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PIONEER
independent telecommunications pioneer association

Annual Assembly Coming Soon to Gatlinburg, TN
April 24-27, 2015 — Register Now!

M

ark your calendars and make
plans to attend the Annual
Assembly in Gatlinburg, Tennessee,
gateway to the Great Smoky
Mountains National Park. Consider
taking a few extra days to explore the
most visited national park in America,
walk around unusual downtown
Galtinburg, take a leisurely stroll on
the river walk or see arts and crafts
for miles along the nearby eight mile
loop featuring craftspeople and artists'
works.
The Park Vista is ready to take your
reservations, so contact them at
1-800-421-7275 and mention that

you are attending the ITPA Annual
Assembly to get the reduced rate of
$119 nightly. You won't want to miss
the spectacular scenic views from
every hotel room and you may even
be surprised with a garden visit from
one of the local wildlife residents that
would feel right at home with this
year's “Charity of Choice,” the North
American Bear Center. The Assembly
team is busily planning a week-end
filled with Pioneer business, fun
activities, entertainment and some
free time for you to explore the area.
We look forward to seeing you all.
The Assembly Committee is in need
of “goodies” to fill the goody bags
that will be given away at the Annual
Assembly. These items can be
representative of your company or
club. We anticipate filling 100 bags.
If you would like to make a
donation contact Alissa Moss at
itpa@telecom-pioneers.net or
912-408-4872.

What: 25th ITPA Annual
Assembly
When: April 24 - 27 2015
Where: Gatlinburg, TN
Accomodations: The Park
Vista...A Doubletree by Hilton
705 Cherokee Orchard Road,
Gatlinburg, TN
www.parkvista.com
www.gatlinburg.com
Information on Airport for
Assembly: McGhee Tyson Airport
serving Knoxville, Tennessee,
one-hour drive from Gatlinburg

—See registration form on page 4

President's Corner

T

he calendar
shows that
we are in a
New Year, but
Pioneering is
never NEW.
We are always
facing NEW
challenges and
opportunities.
This requires all
of us to bring in NEW faces to witness
what Pioneering has done in the past
for our communities, our Companies
and for each of us. It takes Energy to
recruit NEW members to support the
projects which benefit all of the above.
Just before Thanksgiving, I traveled
to Atlantic Beach, North Carolina
to attend the Carotel Pioneer Club
Convention. I was impressed by the
bingo and auction going on together.
They even allowed me to win at Bingo.
It made for an enjoyable time of

fellowship and fundraising. Just
after Thanksgiving, ( I had shared
the Holiday with my daughter and
her Family) I visited Rock Hill, South
Carolina to attend the Comporium
Pioneer Club Christmas Luncheon. I
was invited to share my thoughts on
Pioneering and then I installed the
Club Officers for the New Year. There
were 150 members who attended
including Officers of the Company.
I also had the opportunity to visit
the newly renovated Comporium
Telephone Museum and inspect the
mobile utility trailer that was acquired
by Leon Yard and is currently being
used for special community events
and to serve volunteers helping in
emergencies.
As I look forward to our 2015
Annual Assembly, I still have not
received any information on where
my mascot PEP has been. I hope he
has seen Pioneering in action and
been shown the Energy that Pioneers
use on projects.
I encourage
each of you to
consider attending
the assembly in
Gatlinburg, TN.
Becky Hollis and
her assembly
committee are hard
at work planning
a good time and
fellowship. She is
making sure you
will only meet
friendly bears.
Don’t forget… I will
need support to
raise the funds to
ransom PEP.
P.S.—My daughter,
Mary Elaine Priester
is travelling from
Oregon to be with
us again.
Ya All Come,
—Mr. Jim
ITPA National
President

2

The Pioneer Magazine
The official publication of the
Independent Telecommunications
Pioneer Association
ITPA Officers
James E. McCartney, President
1414 Safire Ct.
East Lansing, MI 48823
Phone: (517) 574-5262
jemllc.cpa@gmail.com
Becky Hollis, 1st Vice President
8446 Augustwood Lane
Tallahassee, FL 32311
Phone: (850) 656-9047
Labs4ne1@embarqmail.com
Leon Yard, 2nd Vice President
2072 Dunlap Roddey Rd
Rock Hill, SC 29730
Phone: (803) 448-8116
Leon.Yard@Comporium.com
Jo Myers, Secretary/Treasurer
438 W. Oglethorpe Hwy
Hinesville, GA 31313
Phone: (877) 320-ITPA
jdmye@yahoo.com
Ronnie Cashwell, Immediate Past
President
6121 River Meadow Ct.
Raleigh, NC 27604
Phone: (919) 850-3322
Cell: (919) 801-8428
rcashwel@bellsouth.net
ITPA Staff Office
Alissa Moss, Office Manager
438 West Oglethorpe Hwy
Hinesville, GA 31313
Phone: (912) 408-4872
Toll free: (877) 320-4872
Fax: (912) 408-4874
itpa@telecom-pioneers.net
Please send stories about your club or
chapter to ITPA at the contact
information above.
The Pioneer Magazine is developed by
the ITPA Public Relations Committee
and is published three times a year by
the Independent Telecommunications
Pioneer Association.
Postmaster: Address corrections
requested. Mail to:
ITPA
438 West Oglethorpe Hwy.
Hinesville, GA 31313
www.nationalitpa.com

Please remember when your Club/Chapter
officers change to send that information
along with physical addresses or email
addresses to the National Office and your
Region Vice President to ensure that our
records are up to date and we know who
to contact.

Hall of Fame
Glenn E. Bryant to be Inducted into
Hall of Fame

also implemented EAS between its five
exchanges and shortly afterwards had
E911. Did we mention Bryant started
the first cable system in his area? He
served as president of the Georgia
Telephone Association in 1962-63, while
also a member of the U.S. Independent
Telephone Association and partner of
Southern Telephone Supply.

B

ryant’s outstanding entrepreneurial
career began when he purchased the
tiny Hinesville (GA) Telephone Company in
1946, serving 70 businesses, 157 residents
and 24 paystations over 50 miles of open
aerial wire through two common battery
switchboards. He was one of some 10,000
non-Bell telcos then serving in mostly rural
America.

Unwilling to stand still, Bryant steadily
upgraded his operation. By 1950, with eight
toll boards, the company was classified as
a toll center. A year later, he purchased
nearby Coastal Tel in Richmond, GA with
its 50 subscribers, consolidating the two
firms in 1953 as Coastal Utilities. He
was among the first to computerize with
IBM mainframes. Coastal Utilities earned
national media attention in 1977 entering
the digital century of telephony, becoming
the first to offer calls through a computercontrolled digital class 5 office. President &
Chairman Bryant cut over the StrombergCarlson CENTURY switch serving 582
customers saying: “We are proud to be the
starting point for this step into the future.”
Firmly established as a model telco, the
REA borrower established another first
by providing voice and data service to
Saint Catherine’s Island via a power
line carrier system. Soon, CUI had fiber
optic lines and began wide-area paging
partnering with Southern Bell. Cellular came in 1988 and,
by 1990, the company was not only totally digital, but

Even as Bryant turned over the
presidency of Coastal Utilities to son
Danny in 1982, he remained heavily
involved in the company until the time of
his death at age 83 in 1999. Meanwhile,
CUI was purchased by Madison
Communications in 2000 and has since
become part of CenturyLink, the third
largest telecommunications corporation in
the U.S.
Mr. Bryant’s other contributions spanned
an impressive list of some 15 various
civic, political and philanthropic activities,
including GA state senator, mayor of
Hinesville, chairman of The Coastal Bank,
Liberty County commissions and boards,
the Georgia State Industrial Council. He
received the Silver Beaver Award for
distinguished service to the Boy Scouts
of America and has the playing surface
of the football field of Georgia Southern
University named for him. While Bryant’s
distinguished telephone career and public
service regionally was recognized in
1984 with his induction into the ITPA’s
Peach State Chapter Hall of Fame, it is now fitting that his
contributions merit this national recognition.

Charitable Foundation
James McCartney - ITPA President; Gary Tanner - Dept. Reconnect Chairman;
Harold Hayes - ITPA Charitable Foundation President - [Independent]
Telecommunications Pioneers Association, selected the Michigan Wounded
and Returning Warrior Program as their local Michigan charity during their
conference and made a donation of $2,500.00. Two individual donations were
also made for an additional $450.00 bringing the total donation to $2,950.00!
—Published in the Michigan Legionnaire and Wolverine Auxilliaire, volume
LXXXIII No.4.
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ITPA 25th Annual Assembly Registration Form
Gatlinburg, TN

April 24-27, 2015

The Assembly Registration form is also available on the website for those who wish to print or use PayPal.

Member Name________________________________Preferred Name_______________________
Name of Guest (if applicable) ________________________________________________________
Daytime Phone Number ______________________E-Mail_________________________________
Chapter/Club Affiliation _____________________________________________________________
Company Affiliation _____________________Region ____________________________________
Are you a first-time Assembly attendee? Yes c
grant application.)

No c (Email itpa@telecom-pioneers.net for a

Special Needs (Dietary or other)____________________________________________________
Registration fee includes the following meals and activities:
l Friday — Evening meet and greet dinner
l Saturday — Breakfast and lunch
l Saturday afternoon — Ripley's Aquarium of the Smokies and Trolley
				
(Dinner is on your own)
l Sunday — Continental breakfast
l Sunday — Hall of Fame Luncheon/afternoon Awards ceremony
l Sunday — Evening Banquet/installation/entertainment
Saturday afternoon/evening activities: (NOTE: Tour is included in your registration fee.)
c All day trolley pass

Please circle Yes or No

c Ripley's Aquarium of the Smokies: Please circle Yes or No

(www.ripleyaquariums.com/gatlinburg)

Cancellation Policy: Cancellations received after April 2, 2015 are non-refundable.
Registration fee: Payment for registration must accompany this form. Check the appropriate option below.
Make check payable to ITPA. Mail registration and payment to: ITPA, 438 West Oglethorpe Hwy, Hinesville, GA 31313
c ITPA Member		
$135
c Guest (non ITPA Member) $110
c Hall of Fame Lunch Only $30

Hotel Accommodations:
The Park Vista...A Doubletree by Hilton
705 Cherokee Orchard Road, Gatlinburg, Tenn.

Grand Total Enclosed:		

1-800-421-7275		

$ ________

www.parkvista.com

Deadline to make reservations: April 2, 2015. Mention the
ITPA for a special rate of $119.00 per night.
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Sponsorship Form

SPONSORSHIP FORM
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Club Corner

T

he NEAREA Telecom Pioneer Club recently donated
several hand crocheted lap robes and hand crocheted
shawls to The Meadows Nursing Home, Dallas, PA. Shown
in the photo are Nancy Space (Activities Director at The
Meadows wearing one of the donated shawls), along with
John Stubeda, Ray Wandel, Bill Barber, and Tanya Christ
(Pioneer members).
The Comporium Pioneer
Club partnered with Habitat
for Humanity on a new
indicative to restore homes
instead of building from the
ground up. With a donation
of $10,000 from Comporium,
the Pioneers spent three
days on four homes in the Paradise community of Fort Mill
reroofing, ramp building, digging a French drain, painting,
installing new decking and many other miscellaneous
projects for these homes. A total of 944 service hours were
devoted to this project. project.

The Iverson A. Lumpkin Pioneer Club “took the
plunge” and became a $250.00 sponsor for the 2015 Polar
Plunge for the Area 9 Special Olympics Polar Plunge. The
Polar Plunge took place on February 28 in Effingham, IL.
The Polar Plunge, presented by Law Enforcement Torch
Run and GEICO, is a unique opportunity to support
Special Olympics athletes by taking a flying leap—a leap
into the frigid waters of Lake Sara. Participants must raise
$75 in donations from friends, family and co-workers in
exchange for jumping into the icy waters. Plungers will
receive incentive prizes based on the amount of money
they raise. All of the money raised from the event will be
used locally to Support Area 9 Special Olympians.
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Members of The Carl Hill Galloway Pioneer Club
participated in the Orlando Alzheimer’s Walk at Lake
Eola on October 18, 2014. There were a total of 15 team
members who joined the Carl Hill Galloway team either
for the walk or as fundraisers. Everyone in attendance at
the walk had a great time participating in the ceremony,
walking around the Lake Eola area and enjoying the
beautiful weather. The team raised $830 from individual
donors and the club donated $500 for a total of $1,330
raised to support the Alzheimer’s Association’s quest to
fund Alzheimer’s care, support and research, bringing hope
to millions affected by this disease.

The Carl Hill Galloway
Pioneer Club participated
in the Journey Home
Breakfast on Wednesday,
November 12 at the
Rosen Centre. The
inspirational breakfast
featured true, heartfelt stories about how people like us can
help the Coalition for the Homeless of Central Florida. The
coalition transforms the lives of homeless men, women, and
children with programs they so desperately need as they
embark on their Journey Home. The Club presented its third
$1,000 donation towards their $5,000 pledge to be used
for the new Men’s Service Center at the Homeless Shelter.
The Coalition for the Homeless of Central Florida helps an
average of 600 men, women and children daily. In addition
to the pledge, the Pioneers provide funding and volunteers
for meals to the Homeless Family Center on a monthly basis
led by our SUPER AWESOME Pioneer, Dave Duckworth!

Membership Report

H

ere we are in February and we have
survived the holidays. Now, we're
looking forward to the new year and the
challenges ahead...and, goodness knows,
the snow storms of the century certainly
qualify as challenges! And for Elfi and
I, we particularly look forward to the
Annual Assembly to be held in Gatlinburg,
Tennessee, the latter part of April. We
encourage you to plan on attending
this event—it's hard to beat the Smoky
Mountains!!!
Now, for the subject of membership. This
is, as we all know, extremely important to the success of
any organization. And it takes each of us to ensure the
successful maintenance of a growing, viable volunteer
organization, which we have been for the past 95 years. It
can be fun as you dream up new ways to recruit.
Have questions? Have ideas? Want to discuss your group?
Waiting to offer help is our President, Mr. Jim (McCartney),
Administrator, Alissa, your Region Vice President, and the
national committee chairs. Also, the ITPA website has lots
of information, too.
The national project awards will be presented at the
Assembly in Gatlinburg. Whether this year or next,
document your activities and submit applications for
consideration. Remember, you compete with clubs the
same membership size as yours and we encourage each
club/chapter to get involved and apply. The committee is
always anxious to learn about your project and community.

We continue to offer an incentive
program to reward you, as an individual,
with cash based on the number of new
or reinstated members you sign up. This
can be fun as you reap the benefits of
your efforts, help your club and support
your national organization.
To refresh your memory, here are the
incentives for the period of 10/1/14 3/1/15:

1-4 New Members
5-9 New Members

Certificate of Appreciation
$10 check

10-14 New Members

$50 check

15-19 New Members

$75 check

20+ New Members

$100 Check

We do hope to hear from you and your group soon. Good
luck to all and let's commit to doing great things in 2015.
Join the many truly dedicated pioneers—be proud of your
organization and your years of service. I am proud of my
career in telecommunications and hope you are, too!
			—
Lee Jacobs, Chairman

ITPA Donates $10,000 to Veterans Walk
The Independent Telecommunications Pioneer Association
(ITPA) National President, James McCartney, presented
George Holtzman and Mayor James Thomas with a
$5,000.00 check at the Veterans Salute event held on
November 1, 2014 at Bryant Commons. This check was
the second installment of a $10,000 donation to provide
a concrete bench at the Veterans Memorial Walk to honor
Navy Veterans. The ITPA National Office and Telephone
Museum is located at Bryant Commons where the Veterans
Memorial Walk will be constructed.
Pictured above left to right- George Holtzman, HMAC
subcommittee chairman, Jo Myers, ITPA National
Secretary/Treasurer, Mayor James Thomas, James
McCartney, ITPA National President.
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From the Archives

F

rom the Interstate Telephone Company
RELAY, May 1947
The Telephone Girl

She could let go a story which, gaining in force,
Would cause half our wives to sue for divorce,
Get all our churches mixed up in a fight,
And turn all our days into sorrowing night;
In fact, she could keep all the town in a stew,
If she'd tell the tenth part of the things that she knew,
Oh! Really now doesn't it make your head whirl
When you think what we owe to the telephone girl?

The telephone girl sits in her chair and listens to voices from
everywhere
She hears all the gossip, she knows all the news,
She knows who is happy, and who has the blues;
She knows all our sorrows, she knows all our joys;
She knows every girl who is chasing the boys;
She knows of our troubles, she knows of our strife,
As a valued member of ITPA, you
could get a special discount on car
She knows every man who talks mean to his wife;
insurance with GEICO!
She knows every time we are out with the boys,
She hears the excuses each fellow employs;
Now when you get a quote with
She knows every woman who has a dark past,
GEICO, simply tell us you‘re an
She knows every man who's inclined to be fast;
ITPA member, and you could be
eligible for a special discount from
In fact there's a secret 'neath each saucy curl
GEICO.
On that quiet, demure-looking telephone girl.
If the telephone girl told all that she knows,
To start a quote, call 1-800-368It would turn half our friends to bitterest foes;
2734 or visit our webpage:
She could sow a small wind that would be n big gale,
www.geico.com/tech/itpa
Engulf us in trouble and put us in jail;

