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independent telecommunications pioneer association

Daniel Barnhardt — National ITPA 2nd VP Receives Award

Come See Me is an Annual Spring 
Festival in Rock Hill, SC. Each year, the 

community is asked to submit people for 
the Come See Me Community Service Merit 
Award. There are only five chosen each 
year.  

GO GETTER!!! Those are the words that 
describe Daniel Barnhardt to a T!!! Daniel is 
a husband and father of two, member and 
Past President of the Comporium Pioneer 

Club, Director at Large for the Palmetto Chapter of ITPA and 2nd 
Vice President of the National (ITPA) Independent 
Telecommunications Pioneer Association and he is a FORCE! 
Daniel is never satisfied to just do...he is always thinking and 
working on ways to make any project bigger and better.   

When in need of someone to step up, Daniel is there.  When 
driving the Comporium Pioneer truck in parades, he is not 
content to just drive, he makes sure the truck is decorated and 
there is music blasting or spending hours cleaning and painting 
glass insulators for a project to raise money for our soldiers, 
Daniel is always ready!   

As President of the Comporium Pioneer Club, Daniel wanted to 
do something special for our homeless population. A plan to feed 
the clients at Renew Our Community a steak dinner with white 
glove service was an idea born of a simple conversation at a 
Pioneer Cookout for the ROC.  Daniel's leadership, loving spirit 
and let’s make it even better ideas, made this a project no one 
will forget. Over seventy-five people were treated to a sit down, 
cooked to order steak dinner with all the trimmings, in a room 
set with white table cloths, beautiful centerpieces, violin music, 
custom corsages and a fun photo booth. Those who attended 
said it was one of the greatest evenings of their lives and 
something they will never forget. That is how Daniel does 
things….bigger, better and unforgettable.   

Daniel was also a Lead for a Habitat for Humanity project to 
revitalize homes for low income senior citizens. Not just satisfied 
to do the jobs on the assignment sheet, Daniel made a personal 

effort to get to know the 
lady on whose home he was 
working and maintains a 
close relationship with her, 
speaking to her at least once 
a week to see if there is 
anything, he can do for her. 
And speaking of Habitat for 
Humanity, Daniel has 

participated in home building 
and revitalization projects for 
the last 5 years. 

Daniel spent hours cleaning and 
painting glass telephone 
insulators to use as a project to 
paint them to look like 
snowmen, with all proceeds 
benefiting our 178th SC 
National Guard. He keeps a box 
of toy soldiers in his office and 
takes them to many events and asks 
people to take a soldier from the 
box and to keep it as a reminder to 
pray for our soldiers. He is always 
the first to sign up for the workday 
at the Comporium Pioneer Veteran’s 
Memorial located at Bethelwoods, to 
make sure it always looks its very 
best. Daniel is passionate about 
helping others and those closest to 
his heart are soldiers, seniors and 
the homeless.  

Daniel works hard every year to 
obtain sponsorships and prizes to 
help make the Comporium Pioneer 
Club’s annual Fundraising event, The 
Fire House Run a huge success. He is 
never timid to ask for things that 
benefit the club that will in turn, 
benefit our community. No project is 
too big or too small for Daniel, he is 
always ready, always helpful and 
always looking for a better way to 
improve the lives of those around him. That is why Daniel was 
chosen as a 2020 Come See Me Community Service Merit Award 
winner.



Hello 
Pioneers! I 

hope everyone 
is well and safe 
admist all the 
chaos we are 
enduring. Since 
the middle of 
March, our 
daily lives 

have changed drastically. We are 
quarantined to our home with no 
outside social contact with family and 
friends. People are wearing masks, 
gloves, and only waving to you when 
you see them if you go to the grocery 
store. Since I cannot go visiting, 
my social contact has been on the 
telephone. I do a lot of visiting and 
talking each day. I hope this pandemic 
will soon pass and our lives will be back 
to some normalcy.
 
In writing, I just realized that year 
2020 is half gone. We have endured 
a lot in these previous months—
tornados, floods, lots of rain and the 
coronavirus. It is with a lot of sadness 
we think what we could be doing 
today, planning a trip to Maine for our 
assembly. The coronavirus pandemic 

changed this, but we can count on 
Gregg having a 2021 assembly like no 
other.
 
On a more pleasant note, I understand 
Hoot-dini has been traveling and 
having a great time. One report said he 
really enjoyed the fun and food in Ohio. 
In North Carolina, he loved the ocean 
and enjoyed the seafood. He is having 
such a good time, I will never keep him 
home. He will want to go every time 
the car is started.        
                                                                  
SAVE THE DATE
November 6th and 7th — the 
dates for ITPA 100th anniversary 
celebration in Hinesville, Georgia. 
The committee is working hard 
to make this a celebration to 
remember. Make plans to attend 
as more information will be 
coming.
 
This social distancing will soon come 
to pass and we will get to be Southern 
again with our hugs and handshakes.  
 
Take care and stay safe!
—Hannah Lancaster, President

The Pioneer Magazine
The official publication of the
Independent Telecommunications  
Pioneer Association

ITPA Officers
  
Hannah Lancaster, President
P.O. Box 301
Chesnee, SC 29323
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2210 New Gray Rock Rd.
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Jo Myers, Secretary/Treasurer
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ITPA Staff Office 
Alissa Moss, Executive Director
438 West Oglethorpe Hwy 
Hinesville, GA 31313
Phone: (912) 408-4872 
Toll free: (877) 320-4872 
Fax: (912) 408-4874
itpa@telecom-pioneers.net 

Please send stories about your club or 
chapter to ITPA at the contact 
information above. 

The Pioneer Magazine is developed by 
the ITPA Public Relations Committee 
and is published three times a year by 
the Independent Telecommunications 
Pioneer Association.
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President's Corner

Experience feel-good 
shopping

Support ITPA every time 
you shop on Amazon 
by linking your Amazon 
account with the ITPA 
Amazon Smile account. 
You shop, ITPA gets a 
donation!!! It’s just that 
easy. 

Amazon has created a shopping experience through Amazon Smile that 
allows them to be able to give back to many amazing chairtites like the 
ITPA. Amazon Smile is a simple, NO COST TO YOU, way of supporting 
the ITPA. When you shop at smile.amazon.com you will find the exact 
same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as 
if you were shopping amazon.com with the added bonus that Amazon 
will donate a portion of the purchase price to the ITPA. Amazon Prime 
members can also use Amazon Smile.
 
Shop at smile.amazon.com/ch/52-1819313 and Amazon will make a 
donation to the ITPA on your behalf.
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100 Years Celebration
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Interview with John Lasher/Club #1606 – 
NEAREA Pioneer Club
Interviewer – Darlene Roll

The statement, “Grass doesn’t grow under our 
feet,” certainly applies for NEAREA Pioneer Club 

(Pennsylvania) member John Lasher, his wife Carol, and 
their children.  John replied to our ITPA Dues Statement 
Survey, Question #6 – “Have you or members of your 
family been involved in the service of our country or as a 
first responder?” His response indicated that he spent 60 
years as a volunteer fireman and policeman and that other 
family members were also volunteers.

Back in 1962, John started out as a textile mill worker in 
Shavertown, Pennsylvania. He also joined the Fire Company 
there that same year. By 1965, he was the Assistant Fire 
Chief. In 1966, he started working as a lineman for the 
Dallas, Pennsylvania-based Commonwealth Telephone 
Company. He moved to the Montrose, Pennsylvania area 
and while continuing his fulltime work at the telephone 
company, he joined the United Fire Company, which had a 
sub-group called the Fire and Police Association. He served 
as a lieutenant for two years, then became captain. He 
also held the offices of vice-president and president in the 
Pennsylvania Fire and Police Association through the years.  
In recognition of his work, John was awarded “Fireman of 
the Year” and “Citizenship of the Year.” He served part-
time as a police officer in Montrose for 18 years and for 21 
years, he worked part-time in high school security. Even 
today, he is still involved with fire departments and working 
with the police department. He enjoys working with those 
in the younger generations and particularly liked foot 
patrol, where he could talk with youngsters. Being “older,” 
one thing he does not do any longer is go inside burning 
buildings. He does direct traffic and other jobs as needed.  
As John said, “Being older does mean we sometimes don’t 
go quite as quickly.”

Serving is natural in this family. One of the Lasher’s sons-
in-law served as a fire chief. Two granddaughters work 
in the fire and EMS areas. One granddaughter does fire 
investigation in Baltimore, Maryland. John and his wife 
work with their St. Paul Episcopal Church’s “Bountiful 
Blessings” project. They collect canned goods and 
businesses in the area provide hams and bread for Easter 
meals to those less fortunate. John is also involved with the 
Masonic organization, the Susquehanna Ham Radio Club, 
and of course, Pioneers. A project he remembers fondly 
is helping their Pioneer Club distribute robes to nursing 
homes. He is quick to add that NEAREA Club secretary, 
Tanya Christ, keeps the group involved.  

 
 
John retired from Commonwealth Telephone Company in 
2002 after 35 years of service. He worked as a lineman, 
Installation & Repairman, and for the last 10-12 years of 
his career as a cable splicer. He said his favorite job was 
finding and fixing trouble in a cable.

Our thanks to John and his family for all the service they 
have provided in their communities and beyond. A special 
“thank you” to John for completing the survey.

Pioneer Stories
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Interview with Beverly “Bev” Thomas/Club #0617 – 
Former Earl Dean Pioneer Club
Interviewer – Darlene Roll

“Becoming a Family with Connections” might be a way 
to describe the story that Beverly Thomas, wife of Fred 
Thomas, of the former Earl Dean Pioneer Club of Hood 
River, Oregon, now national ITPA members, shared with 
me. Bev replied to our ITPA Dues Statement Survey, 
Question #5 – “Do you or a family member have a story 
concerning Pioneering or the telephone industry that you 
are willing to share with Pioneers?” When I contacted the 
Thomas family, Beverly indicated that they have a story she 
wanted to share since Fred is dealing with health issues.

Some “connections” background for this story - Fred’s dad, 
George “Tommy”, was a general manager, his sister worked 
in Hood River, Oregon, and Fred was an equipment installer 
and engineer for 40 years for United Telephone Company, 
retiring in 2000. Fred started working at the telephone 
company as a teenager and then again after serving in 
the military. Beverly started working at the telephone 
company in 1962. Her career began in the IBM processing 
department and then she took on duties at the federal 
credit union. She quit to become a school librarian for 24 
years and then moved on to the local library. While Bev’s 
daughter, Lori, was in high school, she graduated early 
and worked in drafting until going to college. After college 
graduation, Lori worked and retired from AT&T.

So, as you can see, this is a “connected” family for multiple 
family members and generations.

Now, onto the story that Beverly wanted to share. Bev and 
Fred met through the phone company. Bev was a young 
widow with 2 daughters when she went to work at the 
phone company. Another employee kept encouraging Fred 
and Bev to get to know each other. (Interviewer comment 
- Fred apparently needed some “hints” to get to know Bev.) 
This young female worker named Christy, who worked with 
Bev, commuted from Washington to Oregon with Fred. 
She would ask Fred and Bev what they were each doing 
on Saturday night. No getting together from what they 
told her! But things began to change. The company gave 
out awards at Christmas. Fred took photos at the awards 
ceremony, enlarged the photo of Bev, and had it displayed 
in his workroom where other employees could see it. Bev 
was not aware of this until others told her. She ignored it. 
Finally, Christy, who was trying desperately to get these 
two together, found out that Bev’s TV was broken. So, what 
is a person to do? Ask Fred if he can fix it! Fred finally got 
“the hint” from Christy, fixed the TV, and started inviting 
Bev and her daughters to go for rides with him. He even 

asked her to his home for dinner with his family. Dating 
became a marriage proposal. They have been married for 
many years now – 54 years!

Don’t you sometimes wonder how many couples have met 
through the phone company? Quite a few, I am sure! And 
just think how many years of “connecting” others through 
telephone services this family has! They truly did become a 
“Family with Connections!”

Our thanks to Bev for completing the survey and sharing 
this story with us. We are all richly blessed to be part 
of “the phone company family” where families like this 
provided telecommunications service in their community 
and beyond and became “family” along the way.

Pioneer Stories
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Comporium Pioneer Club

L ike most clubs around the nation, the 
Comporium Pioneers have been on lockdown. 

But sometimes with unusual circumstances, 
comes the opportunity for projects that think 
outside the box. Our President Tiffany Staton 
was given an idea that blossomed to become a 
project to touch every retiree in our company. 
The idea started with reaching out during the 
quarantine to make sure that all of Pioneer 
retirees were ok and if they needed anything, 
Adopt A Pioneer Retiree. Pioneers were 
tasked with choosing a Retiree and 
reaching out to the Retiree in their own 
way. It soon morphed into, let’s just check 
on all the company retirees. So the list 
was expanded to include all Retirees and 
then to go a step further, it was decided 
to also send each a $10 Walmart gift card, 
Comporium pitched in an additional $10 
so that each retiree would get a $20 gift 
card. A special letter was drafted, and gift 
cards were sent to all 311 Comporium 
Retirees. Emails, cards and letters came flooding back with the 
appreciation of being thought of and checked on and for the 
gift. The project continues with individual Pioneers adopting 
retirees and doing special things for them until the end of 
June.  

NEAREA Telecom. Pioneer Club
NEAREA Telecom. Pioneer Club 
members presented fourteen (14) 
hand crocheted lap robes and 
thirteen (13) hand crocheted shawls 
to The Meadows Nursing & Rehab. 
Center at Dallas. Each of these items 
takes 12 to 15 hours to crochet, 
using 16 to 20 ounces of yarn for 
each item. Shown in the photo are: 
left to right in front – Residents 
–Ruth, Sandy, Alice, and Mary. 
Standing: Raine Race, Activity Aide, 
Laura Wingard, Activities Director, 
Katie Cilurk, Activity Aide, Cristina 
Tarbox, Administrator, and Dan Kozar, Director of Nursing at 
The Meadows; and NEAREA members Ray Wandel, and John 
and Dolores Stubeda. NEAREA is affiliated, nationally, with 
the Independent Telecommunications Pioneer Association 
of Hinesville, GA and more closely with the Independent 
Telecommunications Companies of the North East AREA of 
Pennsylvania, mainly Empire/North Penn Telephone Co. of 
Mansfield, NEP Telephone Co. of Forest City, and Frontier 
Communications Solutions (formerly Commonwealth 
Telephone Enterprises, Inc.) of Dallas. 
 
Carotel Club
If you’ve ever attended a Carotel convention, Judy Satterwhite 
needs no introduction. An active Carotel member since 
1989, Judy has contributed to our club’s success for many 
years. She and her husband Brad are most often the folks 
hosting the raffle ticket sales at our annual conventions, 

and they’ve always sold a winning ticket! (For 
those non-winners, Judy thanks you for your 
continued contributions to our club.)  Three weeks 
after graduating from high school in 1974 Judy 
began her career with CT&T in Henderson’s Plant 
department. On Judy’s 25th service anniversary, 
due to department consolidations, she moved to 
the Chestnut Street Central Office in the Customer 
Service Department.  With more than 33 years of 
service, she accepted early retirement in December 
2007 during a work force reduction. Before her 

long CT&T career, Judy recalls her first job at 
Roses in downtown Henderson. Judy said, 
“I'd weigh candy and fresh-cooked peanuts 
that were in glass bins and sold by the 
ounce or pound. People bought fresh-cooked 
peanuts like crazy for showers and other 
events. At Easter we'd weigh out pounds 
and pounds of wrapped Easter eggs. We had 
a bakery upstairs that transported fresh-
baked cakes and pastries to the downstairs 
store on a tiny elevator. The store also had 
an old lunch counter with stools. Judy’s 

description of those days reminds this author of days spent 
at the Roses lunch counter in Tarboro, when the plant and 
purchasing departments occupied the second story of the 
Roses building. Ah…the good ole days. May we never tire of 
reminiscing about times gone by. But where is Judy now??? 
Judy serves as Secretary for the Carotel board of directors 

and she is the Community Service 
Chairperson. She has also served as 
a board member in past years and 
served as president. Judy and Brad 
recently celebrated their 43rd wedding 
anniversary. He retired in 2016 from 
Variety Wholesalers (formerly Roses) 
Warehouse with 30 years’ service. 
Judy and Brad have attended the 
national ITPA convention twice, once 
in support of Ronnie Cashwell when 
he was named national president. 
To Judy and Brad…we appreciate 
your many years of dedication and 
contributions to our Carotel Club. 

Club Corner
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It is with great sadness that we report the passing of ITPA 
National Past President Larry Sanson. Larry served ITPA 

for many years and only stopped when his health would 
no longer allow him to travel. He and Ruth were greatly 
loved and we are saddened by his loss. Sanson, Lawrence 
Donald, 93, husband of Ruth Goodwin Sanson, passed 
away Friday December 27, 2019 at the Hospice Care Center 
in Lexington. He was the son of Joseph and Margaret 
Rosamelia Sanson. Mr. Sanson retired as an Engineering 
Manager in communications at GTE and a member of 
Southland Christian Church. Other survivors include his four 
sons, Michael (Cindy) Sanson, Irvine, TX, Steven Sanson, 
and Patrick Sanson both of Nicholasville, KY and Timothy 
(Teresa) Sanson, Grapevine, TX; a brother, Robert (Linda) 
Sansone, Marlboro, NJ; two grandchildren, Allen Sanson 
and Jennifer (Brian) Fuller; and two great grandchildren 
Tyler and Riley Fuller. A memorial service was held Monday, 
Dec. 30, at Kerr Brothers Funeral Home - Harrodsburg 
Road. Contributions are suggested to Shriners Hospital, 110 
Conn Terrace, Lexington, KY 40508 or the American Cancer 
Society, 1504 College Way, Lexington, KY 40502.

Remembering Larry Sanson

Hello fellow pioneers. I hope all are well and staying safe. Right now, our lives seem to be on hold, but rest assured there 
will come a time when we can join with our fellow telephone pioneers to do the work we have always enjoyed—helping 
others! So hang in there and get lots of rest so you will be ready when that day comes.

We are proud to announce our membership winners for this past year.
 
Club winners are:
 Empire State Chapter             First place
  
 National Capitol Chapter
 Alpha Rayne Pioneer Club     Second Place

 Comporium Pioneer Club       Third Place

 Top Recruiters:
  Elsa Rose          Alpha Rayne Pioneer Club
  Lynn Merrill         Sooner Chapter
  Carol Harrell         Carotel Pioneer Club

Congratulations to our club and top recruiter winners.  

While you are waiting at home for COVID-19 to depart, take this time to make a list of folks to call and invite them to join/
renew memberships with our association. It is never too early to start recruiting. We need more members to keep the 
organization going. So get to work and help ITPA Grow!!!!

 Stay Safe,
 —Vickie Jolly, Membership Chairperson

Membership
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www.nationalitpa.com 

Hall of Fame

The Hall of Fame Committee is accepting nominations 
to the Telephone Hall of Fame. Nominations should be 

made from among those persons who have made positive 
and substantial contributions to the development, growth, 
and public perception of the telephone industry, on a 
national scale, over a period of many years. The Telephone 
Hall of Fame was founded in 1965 by a group of Pioneers 
who envisioned a special way of recognizing individuals 
in the industry who contribute not only to their company, 
but to the industry at large; a forum where excellence 
is rewarded by colleagues, employers and the leaders in 
telecommunications. By establishing the Hall of Fame, they 
accomplished their goals. This entity now exists, and is 
more vibrant than ever. By meeting the criteria set forth 
by the Committee, individuals are considered by the Hall 
of Fame Honors Court. The accomplishments of those 
inducted into the Telephone Hall of Fame truly represent 
an unmatched insight into the development and growth of 
telephony. This industry has made a significant contribution 
to the nation's private and public sectors and the lifestyle 
of its people, especially in the rural areas. These successes 
also serve as a standard to which present and future 
generations can aspire. To be considered, individuals must 
meet one of the following criteria: Three years must have 
elapsed after retirement from active employment in the 

telephone industry or death; or the individual must have 
reached aged 70. 
 
The deadline for submitting applications to the Hall 
of Fame Committee is August 31, 2020. To receive a 
copy of the application, contact the National Office 
by email at itpa@telecom-pioneers.net, or you can 
find the application online at  
http://www.nationalitpa.com/telephone-hall-of-
fame
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