exchange, wireless, cable and data 
services.” 

The Annapolis graduate joined Standard in 1963 after serving as a fighter pilot in the U.S. Air Force with global deployment. 
Following six years at Standard as vice president and operations manager he was promoted to EVP in 1970. Eight years later as 
new corporate President he began a 20-year role helping to expand the rural north Georgia telephone company into advanced 
telephony products: wireless (cellular), cable TV, Internet provider, CPE sales, long distance and many other leading edge 
services. The high level of service excellence and customer responsiveness at Standard was often modeled by other telcos.

And it was this record that early on saw Swanson tapped for involvement by the Georgia Telephone Association where, during 
three decades, he served as a director, president and member of the executive committee. But it was when 
Swanson was elected a director of the U.S. Telecom Association (USTA that he was able to deploy his strong telecom 
background toward an industry-wide contribution. In his 12 years at USTA he was elected the association’s secretary, vice-
chairman and then chairman from which he was honored with USTA’s highest honor in 1995—the Distinguished Service Medal. 

These years in the 1980s-90s were where Swanson’s vision was instructional in the formation of new telecom policy and 
‘industry best practices’ exercised by member telecom companies. During his chairmanship, USTA faced many vexing regulatory 
issues such as price caps and threatened reduction of Federal subsidies to rural carriers. Swanson testified before Congressional 
committees on telecom reform at the same time the Association was working with the Bell companies to reach equilibrium to 
ensure the USTA met the demands of both sets of constituents in a fair, balanced way. 

Swanson was also prominent on the board of the Independent Telco Networks (ITN). He was named a director of the influential 
Exchange Carrier Standards Association. 

Standard under Swanson’s tenure continued to be one of ITPA’s most staunch supporters through its Region 8 Peach State 
Chapter providing officers and committee heads at state and national levels. Swanson was given the chapter’s Hall of Fame 
Award in 1996. 

As has been the case with every past member of the Hall of Fame, Swanson has a legacy of community and civic involvement. 
These resulted in the formation of industrial parks, an airport and accommodating infrastructure attracting business to North 
Georgia long after his formal telecom retirement in 1998 when he helped negotiate the sale of Standard and its properties to 
Alltel Corp. He was a director of the Business Council of Georgia, on the Georgia Governor’s Committee for School Performance 
and a half dozen Habersham County authorities and boards. 

In addition to his BS from the U.S. Naval Academy, Swanson has taken graduate work at Emory University, completed the 
University of Kansas’ USITA Management Program, the Executive Program at Stanford University and Duke University’s Executive 
Program in Telecommunications. 

Swanson and his wife, Helen Kay (Stewart), are major donors of the Swanson Center for Performing Arts and Communications 
at Piedmont (GA) College and the Folk Pottery Art Museum in Sautee-Nacoochee, Georgia. The Swansons have two sons and six 
grandchildren.
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The Comporium Pioneers Open Arms Gala

ITPA 28th Annual Assembly Registration Form

Tampa, FL                  April 27 - 30, 2018 
The Assembly Registration form is also available on the website for those who wish to print or use PayPal.

Member Name____________________________Name of Guest ___________________________

Daytime Phone Number ______________________E-Mail_________________________________

Chapter/Club Affiliation _____________________________________________________________

Dietary Restrictions________________________________________________________________

First-time Assembly attendee?   Yes  c    No  c  (Grant application available by contacing national office)

   Registration fee includes the following meals and activities: 

 l Friday — Meet and Greet dinner 

 l Saturday — Lunch 

 l Saturday afternoon — (Dinner is on your own)

  l Sunday — Hall of Fame Luncheon/afternoon Awards ceremony

 l Sunday — Banquet/installation/entertainment

   Saturday afternoon/evening activities: (No refunds will be issued and you will not be able to sign up at assembly.)

 c  The Florida Aquarium Downtown Tampa enables you to get up close to many of Florida's aquatic and terrestrial animals and 
ecosystems, as well as others from around the world. The Florida Aquarium's habitats are laid out to show the journey of a 
drop of water from one of Florida's many freshwater springs out to the open waters of the Gulf of Mexico. Sights include a 
large simulated wetlands environment located under a tall glass atrium, shallow bays and beaches, and a coral reef ecosystem 
encompassed in 500,000-gallons of natural seawater.

 
 c  I do not want to take a tour.

 Registration fee: Payment for registration must accompany this form. Check the appropriate options below. 
 Make check payable to ITPA. 
 
 c   ITPA Member  $125
 c   Guest   $125
 c   Hall of Fame Lunch Only  
 (Non Registered)  $ 30 
  c   The Florida Aquarium $ 35 x Number of participants____________
  
           
 Grand Total Enclosed: $______________________________

 Cancellation Policy: Cancellations received after April 11, 2018 are non-refundable.

 Mail registration and payment to: ITPA, 438 W. Oglethorpe Hwy, Hinesville, GA 31313

Hotel Accommodations: 
Crowne Plaza Tampa 
  Westshore    
5305 West Kennedy Blvd.
Tampa, FL 33609
877-834-3613
www.cptampawestshore.com
 
Deadline to make hotel 
reservations: April 11, 2018. 
Mention code ITPA for a 
special rate of $109.00 per 
night.



5



6

Comporium Pioneer Club
The Comporium Pioneers had a supply of 

Christmas Stockings stored that was left over 
from a project several years ago. An email was 
sent to the Adult Enrichment Center to see if they 
would be receptive to receive the Stockings and 
if so what would the needs be. They were thrilled 
to be selected and provided a needs list for their 
seventy-five clients that would love and appreciate 
them. The list was shopped for and Pioneers and 
Pioneer kids gathered one evening after work to 
fill the Stockings.  All were loaded up and delivered 
the next day to the Center who stored them until 
their Christmas Party.  

Florida’s Big 
Ben Club: Big 
Bend Pioneers in 

Tallahassee collected, purchased and delivered donations of "Wish 
List" items to The Oasis Center for Women 
and Girls. The local nonprofit organization 
provides services such as counseling, single 
moms support, mother-daughter circles 
and summer camps for girls to name a few 
of their programs. Our donations included 
healthy snacks, paper towels, tissue, 
disinfecting wipes, cosmetics, printer paper, 
pocket folders and art supplies. Our Pioneers 
received thank you letters and were featured 
on the Center's Facebook page with photos 
and a note of gratitude to ITPA.   

NEAREA Telecom. Pioneer Club recently 
donated 7 hand crocheted lap robes and 6 
hand crocheted shawls to the Forest City 
Nursing Home. Those residents participating 
in the photo were given the honor of selecting 
a lap robe or shawl. The remaining supply 
will be given as gifts during a resident 
bingo or for someone who does not have 
family visit regularly or is in need. Shown 
with the residents are NEAREA members 
Marlene Sample and Dave Richards. Also, 
6 hand crocheted lap robes and 4 hand 
crocheted shawls were donated to the United Methodist Home, 

Tunkhannock. Also 
at this time 50 hand 
crocheted "angel 
ornaments" were 
donated, to be 
given to each of the 
residents. Shown in 
the photo with the 

residents are Terry White, Home Activities Director; Tanya 
Christ, NEAREA member; and Annette Chickey, Home 
Administrator. NEAREA is affiliated most closely with 
Independent Telecom. Companies of the North East AREA 
of Pennsylvania, mainly Empire/North Penn Telephone 
Company of Mansfield, Frontier Communications Solutions 
(formerly Commonwealth Telephone Enterprises, Inc.) of 
Dallas, and NEP Telephone Company of Forest City.

Pinellas Telephone Pioneers: The Pinellas Telephone 
Pioneer Old-Timers Fall Picnic was held Saturday, October 
7, 2017 at 11:00 A.M. at Eagle Lake Park on Keene Road 
in Largo, Florida. The picnic, organized and hosted by Al 
Corcoran, had a total of 18 guests. Upon arrival, guests 
enjoyed a social hour, visiting and reconnecting with old 
friends. As guests were preparing to eat, Emmett Clary said 
the prayer of thanks. There was plenty of good food 
that included fried chicken, baked beans, potato salad, 
macaroni salad, cole slaw, rolls, a variety of desserts, 
fruit punch, green tea, and ice water. The day was sunny 
and hot. The temperature reached 92°F, pretty warm for 

early October. There were occasional gusts of wind that 
sent unanchored paper plates and napkins flying. Everyone 
was given a raffle ticket and following the meal, prizes were 
raffled off. There were enough prizes so that everyone received 
something. Al Corcoran sold tickets for a 50/50 drawing for a 

$25 prize. Frank Beilage was the lucky winner 
of the 50/50 drawing. A great time was had by 
all and we're looking forward to our next get-to-
gather. Our thanks and gratitude to Liz and Fred 
Mills who arrived at Eagle Lake Park at 8:00 A.M. 
and obtained, occupied, and held shelter #1 
for our picnic. Photos show guests enjoying 
themselves at the picnic. —Jim Brownlee 

1. Pictured L to R: Al Plaskowsky, Carmen Putrow, 
Henry Black and Fred Mills 
 
2. In the food line L to 
R: Gerry Symes, Wendy 
Swertfeger, Diana Rankin, 
and Al Plaskowsky

3. Liz and Fred Mills

4. Frank Beilage

5. Henry Black 
and Wendy 
Swertfeger

Club Corner
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Club Corner
The Otto Wettstein Jr. Pioneer 
Club in Leesburg, Florida held their 
Annual Retiree Christmas Luncheon 
celebrating the 40th anniversary of 
the event. It was held at the City 
Community Building in Leesburg 
on December12, 2017. Retired club 
members, other retirees, 
their spouses and guests 
attended the annual 
event. The 125 attendees 
enjoyed a buffet 
lunch, and special 40th 
anniversary cakes and 
ice cream, catered by Debbie Davis Catering, a longtime partner 
of the event. They also enjoyed the fellowship and socialized with 
those they hadn’t seen since the last event or since they retired. 
Door prize drawings were held after their meal. Each winner went 
home with a gift card and/or a Poinsettia plant. Guest speaker 
for the event was James White, ITPA President from Jacksonville, 
FL. James spoke about ITPA and shared other events in his 
telecommunications career. The club presented James with a 
$100 donation to the charity he chose to support as National 
ITPA President, the Wolfson Children’s Hospital, a nonprofit 
organization in Jacksonville, FL. The attendees of the luncheon 
were asked to bring a nonperishable food item with them. A 
record breaking total of 687 pounds of food was collected, 
donated and delivered to the St. Theresa’s Catholic Church Soup 
Kitchen in Belleview, FL. The club also made a $100 donation 
to the soup kitchen. This year’s event is tentatively planned for 
December 11, 2018.  

Tar Heel Chapter
The Tar Heel Chapter of ITPA chose Blankets and Bears for its 
2017 service project at the quarterly meeting in February.  This 
project benefited Wake County Protective Services located in 
Wake Forest, NC and serving all the Wake County. These blankets 
and bears have been used both when children change foster 
homes and need to be removed from their homes.
Members matched fleece and collected bears and other stuffed 
animals for children ages 0-17. At the May meeting the team was 
off to a great start tying blankets. Along the way, a local ladies 
group pitched in to help and by the time of the annual convention 
in August, the Tar Heel Chapter was well on its way to a goal 
of 50 blankets. In September, the chapter donated 63 blankets 
and 63 stuffed animals to the agency. All totaled, 24 people 
participated in the project, helping to create an environment 
where children had items to claim as their own in a very difficult 
situation.

The 9th Annual GTE/Verizon/GTEDS Retirees Luncheon 
was held on Tuesday, December 5th, 2017 from 11:00 A.M. 
to 1:30 P.M. at the Columbia Café Riverwalk located at the 
Tampa Bay History Center, 801 Old Water Street, Tampa, 
Florida 33602. This is a party that Doug and Sandy Atwood 
have planned and organized each year. Formerly held at the 
Colonnade Restaurant located on Tampa's Bay Shore Boulevard, 
the Colonnade was sold to developers and demolished to 
make way for a new high rise condominium. This is the 
second year the party has been held at the Columbia Café in 
the outdoor dinning area. The weather was great. More than 
30 retirees and their guests attended this year's party. Upon 
arrival, attendees had an opportunity to mingle, reconnect 
and socialize with longtime friends. The luncheon was an open 

menu event; attendees ordered drinks and food items from the 
restaurant's lunchtime menu and were responsible for their own 
bills. The food served by this restaurant is primarily tasty Tampa/
Spanish cuisine. A great time was enjoyed by all. Our thanks to 
Doug and Sandy Atwood for putting this all together. Photos show 
some of the attendees and their guests. 

Top: Emmet Clary; middle: Doug and 
Sandy Atwood, event planner and 
organizers; Bottom: Harvey and Eva 
Simpson.

Happy New Year to all my Pioneering Friends,

Support of the Charitable Foundation has again been 
outstanding. Once again, you have responded in such 
a wonderful way to the needs of others. Through your 
generous gifts, many lives were changed for the good. We 
are able to support programs on a regular basis and we 
are ready for the next disaster when it occurs. Keep up the 
good work. Our heartfelt thanks go out to each and every 
one of you. God bless you all.
   —Harold Hayes. President
   ITPA Charitable Foundation

Charitable Foundation



ITPA
438 West Oglethorpe Hwy
Hinesville, GA 31313

www.nationalitpa.com 

In Memoriam - Gil Bockus
Gilbert “Gil” Bockus  
1940-2018
ITPA National President 2006

Gil was an ITPA Pioneer for 41 years. He served as the Granite State Chapter 
President from 1982-1994 and was a New England Chapter Associate President from 

1988-1991.  
 
He served as Region One Vice President for many years and spent several years on the 
National Awards Committee. In 2006, Gil served as the ITPA National President. 
 
Gil received many notable awards during the time he served as a pioneer. In 1998, Gil 
received the John Knox Johnston award. In 2000, he received the National Pioneering 
Excellence Award. In 2001, Gil was inducted into the Telephone Association of New 
England Hall of Fame. In 2013, Gil received the highest honor a pioneer can receive, the Director Emeritus Award. The 
lifetime honor was given to Gil in recognition of his long time service and commitment to the ITPA. 
 
Gil along with his wife, Clem, who were married for 52 years, truly defined the vision of the ITPA. Together they 
volunteered in their community and truly made this world a better place. We are forever grateful of your service to the 
ITPA.  
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