
Thank You!

ITPA celebrated their 24th Annual 
Assembly at the Hilton Grand Rapids 

Airport Hotel in beautiful Grand Rapids, 
Michigan the weekend of May 16, 17 
and 18, 2014. Incoming President Jim 
McCartney had many special treats for 
Assembly attendees including a trip 
to the Gerald Ford Museum on Friday 
for early arrivals. The Meet and Greet 
Friday evening had twenty-one first time 
attendees getting to know everyone with 
the ritual 1st Timer’s quiz.
   Saturday morning’s Business meeting 
introduced the charity of choice, PET 
(Personal Energy Transport) and a 
donation from the Charitable Foundation 
to the Michigan local Wounded Warrior 
project. Dutch Dancers entertained prior 
to lunch and a trip to nearby Holland 
Michigan for a tour of Windmills and Tulips 
made Saturday afternoon a delight.  
   Sunday’s worship service started off a 
busy last day. During the Sunday Business, 
meeting Mr. Jim introduced his Mascot PEP 
who was promptly mascot-napped and 
began his year of travels early. 
   Chapters and Clubs celebrated the 
accomplishments of 2013 at the Sunday 
Awards presentation, which followed the 
Hall Of Fame Luncheon where honored 
guests joined Pioneers to celebrate the 

inductees.
   Sunday evening’s Banquet dinner capped 
off a weekend of reuniting with Pioneer 
friends, food and fun.  
   The location for next year’s Assembly 
is in the planning stages and will be 
announced in an upcoming Issue of the 
Pioneer Connection.
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independent telecommunications pioneer association

24th Annual ITPA Assembly, Fun for All!
Marilyn Fretz, Northwest Ohio

Becky Hollis, Florida’s Big Bend Club

Sanja Hartfield,  Carl Hill Galloway Pioneer 
Club

Nancy Tschida, Norwesco Pioneer Club

ASSEMBLY SPONSORS

Platinum
Jennings Foundation
Nickless Family Charitable Foundation
Pigeon Telephone Company
Geico

Diamond
Chesnee Telephone Co. Inc.
Mid-State Consulting

Gold
Waldron Telephone Co.
Comporium & Comporium Pioneer Club
Kaleva Telephone Co.
Springport Telephone Co.
Palmetto Chapter ITPA
Peninsula Fiber Network
Hiawatha Telco.
James E. McCartney, CPA, LLC
Raymond James & Associates Inc.
Bloomingdale Communications

Silver
Down East Pioneer Club
Montrose Historical & Telephone Pioneer   
   Museum
Baraga Telephone Co. 

Bronze
Florida State Chapter ITPA
Otto Wettstein Jr. Pioneer Club
Ogden Telephone Co.
Power & Tel Co.
Ace Communications
Glenn and Trudie Bryant Foundation
Buckeye State Chapter

Jennie Vaughn, Comporium Pioneer Club



Those who 
attended the 

Assembly know 
that my motto 
for this year is 
“Put Energy into 
Pioneering.” PEP 
is also my mascot 
and I hope that 

he has been making sure that Pioneers 
are being enthusiastic about the 
opportunities ITPA can offer to her or his 
company and community.

Cindy Downing did a meaningful 
installation service with the Board and 
Officers using lighted candles to add 
to the main candle flame. I accepted 
their commitment to help Pioneering 
be brighter this year. The highlight was 
Sunday when members of the families 
of Clarke M. Williams and Leroy Carlson 
were presented and received a copy 

of the Hall of Fame book which now 
includes their fathers. The Court of 
Honor selected two special individuals 
to include in the Hall at our office in 
Hinesville.

I want to thank those who came and 
discovered that Michigan is a beautiful 
state, the Presidential Museum history 
was during our lifetime and how the 
Dutch dancers could dance on those 
wooden shoes.

My first trip was to the Empire State 
Chapter where I was proud to present 
them with their plaque for membership 
growth last year. Their chapter also 
awarded college scholarships and were 
able to double the award by having the 
related company match the award. 

Remember PEP is my motto and my 
mascot.
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The Pioneer Magazine
The official publication of the
Independent Telecommunications  
Pioneer Association

ITPA Officers
  
James E. McCartney, President
1414 Safire Ct.
East Lansing, MI 48823
Phone: (517) 574-5262
jemllc.cpa@gmail.com

Becky Hollis, 1st Vice President
8446 Augustwood Lane
Tallahassee, FL 32311
Phone: (850) 656-9047
Labs4ne1@embarqmail.com

Leon Yard, 2nd Vice President
2072 Dunlap Roddey Rd
Rock Hill, SC 29730
Phone: (803) 448-8116
Leon.Yard@Comporium.com

Jo Myers, Secretary/Treasurer
438 W. Oglethorpe Hwy
Hinesville, GA 31313
Phone: (877) 320-ITPA 
jdmye@yahoo.com

Ronnie Cashwell, Immediate Past 
President
6121 River Meadow Ct.
Raleigh, NC 27604
Phone: (919) 850-3322
Cell: (919) 801-8428
rcashwel@bellsouth.net

ITPA Staff Office 
Alissa Moss, Office Manager
438 West Oglethorpe Hwy 
Hinesville, GA 31313
Phone: (912) 408-4872 
Toll free: (877) 320-4872
Fax: (912) 408-4874
itpa@telecom-pioneers.net 

Please send stories about your club or 
chapter to ITPA at the contact   
information above.

The Pioneer Magazine is developed by 
the ITPA Public Relations Committee 
and is published three times a year by 
the Independent Telecommunications 
Pioneer Association.
Postmaster: Address corrections
requested. Mail to: 
ITPA
438 West Oglethorpe Hwy. 
Hinesville, GA 31313
www.nationalitpa.com  

President's Corner

Please remember when your Club/Chapter 
officers change to send that information 
along with physical addresses or email 
addresses to the National Office and your 
Region Vice President to ensure that our 
records are up to date and we know who 
to contact.

2013-2014 President’s Farewell

At long last, Tracker is finally home! After 
trekking across much of the US—including 
Hawaii—dog-paddling in the Caribbean, 
hoofing it around Europe, and playing top 
canine in Canada, he is back in Raleigh 
and not so happy about his re-entry into 
Regular Dogdom 101. He even barked 
the other day – “What do you mean, ‘I 
ain’t nothing but a hound dog’?” After 
hobnobbing with racing royalty, sunning 
at the coast, strolling through museums, 
lounging atop a gun turret, and playing the 
fire marshal, his readjustment has been 
difficult for him, to say the “leash.” He has 
been regularly attending BEAGLE: Mrs. 
Beasley’s Excellent Authorized Guaranteed 
Leash Execution (BEAGLE) Academy to be 
detoxed, decontammed, and debriefed. 
Slowly but surely, he is reintegrating to 
his old neighborhood and pals. In another 
month or so, he’ll be his old self. I can tell 
you, though; he’s just not keen on being 
“another puppy on a string.”
   Even though I didn’t travel nearly as 
extensively as Tracker did during my year 
as President, Janet and I did get to go 
to several meetings and conventions. 
All along the way, we met some of the 
nicest, most dedicated pioneers our 
organization could hope to have in its 
membership. Hinesville sort of became 

our second home. We got to meet Major 
General Murray, Commanding General of 
Fort Stewart with whom I got to exchange 
coins with and his wife Jane, George 
Holtzman, Community and Veterans 
Coordinator for the Veterans Walk Initiative 
on the Bryant Commons, Mayor James 
Thomas of Hinesville, Bobby Lazenby, with 
the IT department, and Mr. Randolph and 
Mrs. Geneva Jones, a delightful couple who 
work for the City of Hinesville. Thanks to 
the cookbook I received from Mrs. Geneva, 
my waistline will never stay in place.
   When we started with the convention 
in New Bern in May 2013, it seemed the 
year stretched out long before us. Now, 
on this side of my tenure, it seems it was 
incredibly short. There were many goals 
and objectives I had in mind to accomplish 
during my year; however, I quickly learned, 
I got far more from the organization than 
I could ever have contributed to it. Several 
years ago I learned there is no “I” in team. 
As a team, we can continue to grow ITPA, 
making it stronger and more successful 
year after year.
   There were many people along the way  
who made my time in office both pleasant 
and productive. In short, I thank
   •  God for a great year—without Him 

none of this would have been possible. 
He granted us wisdom, safe travels, 
and answered prayers.  
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Hall of Fame
ITPA Inducts Distinguished Telecom
Leaders into the Telephone Hall of Fame
 
Two prominent telephone executives, whose vision and 
drive turned modest beginnings in rural telephony into 
telecom companies serving millions, were inducted into 
the Telephone Hall of Fame recently by the Independent 
Telecommunications Pioneer Association (ITPA).
 
Ceremonies on May 18 at the Hilton Airport Hotel in Grand 
Rapids, MI during the ITPA’s annual assembly saw the late 
Clarke McRae Williams of Century Tel (now CenturyLink) 
and LeRoy T. Carlson Sr. become the 95th and 96th person 
recognized since the honor roll was begun in 1965. 
 
As earlier announced, Williams, who passed away at 
age 80 in 2002, built a tiny telephone company in 
Louisiana into today’s CenturyLink operating in 37 states 
and around the world as a leader in cloud infrastructure 
and hosted IT solutions for enterprise customers. Accepting 
the award in his behalf were daughters Annette Williams 

Carroll and Carolyn Williams Perry and son-in-law Harvey 
Perry. The latter served as general counsel of Century Tel 
until he retired. 
 
From the acquisition of 10 small, rural companies, Roy 
Carlson’s entrepreneurial mind-set led him to later form 
Telephone and Data Systems, Inc. in 1969 which today is 
a Fortune 500 company providing wireless, cable, wireline 
broadband, TV and voice to some six million customers 
nationwide. Carlson served as CEO until 1986 and remains 
chairman emeritus at age 98. “Ted” Carlson, current CEO of 
TDS, accepted the award in behalf of his father.  
 
Pictured below: ITPA Vice President and Hall of Fame 
Committee member James McCartney chats with Annette 
Williams Carroll (left). Hall of Fame Committee members 
Morrie Sachenmaier and Ray Smith with Harvey and 
Carolyn Williams Perry, Annette Williams Perry, Ted 
and Mrs. Carlson (right). Inductees were presented 
with handsome books containing the photographs and 
thumbnail sketches of all Hall of Fame members.

   •  Janet for the past 24 months of partnering with and 
supporting me in this endeavor, from Charleston 2012 to 
Grand Rapids 2014.  

   •  The executive board, RVPs, committee chairs, and committee 
members for your dedication, support, and encouragement 
throughout the year to our organization. Without your 
leadership, the membership wouldn’t be where it is today.  

   •  Last but not least the chapters, clubs and members for 
without you there would not be an ITPA.

   I extend a Special Thank You to Alissa and Chris and their 
family. Janet and I have adopted the Moss crew as our own. 
You have been a godsend to me as President and even while 
learning your own way in the organization, you have provided 
guidance and support to the organization, its leadership team 
and the membership. We are so fortunate to have someone like 
Alissa representing ITPA like no one else can in her hometown 
of Hinesville. Her level of customer service to her internal and 
external customers is second to none.    
   Becky, we look forward to the element of surprise in your 

Assembly 2015. We can “bearly” wait! While the task ahead may 
look daunting to you now, trust that it does come together and 
will be fun! A lot of work—yes but great rewards are in the making 
for you as you will begin your year in just a few short months. I’m 
here to help you—call me.  
   Mr. “President” Jim, what a great assembly you coordinated 
in Michigan. It was so much fun to sit back and enjoy the fruits 
of your labor in putting it together, without the distractions of 
making sure meals were on time, breaks were in place, badges 
were created, and the list goes on. We had a wonderful time! In 
closing, you truly are a model of someone Staying on Track with 
Pioneering so I’ve no doubt you will ensure that we Put Energy 
into Pioneering.  With your determination, I know your reward for 
having served will be as satisfying as my time to serve has been.  
If I can help you in any way, I am just a phone call away. 

 May God bless you all.

    —Ronnie Cashwell
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Club Corner

The Carl Hill Galloway Pioneer Club launched 
a Reading Buddy Program to Lovell Elementary 

School this year. The club recruited over 30 volunteers 
to serve as mentors and reading buddies for 3rd and 4th 

grade students. Lovell 
Elementary is within a 
few miles of Centurylink's 
Central Florida's Main 
Office and is considered a 
high risk school with over 
90% of the children living 
in poverty. Volunteers 
work directly with the 

students to help improve their vocabulary and reading 
comprehension. In the past few years, this school failed 
the state testing. We are hopeful that our involvement will 
have a positive impact on the test results and the children's 
overall learning. The state scores have not been released, 
but to celebrate year-end accomplishments and to 
recognize the students' improved commitment to learning, 
the club organized a year-end pizza party for the students 
and volunteers. There were 280 students and volunteers 
in attendance. A volunteer appreciation breakfast has been 
scheduled to thank all of our wonderful volunteers and to 
share ideas about next year's volunteer program.

NEAREA Telecom. Pioneer Club recently held its 44th 
Annual Banquet at the Inne of the Abingtons, Dalton, 
PA. Thirty members and guests attended the 1:00 p.m. 
banquet.   

Certificate of Appreciation and donation to "favority charity" 
were given to our Past President, Gary Pratt, who served as 
our president from January 2012 through December 2013. 
Special recognition was made to eight Life Members and 
subsequently thirteen Retired Members who were present.   
 
Our Club makes a "college assistance" award to a "sibling" 
of our members who will be starting the 2nd year of 
College in the fall. Money for this award comes from 
our Memorial Fund each year. We also make monetary 
donations to area "soup kitchens," and Victim's Resource 
Centers yearly. Members/friends of NEAREA hand crochet 
lap robes and shawls that are donated to area nursing 
homes and/or friends in need.

Comporium Pioneer Club
The Comporium Pioneers hosted 75 fellow Pioneers, 
Comporium Employees, family and friends at their 1st 
Annual Comporium Pioneers Memorial Day Picnic at 
Bethelwoods Camp and Conference Center in York SC 
on Memorial Day. In 2009, the Comporium Pioneers 
built a Veterans Memorial in the Pioneer Picnic area of 
the camp. Monday at 11:50 am, a short ceremony was 
performed by Buddy Reid of the American Legion Honor 
Guard and his daughter Allyson as a remembrance of the 

POWs and MIAs that have never 
returned home from all wars since 
WWI. Leon Yard then read the 
names of all those who have been 
remembered or honored with a brick 
paver at the Memorial as the wind 
gently blew the American Flag which 
was flying at half staff. After the 
ceremony, hot dogs, chips, cookies 
and homemade ice cream were 
served to all who attended. See 
photos on following page.
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Centurylink Pioneers: 2014 Relay For Life of Liberty 
County 
May 16, 2014, at Long-Bell Stadium Field & Track, 
Hinesville, Georgia, our CenturyLink Pioneer team 
contributed $1,505.00 to the overall event total of 
$103,347.83. Forty-seven teams totaling 436 walkers 
participated. CenturyLink was a corporate sponsor, as well.   

Our team members were Chris and Andrew Standard, 
Henry Barrett, Cheryl Herring, Darlene Goff and Gary Goff, 
Michelle Adams, Charlotte and Dick Goff, Robert and Wendy 
Clark, twins Robert and Rebecca Clark, Lori and Victoria 
Hannes, Stephanie Cashwell, LaShanda Murphy and Joan 
Edge.  

Representing CenturyLink in the Survivor Lap were Michelle 
Adams, retirees Dick Goff and Leonora Mizelle (and her 
sister, Nancy).

Our giveaways at the event were Centurylink fans, small 
footballs, and frisbees, given out by Stephanie Cashwell, 
Rebecca Clark, and Darlene Goff.

“Great job” to Johnny Wells, Mike Mixon, Mike Brewer, Terry 
Roberts, & Keith Martin for their assistance with our site 
setup/cleanup.   

Many thanks to all who helped make this event so 
successful. It was truly a team & co-worker effort to 
raise money from the lunches and luminaries along with 
many volunteer hours. We made a good showing, once 
again, in the 
community 
and had fun 
at the same 
time. We 
plan to have 
more Pioneer 
lunches in the 
near future 
to begin our 
fund-raising 
for 2015.  

Sincerest thanks from Co-Captains Darlene Goff and Joan 
Edge.

Club Corner

Iverson A. Lumpkin Pioneer Club Scholarship Award Ceremony
On Thursday, June 12th a small crowd gathered in the Break Area of the Consolidated Communications Corporate 
Building for a Scholarship Awards Ceremony.  Twelve lucky students, their parents and/or their Pioneer Club Sponsors 
were treated to a cookies and lemonade reception.  At this reception each student was presented with a Certificate and 
a commitment of a $650 Check to help with some of their college expenses, thus making a total award of $7,800. Cheryl 
Smith Rardin, Scholarship Chair, read short bios for each student and snippets from their letters of recommendation.  

These twelve student are truly amazing and inspiring in what they have accomplished in their relatively short lives. We 
look forward to seeing what they do with the rest of their lives.

Pictured below: (Back Row) Megan Rardin, Emma Diltz, Luke Miller and Tyler Romack. (Front Row) Amanda Kriesel, 
Megan Moran, Rebecca Polston, Brooke Beliz, Cheyenne Neal, Dylan Wolf and Nick Polston (Missing from the photo is 
Brittany Fonner.)
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New Officers & Award Winners
2014-2015 ITPA Officers

Executive Committee
James McCartney, President
Becky Hollis, 1st Vice President
Leon Yard, 2nd Vice President
Jo Myers, Secretary/Treasurer
Ronnie Cashwell, Immediate Past President

Regional Vice Presidents
Region 1 - Bill Barber
Region 2 - Marilyn Fretz
Region 3 - James White
Region 4 - Nancy Schnitzer
Region 5 - Morrie Sachsenmaier

Directors at Large
Cindy Downing
Guy Johnston
Jim Jolly
Nancy Hyatt
Lee Jacobs
Hannah Lancaster
Larry Sanson

Committee Chairs
Assembly - Becky Hollis
Awards - Ann Beck
Bryant Consortium - Ann Beck
By-laws - Guy Johnston
Charitable - Harold Hayes
Historical - Morrie Sachsenmaier
Membership - Leland “Lee” Jacobs
Nominating - Ronnie Cashwell
Leadership - Nancy Schnitzer
Investing - James White
Public Relations - Cindy Downing

AWARDS 

Community Enhancement

Class A
1st Place - Northwest Ohio Telephone Pioneer Club

Class C
1st Place - Comporium Pioneer Club
2nd Place - Carl Hill Galloway Pioneer Club

Life Enrichment

Class A
1st Place - Northwest Ohio Telephone Pioneer Club

Class B
1st Place - Tar Heel Chapter

2nd Place - Alpha Rayne Pioneer Club

Class C
1st Place - Comporium Pioneer Club
2nd Place - Carl Hill Galloway Pioneer Club

National ITPA Project

Class A
1st Place - Northwest Ohio Telephone Pioneer Club

Class C
1st Place - Comporium Pioneer Club
2nd Place - Carl Hill Galloway Pioneer Club

Human Services

Class A
1st Place - Northwest Ohio Telephone Pioneer Club
2nd Place - Tar Heel Chapter

Class B
1st Place - Florida's Big Bend Pioneer Club
2nd Place - Alpha Rayne Pioneer Club

Class C
1st Place - Comporium Pioneer Club
2nd Place - Norwesco Pioneer Club/Carl Hill Galloway Pioneer 
Club

Spirit of Service

Class C
1st Place - Comporium Pioneer Club 
2nd Place - Carl Hill Galloway Pioneer Club

Membership Awards

Class C
1st Place - Comporium Pioneer Club
2nd Place - Carl Hill Galloway Pioneer Club
3rd Place - New England Chapter

Class B
1st Place - Wade Creekmore Pioneer Club

Founders Award

Comporium Pioneer Club

John Knox Johnston Award

Lorrie Andrews - Carl Hill Galloway Pioneer Club

Please contact the committee chair should you be 
interested in serving on a committee.
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Antique Telephone & Glass Insulators Show

The Annual Antique Telephone and Glass Insulator Show 
was held January 18 in Maitland, Florida (just north 

of Orlando) with one of the largest held locally for many 
years. Vendors, collectors, etc., displayed large collections 
of instruments, switching components, literature, etc. In 
addition to selling or trading, many provided onsite repair, 
replacement and advice.

The show has been hosted in Maitland every January for 
many years and many of the collectors come from various 
parts of the country. The success is due, in large part, 
to the efforts of Paul Mikula, local Bell South Switching 
retiree/TPA Pioneer and longtime supporter of our 
Telephone Museum.

During and following the show, the attendees were 
encouraged to visit the Telephone Museum two blocks 
north to view the memorabilia, antique telephones, working 

switching equipment, etc. The Museum was constructed 
in 1982, and sponsored by the Carl Hill Galloway Pioneer 
Club with partial funding by ITPA (opened debt free to the 
public) to show the history of the Winter Park Telephone 
Co. from its beginning the year of its inception by Carl Hill 
Galloway in 1910. The facility is now under the auspices of 
the Maitland Art & History Association.

Scenes from Annual Assembly
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Membership Update
Greetings fellow pioneers! For those who attended the 
Assembly in Grand Rapids, I know you enjoyed the event!    
Thanks to President Jim and his expert and efficient assistance 
for a job well done!!

I would like to take the opportunity to update each of you on 
our membership recruiting in 2013.
   
For the period 1/1/13 through 12/31/13, we are pleased to 
show you the results experienced by 15 clubs and chapters. 
They recruited 87 Regular members and 65 Family members 
for a total gain of 152 new members during 2013!
   
Winners for the year were: Class “B” went to Wade Creekmore 
Club for the addition of 6 regular and 9 family for a total of 15; 
Class “C” winners were, in second place, the Galloway Club 
with 10 regular and 5 family members recruited; taking first 
place in the “C”
Club category was the Comporium Club with the addition of 43 
regular members and 35 family members for a total of 78 New 
Members. Congratulations, Comporium Pioneers and all who 
had successful recruiting!
   
As a result of the Incentive Program for the period of 7/1/13-
3/31/14, we did not have any “winners.” Nevertheless, we 

are quite pleased with the combined results. Actively Involved 
were 38 pioneer recruiters representing 16 clubs and chapters 
and they signed up 58 Regular and 54 Family Members for a 
total of 112 new pioneers.
   
Thanks to one and all for your interest, perseverance and 
contribution to the growth of our f-a-n-t-a-s-t-i-c- group of 
telecommunications representatives. Let's give it another try 
in 2014-15 and remember this is our 94th year and there is 
nothing but sunshine and cloudless skies for the future of 
ITPA. All we need is your support and assistance to bring new 
(or reinstated) members into the fold so they can share in the 
fun and fellowship of the Independent Telecommunications 
Pioneer Association.  

Questions or ideas? Let me or Office Admistrator, Alissa, hear 
from you.  We’re here to help you!

 —Lee Jacobs
 Membership Chairman             


