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independent telecommunications pioneer association

25th Annual Assembly: A Beariffic Time Had By All!

ITPA celebrated their 25th Annual 
Assembly at the Park Vista Doubletree 
Hilton in Gatlinburg, TN the weekend 
of April 24th thru the 27th. We started 
the weekend with a Meet and Greet 
for 57 attendees where 2 people were 
first time attendees. Our incoming 
president, Becky Hollis, welcomed us 
all to Bear Country during our buffet 
dinner. 

During Saturday morning’s business 
meeting, Becky’s charity was 
announced. North American Bear 
Center located in Ely, MN is this 
year’s charity and Ted E. Bear is the 
mascot. Ted E. Bear stayed with Becky 
throughout most of the day but he 
was kidnapped and has not been 
seen. Door prizes were started by 
choosing a white bear from the Bear 
Board. 

Donations were presented to the Start 
Riding Wounded Warrior Program and 
to the Alzheimer Association. Cloggers 
from a local dance studio came and
entertained the group before lunch. 
The afternoon was spent riding the 
trolley and visiting the 
Ripley’s Aquarium of the 
Smokies and some even 
went to Cades Cove to look 
for bears. 

Sunday Service was led by 
Harold Hayes with songs 
sung by Janet Cashwell. 
After the Hall of Fame 
luncheon, awards were 
presented to Chapters 
and Clubs for 2014 
accomplishments. 

After a busy day, the Sunday 
Banquet was held, with the 
installation of Officers and a night 
of entertainment. Sunday was 
also our new president’s birthday, 
so you know we had to celebrate 
her special day with her. It was 
a weekend of fun, laughter and 
seeing our Pioneer friends.



The Pioneer Magazine
The official publication of the
Independent Telecommunications  
Pioneer Association

ITPA Officers
  
Becky Hollis, President
8446 Augustwood Lane
Tallahassee, FL 32311
Phone: (850) 656-9047
Labs4ne1@embarqmail.com

Leon Yard, Vice President
2072 Dunlap Roddey Rd.
Rock Hill, SC 29730
Phone: (803) 448-8116
Leon.Yard@Comporium.com

James White, 2nd Vice President
PMB 176, 12620-3 Beach Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32246
Phone: (904) 874-9991
Jlw650i@gmail.com

Jo Myers, Secretary/Treasurer
438 W. Oglethorpe Hwy
Hinesville, GA 31313
Phone: (877) 320-ITPA 
jdmye@yahoo.com

James E. McCartney, Immediate Past 
President
1414 Safire Ct.
East Lansing, MI 48823
Phone: (517) 574-5262
jemllc.cpa@gmail.com

ITPA Staff Office 
Alissa Moss, Office Manager
438 West Oglethorpe Hwy 
Hinesville, GA 31313
Phone: (912) 408-4872 
Toll free: (877) 320-4872
Fax: (912) 408-4874
itpa@telecom-pioneers.net 

Please send stories about your club or 
chapter to ITPA at the contact 
information above. 

The Pioneer Magazine is developed by 
the ITPA Public Relations Committee 
and is published three times a year by 
the Independent Telecommunications 
Pioneer Association.

Postmaster: Address corrections
requested. Mail to: 

ITPA
438 West Oglethorpe Hwy. 
Hinesville, GA 31313
www.nationalitpa.com  

Greetings from sunny Florida!

The 25th annual ITPA assembly 
held in Gatlinburg, TN was a big hit. 
Everyone seemed to have a good 
time, and the scenery could not have 
been better. I want to thank everyone 
who attended the assembly and hope 
to see you at next year’s assembly, 
which is tentatively planned to be held 
in Memphis, TN. More information 
will be available in upcoming issues 
of the Pioneer Magazine and Pioneer 
Connection.  

The charity I chose for my year of 
Presidency is the North American Bear 
Center (NABC) located in Ely, MN. The 
mission of the NABC is to advance the 
long-term survival of bears worldwide 
by replacing misconceptions with 
scientific facts about bears, their role 
in ecosystems and their relations with 
humans. Unfortunately, some sticky 
fingered person ran off with my 
mascot, Ted E. Bear. I was able to 
keep him with me until sometime 
Sunday morning. I hope he is enjoying 
his adventures where ever he is 
roaming.

As you all know, times are hard 
now and there are a lot of people 
in need. Our clubs need to continue 
their projects and do everything 
possible to meet needs. We also need 
to encourage members to become 
involved at the chapter and national 
level. If you know anyone who would 
like to become involved at the national 
level, please let us know.

I’m looking forward to visiting with you 
this next year. Please do not hesitate 
to contact me for any issues the 
National office can assist you with.

Put a bear hug into Pioneering.

  —Becky Hollis
  ITPA National President

2  

President's Corner

Please remember when your Club/Chapter 
officers change to send that information along 
with physical addresses or email addresses to the 
National Office and your Region Vice President 
to ensure that our records are up to date and we 
know whom to contact.
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Award Winners

Pioneers touch many lives by participating in projects and 
events that help and enhance their communities. Don’t 

forget to submit your community service projects for an 
award. Award forms are available online all year at www.
nationalitpa.com

2015 ITPA Award Winners

   Pioneer Choice Rank  
Class  A Northwest Ohio  1   
 B Alpha Rayne  Honorable Mention 
 C Comporium  1  
     
  Spirit of Service   
Class  A & B None  
 C Carl Hill Galloway 1  
  Comporium  2  
     
  National Project   
Class A & B None  
 C Carl Hill Galloway 1  
  Comporium  2  
  Norwesco  3  
     

  Life Enrichment   
Class A Northwest Ohio  1  
  Tar Heel Chapter 2  
 B None   
 C Carl Hill Galloway 1  
  Comporium  2  
     
  Community Enhancement  
Class A Northwest Ohio  1  
 B None   
 C Comporium  1  
  Carl Hill Galloway 2  
  Wettstein  3  
     
  Human Services   
Class A Northwest Ohio  1  
  Tar Heel Chapter 2  
 B FL Big Bend  1  
  Alpha Rayne  Honorable Mention 
 C Comporium  1  
  Carl Hill Galloway 2  
  Norwesco  3  
  Carotel   Honorable Mention 
  
 Founder's Award Carl Hill Galloway

Founder’s Award—Carl Hill Galloway 
Pioneer Club
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Thank You, Assembly Sponsors

	 n	Platinum

 Geico
 Glenn and Trudie Bryant Foundation
 James and Cynthia White

	 n	Diamond

 Chesnee Communications - Hannah & Curt 
       Lancaster
 Raymond James & Associates - Tom Hussey

	 n	Gold

 Palmetto Chapter ITPA
 Comporium
 Comporium Pioneer Club

 Nancy & Bill Schnitzer - In honor of their sons
    Carl Hill Galloway Pioneer Club
 Peninsula Fiber Network - David McCartney
 James McCartney CPA
 Ronnie and Janet Cashwell

	 n	Silver

 Down East Pioneer Club
 Florida State Chapter ITPA
 Ottowettstein Jr. Pioneer Club
 Granite State Communications Pioneer Club

	 n	Bronze

 North Star Chapter
 Buckeye State Chapter

We begin a new year with unlimited possibilities, but, 
for now, let's review the results for the year just 

ended as reported at the Annual Assembly in Gatlinburg, 
TN.

For the year of 2014, there were 19 clubs/chapters that 
recruited 117 new active members, and 74 Family members 
for a total addition of 191! For this, we are grateful to the 
following clubs and chapters:

Class A: Rolling Hills, Mid-South, National Capitol,  
CenturyLink GA., Earl Dean, Tar Heel Chapter, Pisgah and 
Wyo-Braska.

Class B: Wade Creekmore (1st place), Badger State (2nd 
place), Alpha-Rayne, New England Chapter and Sooner 
Chapter.

Class C: Carl Hill Galloway (1st place), Comporium (2nd 
place), Empire State (Honorable Mention), Iverson 
Lumpkin, Frank Woods  and National Office.

Membership Incentive Recruiting: Another active 
project conducted was the Incentive Program for the 
grading period of October 1, 2014 through March 1, 2015.  
We can report that 6 clubs/chapters, represented by 19 

recruiters/sponsors recruited 69 new Active and Family 
Members. Incentive levels ranged from 1-5 to 20+ new 
members. This year we were pleased to present a $10 
check to Sanja Hartfield of the Galloway Club in Florida for 
signing up 5 new members. The remaining recruiters 
will each receive Certificates of Appreciation.

Note of Appreciation: I want to take this opportunity 
to thank all those who support the efforts to grow our 
organization. We are competing against many charitable 
organizations for your support and can't thank you enough 
for your efforts. I must also express my appreciation and 
thanks to our Administrator, Alissa, for her leadership, 
support and efficiency. We are appreciative of all she does 
for ITPA and her community.

2015 Recruitment Program: Let's go for the gold in 
2015! Our new membership competition officially began 
on May 1st and will run through December 31, 2015. Get 
your Membership Applications out and get busy recruiting 
your friends, fellow workers, acquaintances—the more, the 
merrier. Take pride in your organization and be the first to 
sign up a new member. Then don't stop with just one! Set 
up local competition and get everyone excited about the 
new year!
   —Lee Jacobs, Membership Chair

Membership Report
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Telephone Hall of Fame

ITPA Inducts Glen Bryant into 
the Hall of Fame at Gatlinburg, 

Tennessee 
 
Glen Bryant was inducted into the 
Telephone Hall of Fame recently by the 
Independent Telecommunications Pioneer 
Association at Ceremonies on April 26th 

at the Park Vista Hotel in Gatlinburg, Tennessee during the ITPA’s 
annual 25th assembly. The induction was the 97th since the 
honor James White Region 3 VP presented the award to Catherine 
Bowen the deceased Glen Bryant’s granddaughter. Her husband, 
Fraser, and sons Stiles and Mason attended. Also in attendance 
was granddaughter Dana Lewis husband Griffin and son Graham.
 Bryant's outstanding entrepreneurial career began when 
he purchased the tiny Hinesville (GA) Telephone Company in 
1946, serving 70 businesses, 157 residents and 24 paystations 
over 50 miles of open aerial wire through two common battery 
switchboards. He was one of some 10,000 non-Bell telcos 
then serving in mostly rural America. Unwilling to stand still, 
Bryant steadily upgraded his operation. By 1950, with eight 
toll boards, the company was classified as a toll center. A year 
later he purchased nearby Coastal Tel in Richmond, GA with its 
50 subscribers, consolidating the two firms in 1953 as Coastal 
Utilities. He was among the first to computerize with IBM 
mainframes. Coastal Utilities earned national media attention in 
1977 entering the digital century of telephony, becoming the first 
to offer calls through a computer-controlled digital class 5 office. 
President & Chairman Bryant cut over the Stromberg-Carlson 

CENTURY switch serving 582 customers saying, "We are proud to 
be the starting point for this step into the future."  
 Firmly established as a model telco, the REA borrower 
established another first by providing voice and data service to 
Saint Catherine's Island via a power line carrier system. Soon, CUI 
had fiber optic lines and began wide-area paging partnering with 
Southern Bell. Cellular came in 1988 and, by 1990, the company 
was not only totally digital, but also implemented EAS between its 
five exchanges and shortly afterwards had E911. Did we mention 
Bryant started the first cable system in his area? He served as 
president of the Georgia Telephone Association in 1962-63, while 
also a member of the U.S. Independent Telephone Association 
and partner of Southern Telephone Supply. Even as Bryant turned 
over the presidency of Coastal Utilities to son Danny in 1982, 
he remained heavily involved in the company until the time of 
his death at age 83 in 1999. Meanwhile, CUI was purchased by 
Madison Communications in 2000 and has since become part of 
CenturyLink, the third largest telecommunications corporation in 
the U.S. 
 Mr. Bryant's other contributions spanned an impressive list 
of some 15 various civic, political and philanthropic activities, 
including GA 
state senator, 
mayor of 
Hinesville, 
chairman of The 
Coastal Bank, 
Liberty County 
commissions 
and boards, 
the Georgia 
State Industrial 
Council. He 
received the 
Silver Beaver 
Award for 
distinguished 
service to the 
Boy Scouts of America and has the playing surface of the football 
field of Georgia Southern University named for him. 
 While Bryant's distinguished telephone career and public 
service regionally was recognized in 1984 with his induction into 
the ITPA's Peach State Chapter Hall of Fame, it is now fitting that 
his contributions merit this national recognition.

Hall of Fame

2015-2016 ITPA Officers

Executive Committee
Becky Hollis, President
Leon Yard, 1st Vice President
James White, 2nd Vice President
Jo Myers, Secretary/Treasurer
James McCartney, Immediate Past President

Regional Vice Presidents
Region 1- Bill Barber
Region 2- Marilyn Fretz
Region 3- Hannah Lancaster
Region 4- Nancy Schnintzer
Region 5- Morrie Sachsenmaier

Directors At Large
Cindy Downing
Jim Jolly
Lee Jacobs
Nancy Hyatt
Larry Sanson
Guy Johnston
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Club Corner

The Iverson A. Lumpkin Pioneer Club held their 
Spring Event on Friday, April 17 with a Bowl for Kids' 

Sake event.  This year's theme was "Super Heroes." We 
had 6 teams with a total of 22 people who managed to 
raise just over $1,400 for Mid-Illinois Big Brothers Big 
Sisters. The teams bowled 1 game each and gathered 
pledges from friends and family. Angelo Rosa won the 
prize for having collected the most pledges for the event, 
a Green Bowling pin! The teams had a great time bowling, 
eating pizza and spending time with friends! All while 
helping out a very worthwhile cause. Pictured below is the 
front and back of the bowling pin "Award" which Angelo 
won, as well as a picture of the Pioneer Club Bowling team 
Theresa Nelson Swango (Secretary/Treasurer), Laura Diltz 
(President), and Linda Levingston, (Board Member).

Thank you to the 
many employees 
who pitched in and 
helped the Iverson 
A. Lumpkin Pioneer 
Club pick up trash 
along their stretch of 
adopted highway on 

May 6. In addition to picking up trash, the participants had 
the opportunity to pick up hidden plastic eggs and prizes. 
Several eggs were hidden along the stretch to reward 
those who turned out for the event. Congratulations to: 
Steve Cottet; the big winner of the evening with a $75 
gift card; Allie Diltz, daughter of Laura Diltz, found the 
egg with a $20 gift card; Tom McMinn found the $15 gift 
card and returned it to the club for future use; Michelle 

Wolf and Cathy Barton were both rewarded with reusable 
plastic water bottles; Allie Diltz won and returned a bag of 
CCI branded items to the club. This has to be one of the 
largest crews we've had for trash pick up in a long time 
and we were done in just 45 minutes. Photo, from left: 
Gina Fonner, Allie Diltz, Michelle Wolf, Gerry Myers, Laura 
Diltz, Leon Flood, Mary Beth O'Hara, Tom McMinn, Laura 
Connerly, Angelo Rosa and Joanna Hoene. Missing from the 
photo were: Theresa Nelson Swango, Steve Cottet, Mary 
Beth White, and Cathy and Bo Barton.

Brandon Peebles Wins Josey Key Galloway Memorial 
Scholarship 
Congratulations to Brandon Peebles who was selected as 
the recipient of the 2015 Josey Key Galloway Memorial 
Scholarship. Brandon is a junior at the University Of Florida 

where he is studying Engineering. In addition to 
academic success, Brandon is also active in the 
community where he has worked to renovate 
local elementary schools, volunteered with sports 
programs, served as a member of the UF Student 
Senate and participated in various other campus 
volunteer roles. The Josey Key Galloway Memorial 
Scholarship is awarded to the child or grandchild 
of a Carl Hill Galloway Pioneer Club Member. 
Brandon is the son of Scott Peebles who is a fiber 

splicer with CenturyLink in the Winter Park District. The 
scholarship committee would like to thank all the applicants 
for applying. It is always encouraging to read and learn 
how active our students are in their communities. We 
sincerely wish all 
the best to this 
year's applicants. 
As a reminder, 
previous applicants 
are eligible to apply 
again next year as 
long as they are still 
enrolled in college 
full time.
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The Comporium Pioneers volunteered with the Anne 
Springs Close Greenway three Fridays in May at their 
Exceptional Equestrians program for mentally challenged 
and handicapped children. Pioneers were the safeguard 
attending each side of the horse and providing stability for 
the child while the horses were put through their paces. 
Some of the children were experienced and others were 
enjoying their first time on a horse and the joy on their 
faces was priceless. The horses in this program are very 
gentle and have been part of this program for years. This 
was a very rewarding project and plans are to volunteer 
again at a similar program in the Fall.

Gil Bockus Retires from New England Chapter ITPA 
Board
Gil Bockus has been an integral part of the Independent 
Telecommunications 
Pioneer Association 
(ITPA) family for many 
years. In 2006 he served 
as the National ITPA 
President and has held 
a steady position on the 
Board of Directors of the 
New England Chapter—
traveling all over the 
country representing 
New England. In 2013, 
ITPA honored Gil with 
the lifetime Director 
Emeritus award for his 
service and commitment to the organization. Gil recently 
retired from the Board of Directors of the New England 
Chapter after several decades of service. To honor his 
service to both his community and the organization, he 
was presented with a commemorative clock at the annual 
Granite State Communications holiday luncheon on 
December 24. Gil worked for Granite State Communications 
for 36 years. His dedication to the independent 
telecommunications industry at large has benefited both 
ITPA and TANE greatly. He certainly will be missed.

The Nearea Pioneer Club held its 45th Annual Banquet 
on Saturday, April 18th at The Inne at Abingtons in Dalton, 
PA. Twenty-five members attended, including National 
President James McCartney and Region 1 Vice President Bill 
Barber. Guests enjoyed a buffet dinner, door prizes, 50-50 
raffle, Chinese auction, and the Blind auction, which were 
enjoyed by all.

Club Corner
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Charitable Foundation

Dear Pioneer Friends,

What a wonderful Assembly we enjoyed in Gatlinburg, TN. We all had a great time. Food was great and plentiful but the 
fellowship with Pioneer friends from all over the country was especially sweet and such a blessing. The moment came 
when we presented checks to a Wounded Warriors project and then another to Alzheimer’s Research. What a special time 
knowing that the Charitable Foundation has once again been able to assist in countless lives because of your continued 
generous support. God bless each and every one of you for supporting the Charitable Foundation. I encourage you to 
continue this much needed support.

—Harold Hayes, President
Charitable Foundation


